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| Let us conſider one another, to provoke nnto Love. 
Heb. IQ, 24. 
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Printed for Henry Herringman, and are to 
ſold at his Shop it che Anchor in the Lower 
. Walkof the New Exchange, 1670.- 
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| WARWICK. 


29s I Expet? us fbould Purnrka 
Ia: wonder; that after having 
PRC for abawe Elevenyrors heen 
10409430 Earefalto: geep. thi4 follow- 
Ing-Lerter from+#be publith, view, and 
thak. 400 notwithftanding the Sollici- 
tation (not to: ſay  Importunity ) of 
dizers, Iluftriozs Perſons, and 'even 
Tout Commanis. to releaſe it from its 
Confinement ; I ſbould now at length 
Lo give way to its paſsing abroad into the 
A 2 World, 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - Ta 

W, urld, -and its making you 4 pablich, 
and ſolemn addreſs. W " berefore Judge - 
ing my ſelf eblig'd fo give you at.ac- 
count of a Paper, for which you have ( 
been long pleas'd fp bighly and ſo ob- 
ligingly to Concern your ſelf, 1 muſt, fo 

q + remave your wonder, inform you, That 

| T amreduc'd to thWPublication in my 

own defence, F Wes, wag fan far 

dreaming of pexnimttind 

to paſs out of my Cloſet, it ws | 

that a broken Copy of it did (by1 know {| 

not _ mforing for” me ef A rnto 


| x: bis _ __ and the = | 
 profferd #0. ſell tbe ( py for 'a\ K 
Money. But my' good: fortune lex 
hinrto aStationer,''th whim ty Wane | 
was- not: unknows'. be very" villy | £ 
fent me forthwith norive of the Pro? | 
dF 
| "Potion | 


\'B ; EOS x Wo 1 kS52 9G 
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* The Evie Dake 


jon that whs mide bim; and after 
Cavite hiniſelf to acquaint me, that the 
Copy about which be had been treated 

- with, being . 'but | Ine of. Two or 
Thive that were then abroad, ſome or 
other of them would, qieflionleſs, ſoon 
find the way to the Preſs. This anwel- 
come Accident did little leſs trouble 
than 'ſurprize me ; for, beſides that it 

. :1mpor' d on me the Neceſsity of a Publi- 
) | cation'Thadſo long Declin*d; and be. 
w | fe ides that I knew, -that Com- Some Treati-- 
to | poſuterof # very' differing © ring 

Nature being expected from Philoſophy. 

me, "the appearitg of this, in$tead of 
| Them, would "make this winwilcome io” 
t | many, though it bad ' fewer Tmper- 
(/ : feGions than it bas : Beſides theſe 


wings, ( Tſay') my Sight was then; 
and 3s fill, ſo impai'rd by'a dt flemper” 
Aly | in my Eyes; andthe hours T-could dif-" 
Ny, | 2 of, were ſoprie-ingae'd'to-Philoſo- 

T phical 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


pbical Themes, that I could not pro- 
miſe my. ſelf ſo much as tonead it over 
before its going to the Printer. But 
conſidering after all this, that the Copy 
I bad by | me was like to prove more 
Full, and leſs Faulty, than any. of 
thoſe that ſome endeawvour'd to. ob- 
trude npon the World, I thought it leſs 
mconpement to yenture mine own a= 
broad zhan to run the hazard of a ſur- 
reptitions Edition f 4 Diſcourſe, that 
could ſo. ill bear the..appearing with 
any other: Blemiſhes. than thoſe. it 
brought with it intothe World- fron 
my Pen; And. therfore having put it 
into the hands of perſons, whoſe emi- 
net abilities, the more knowing part 
of the Nation has long and ju$tly ad- 
mr'd, and begg'd their Impartial Opi- 
nion.and\Caftigntions. of it, ( giving 
them entive- liberty t0- Alter or Ex- 


punge.'whatever they diſlik'd; ) and | 


finding 
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| terwards Promiſe me theſe A dwan- 


 TheFEpiltle Detticatory: 
finding ( by. haſtily turning over the 
Leaves) that their Caftigations were 
only enough to let me ſee, ' that they 


' bad beedfully read it over ; and were 


accompanied with enconragements , 
which care was taken to keep me from 
looking upon as meer Complements : I 
let i go to the Preſs, without ſo much 
a having once Perus'd #, or heard 'it 
read over, fance the Stationer fir$t gave 
we the Advertiſement I told -you 4 


Which I made the leſs ſcruple to do, 


becauſe a Critick, whoſe Tudgment 
and Piety T much reverence, ſeriouſly 
endeavoured to perſwade me, that 1 
ought not in Conſcience to decline pub- 
liſhing what he was pleaſed to thiik 
proper to Kindle or Giſt the F IA 
of Divine Lowe in the, Breafts bh 

al - 


e 1 reaSts f 
Readers, * Arid my HaSte it ſelf did 


ud | tages, © That notwithanding - my 
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The EpiſtleDed dicatory. 

_ Books | not Coming. forth, oonar x1 
ould not boſe. the Excuſe of Youth 
$7 had when it was Written : nay,and 
\"That the F aulty paſſages, which. may 
"be met with in it, will perhaps be 
* charged pon, "thoſe that ſuffer dd them 
(to paſs "UncorreSted, when they | bad 
d fab) a Power to Expunge or | 
\ Reforye them.” Theſe and the like Mo- * 
" t1ves, (hevrg induc 4 me, to conſent to [ 


#1 lication of the following Let- ; 


'the Ph 
"Fer, I needed not deliberate long, To | 
| Show I ſhould addreſs it. For , ſince | 
'#hat Aceompliſh d Lindamor, whom. it 
Jo much concern'd, has left the World, 
there "as 710 Per oz in it to. whom this | 
(| . Addreſs is any thing near ſo duc, as | 
þ| "unto Ton, dear Siſter.. It was at that | 
TE PETS Leeze, where You are now | 
the Mitiyſ, that this Letter was writ-| 
| ten; and it-was of Tou that I borrow'd-: 
U thoſe bours- 1 an in writing it. | 


"Twas | 


Fu At. 


be On ” 4. 
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iſle Dedicatory. 


: "was 1 to. "Fo that I ſhew'd it almoſt 


Sheet by. Sheet , before, I reſols'd to 
ſend it away. *Tis Tou that can be 
Excuſe the ImperfeSlions of it ,_ as 
knowing not only the more obwious, but 
the. mare Frivate A vocations and other 
Diſadvantages, among which it was 
penn'd. . Tis you that have ever ſince 

Sollicited me to divulge it, and haye 
given me the greateſt Encouragements 
to do ſo, not only by thoſe Sollicitations 
.which imply'd Tour own favourable 
Opinion of it, but by procuring me (by 
'Concealing. or. diſguiſing my name) the 
winſuſpedied. Qpinions of divers Comr 
Joe Tudges. In a word, this Addreſs 

elongs pou ſo many Scores to You, 
that 1 could not make it any where elſe, 
without manifeſtly Wronging ou. 1 
know, Dear Siſter, that. it js not uſp - 
al to Dedicate Books to ſo near. a Re- 
lation ; and that it is uſual in. Dedica- . 
tory Epiſtles, both to Depreciate what 


one 


' © The Fpiftle Dedicatory. 
one has Written, and to Extol the Per- 
fon that one Writes to, eſpecially if it 
be one of Tour Sex and Quality. But 
Tou know too, that I newer ſwore Alle. 
giarice to Cuſtom , and therefore will 
not, T ſuppoſe, wonder to ſee me as lit- 
tle Sollicitous to conform t0 it on This 
occaſion as on Others. In an Age, when 


fo few Perfons haye Merit enough, to. 


keep that from being Flattery, which 
ſhould be but Praiſe, I am not at all 
Ambitious of caſting my ſelf upon the 
unhappy Neceſſity,of either Flattering, 
or appearing Rude ; when by better 
chooſing the Objeis of my Addreſſes, T 
can, as Necafion requires, give Praiſes, 
without Untruth , or forbear them 
without Incivility.Nor dare T preſume, 
that a Lye ceaſes to be a Fault, by 
being put into a Dedicatory Epiftle ; 
as Antiently the Hurtful Bea$ts forgot 


their Pernicious Nature,when brought 
mto 


The Epiſtle 'Dedicatory. 
into the Ark. Not to mention that 
Books of Dewotion hxye generally 
the ftrange and unhappy Fate, of being 
, | Leſs Welcometo them that Moſt, than 
| | tothemthat Leſs,need them. As for the 
Diſcourſe Þ preſent Tou, though My 
> | opinion of it may be gueſs'd at, by the 
z\ | Privacy towhichT haye ſo long Con- 
'v fin'dit : Tet becauſe, as in Phyſick,, to 
þ | bave a good opinion of the Medicine, 


4 


- 


L } andthe DoGtor ; ſo in Books of Deyo- 
e | tion, (whichare a kind of Phyſick for 
', | the Mind) to have one of the Compo- 
r | ſure, or of the Writer, both inclines us 


I | to look after the Praſcriptions , and 
5, | Advantages their Operations ; For 
m | this reaſon I ſhall ſay nothing to diſ- 
e, | parage a Diſcourſe, which is of a Na- 
by | tnre to aim more at the being practiſed 
2: | by the Readers, than the being par- 
ot | don'd; andſball not at all repine to ſee 
bt | it find from the Publick as Favoura- 
þ 


ble 


The Epiſtte/Dedicatory! 
ble'a Reception, as it has hitherto mes. 
with in Cloſets. ' And now, dear Si- 
fer, though I know you will not ; yet 
Idowbt , my other .Readers will ex- 
peet.that this Letter ſhould, according 
0 the Mode of Epiftles Dedicatory , 
be concluded with Commendations of 
you, and Complements to you. It be- 
ing almo$t as much ont of faſhion in 
Such addreſſes to omit grying praiſes, 
as tis to believe the praiſes gryen on 
ſuch occaſion, But , though I can 
praiſe you without either disbelie- 
wing my ſelf, or fearing to be disbe- 
liewed by any that knows. you; yet, 
beſides that our Relation, and our | 
Friendſhip would make ſuch away of | 
writing misbecoming me on all occaſe- 
ons, I know your Piety and your 
Modeſty, would peculiarly diſallow it 
#pon this ; where the ſubject I .am 
10 entertain you with, is of . ſuch a Na- 
tre 


_ 
DS 2 FOR at Bo iS Latak 


A SD <EC——t4 an e, 


a T7. 5 » 32.8 4.9 com 


ure 


—_ A m— ur a6 AT. tots i ns 


. 
= 
\ 


—_— a— 


| 


| 


, 
; 


-TheEpiſtle Dedicacory. | 
tare, 43. would make a'F launting. f4- 
dreſs, net a.wery unſnitable Intzodv- 
Gon, tait,; The Nature of iny\Theins, | 
as well as the ftriSingſs. of. your Wu 
tue, and our Friendſhip, forbidding 
me here to celebrate you, otherwiſe thas 
by letting the World ſee , that I dare, 
even in a Dedicatoryaddreſs, with- 
out fear of diſpleaſing you, forbear t0 
celebrate you. And if it be demand- 
ed, Why then Irefrain not likewiſe 


from writing to you a Dedication ? 


Ebel m5) er That 'T am unwills 

Rs 45s « of Bohn of i 
pULIRE | achno lloement , that T8 
have the Honnt tobe your Brother, 
and your Friend, fo 1 have the Tu- 


ftice tothink it very much my Happi- 


neſs to be ſo Eſpecially, (ince you are 
proſe aſſure we 51 That my Re- 


tion to you has rather been the oc- 
caſion than the ground of a Friend. 


Jſoip, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſhip, that does, whilſt it enjoyns me 
t0-- profeſs my ſelf without Com- 
plement, oblige me to be, ww all the 


AY that.s poſoible, © 


My Dear Siſter, 


_ 


Your moſt Aﬀe&ionate 


] 
Via - WHLACISAS 


W 5s ' Brother , and. moſt | 
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'' Advertiſements ro the Reabley, 


ex: they, were Written: ? oa Year 


knagr Intelligent Perſons wete: \ 
WHT (IAG 20 rp _ 
wy 
i, ale tobe x bs whidh' 
| Us "ariſe f nt : 
| 'Piſeing Diſcourſe; the Reader of it 
i. 7 » "58 requeſted to:take notice,” go 
; f I That —_—_ woh Lennon rei oa 
| ſp-mnch #4 YalVine} with tov our 
1 Nobility jthad fome try the enſuing 
re Papers wiily fetny wirftt t0 A been viritten is 
it | a Young GonMemian, yer the Perſon they were 
le fie Mot ey Rogkndeh a TE 
© |} anda Scholar, #wrnets e710 d 
ay [ry ut thdPate of yup 0 a+ 


——_ elſed FUE d a 264 
in the-reerrvtd way'o of Ma" 

porn nrrmeat; Deſtnded, «nd Op- 
d,; wherein-Conflancy and Inconfancy iy 5 
aigwes For rand Againſt ; wherein 
nick way Sas: TOY Celebrated,” 
ad" 


T \ ” 


and wherein" the Cure of Live was Propoſe 
and Proſecated ; wherin 4 diſpatch) frieſed 
troverted Points concerning. Love were-diſ- 
vours'd of in a way ſuited tothe ſeveral Themgs, 
eng $0 the Himmors and PrincifBIvf" the (uphhe 
fed:Writerj >$av all the forme Papers, 

ten Of Or plamithtte «fair Def thierk Very 


free from the Guilr of either Lic:ntiouſneſs or 


Prathaniaeſsn bone been le hor judged | 
ige, Fttle $erigns;, either\ 40 altegred lone, or to | 
whey iſco wherein ht has 


acomRry thegn uh DN, 
expreſſe 1 his Omy ARinons, 9548 the former he 
but deduced of thoſe Imagit@) Peſontro | 
. LH... The whe allonung 
been, Attend bravithers mhereiathe 4 
Hes, and Dutirhof Schapbick 4 aa:6-ptr0ci0 hone 
brenExplicatedrendvnſol 4,08 kk 3he At-r. 
thor before hechad woritten that arkery Patti a 
SHY ingithar Freed kk yh pmgh DR) 
ercin thavnhinbut be had alt ada vin-te Mr) this 
Fil ry of were not _ wang. 
fawnd that\muchafunhan\ Gratdto 
ſet-down was-wotcid aids) winter woſh Party 
nent, Conſidergt ion) bic ivtenddd Fhumes. 
tefbed, .mrrerslalfully- difpleyr ab rady \ÞI : 
fart might be .tnj urvaus\tgr her Rte 
biel if. of heefbanld richer twhnu-tr anſcribe® 
ofr0tbers 1 Notjone;) or. declirie rheyjeft rhowghre\ 


. 


belgngiarn to bis Th ynesthat the Loſh.Good dines". 


maght paſs without ſuſpicion for his Own. 
IV. That 


Advertiſements to theReader, . ..., 


Paper marie bawe\ | 


—_- 
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 Advertiſertents totheRegder, 
IV.: That the tnſuing trifle baving been writs 


ten. in haſte, and by ſnatches, amongſt diſtraiting 


avications, and:far from Literary accommudatis. 
ens, it freely ſubmitted to the cenſure of Learned 
and impartial. peruſers, eſpecially Divines : 'wha 
are by the Awher requeſted tobeliewe its miſtaking 
Paſſages, and uuwary expreſsiqns, (if it contain 
9 ſuch ) t0havt been altogether Unintentignal, 
#»d [ach as they ſhall never find it to be more thaw 
ont: labour to make him diſcern and retrad#; he 
being reſolved by Gods aſſiſtance, tocontinue ftill 
obſequious enough to all clearer diſcoveries of 
truth, to be able to ſay, Errare poſſum, Hareti- 
cus e&fſe Nolo, And as he # on his part fo rt+ 
ſrened, and ſo willing to be refify'd, ſo he expetts 
this Equity from thoſe, to whoſe judgements he ſub- 
mits, that, conſidering he intended. not. ts wrue 8 
ſolemn and regular Treatiſe . but a private and * 
familiar Epiſtle, they will paſs by" ſuch vnaccn- 
rateneſſes as are wont to be incident to compoſers of 
this later Nature. He preſum'd he might ſemetimes 
make bold with the wnlgar Laws of Tenſes, treat- 
ing of an Eternity thut admits them not, He ho'a, 
that the freedom taken in ſome of his expre(s1ans 
concerning Love, and the wonted objetts of it, 
would be excus'd, by its bring exatted by the De» 
fien he had upon Lindamor, In a Dedication of 
though he had not (which yet he all the fore-menti- 
has otherwiſe accounted foy is. _ GT EY 
: ady T. F. 

He intends not to adopt thoſe (too 

B often 


| Paſſages of the following Letter (eſpecially about 


Advettiſettients to rhe Reader! | 
_ erroneous) T raditions of the Yulgar whence 
8 ſometimes draws Compariſons, that he may wot 

deny himſelf the Liberty taken by the Gentrality 
of Writers, (without excepting the Learneder ſort 
of them) who'ſcraple not in Popular Clmpoſares 
to make Similits and Alluſions grounded on Po» 
Pulay Traditions and Perſuaſions; As for thoſe 
common Places, which the Method of 0ur Author's 
Deſcourſe allow'd him not to Decliye, be hopes the | 
Reader will diſcern by his way of Writing, that | 
he loves to uſe them, not as Travellers, but as | 


: 


Hunters uſe the High-wayes : For the Traveller, | 


when he once gets intothe Road, makes it bis bu+ | 
ſineſs to Keep in it 5 whereas the Hunter , if he | — 
meets one lying in his way, i not fondof _—_ 

in it, but nimbly Creſſes it, or Traverſes ſo muc 
of it, as ts requiſite to be paſt through in the per- 
ſute of his Game, And laſtly,"if in ſome few 


the beginning of it) the E xpreſsi0ns are leſs Grave 
and Solemn than the Deſign the Author hopes, | ,, 
that even They will yet appear tolerably Serious, | 1p. 
for the Aerieſt parts of a Letter, written by one 
Towng Gentleman to another , 


Ce 


$$$8259$335 


MOTIVES 


\ To the Love of 


> CO I 


Ay deareſt Lindamor, 

: Am very much delighted 
tolearn Yoth by the voice 
of Fame, and the Infor- 
mation of much more 
credible Relators, that 
1 Hormioene's cold uſage has cur'd you of 
the Feavor her ſcorching eyes had given 
you- and.that when once you found 
your felf reſerved ro ſhew, what won- 
ders her Eyes were able ro perform;you 
ſeaſonably reſoly'd to become an [n- 
ſtance of the power , rather of Reaſon, 
thanof Love, and accordingly, d:d your 
ſelf the right co fruſtrate the vain hopes, 
your inſulting Miſtriſs cheriſh'd to ma- 
| B 2 nifcſt 


2 


22262226222 


| Seraphick Love. 


nifeſt in you, that her Charms were Ca» 
pable ro make your Flame perſevere, ' 


when her change had made it as well 
cauſeleſs as hopeleſs, I could wiſh in- 
deed for your ſake, that you owed your 
Cure more entirely to your Reaſon, and 
leſs to your reſentment 3\ That the Ex- 
traction of your freedom may no ways 
blemiſh it. But ſince unallay'd fatis- 


factions are joys too Heavenly, to fall to | 


many mens ſhares on earth, I cannot 
but conclude that your recovery, even 
on theſe tearms, deſerves I ſhould con- 


oratulate it, For, the French ſay truly, | 


that Les plus courtes Folies ſont les me- 
illewres, And Liberty being too high a 
Bleſſing to be diveſtible of that nature 
by circumſtances; I ( that ſeldom de- 
plore him, who by looſing his Miſtriſs 


recovers himſelf) think that Hermione | 


has bur intentionally, not eventually dif- 
oblig'd you'; and hath made your flames 
a better retuin, by reſtoring you your 
own heart, than ſhe could have done b 
exchanging hers for it, Bur that whic 


not leaſt endears to me your Recovery, } 


is, that I am afſur'd by Perſons, from 
whom I dare credit even ſo welcome 
News, that my endeavors prov'd fo 


happy as to be conducive to it, and ye 
| the 


""Seraphick Lowe, 
the conſiderations I vencur'd to preſet 
you, did atleaſt fo far contribute co your 
freedom , as to give you the deſire 
and the cefign of regaining it, - For, I 
hope, I'need not tell you, that I ſeldom 
uſe endeavors, whoſe 09g 


'is more welcome to me, than thoſe that 


aſpire to ſerve LZindamor, And though 
T cannot ever pay you any great Ser- 


| vices in relation to my vaſtly greater 
| defires, yer I can ſcarce do you little 


7 ones inrelation to the delight reſulting 


from the having done you any, Nor has 
the joy which this ſucceſs of my diſ- 
courſes brings me, being ſparingly en- 
creasd by my having ventr'd them * 
with mach more deſire, than expea- 


tion, of their proſpering ; and leſs out of 


any ftrong hope they would ſucceed, 


{ than ont of an unwillingneſs to leave the 


means, I'thought leaſt improbable, un- 
aſlay'd :: being invited to excite you-to 
greater hopes, than 1 durſt allow my 
{elf for you 5 by the example of Gene- 
rals, who, whatſoever diſtruſtful 
thoughes-they harbor in cheir breaſts, 
ſuppoſe,that (before the battle) to make 
their ſoldiers fight ſucceſsfully , 'ris as 
well conducive as requiſite, by encoura- 
ging Orations, to make them think they 

B 3 ſhall 


Serdphick Love, © 
hall do fo, -For, although [I endea- 
vour'd indeed to perſwade you, that Rea- 
ſon being born Soveraign of the Paſſions; 
though her Lenity or Supineneſs | do 
ſometimes -both occaſion :.and' permit 
their Uſurpations; ſhe is ſeldom ſo di- 
veſted of her Native Power, but that 
whenſoever ſhe - pleafeth - to implpy 
what ſhe hath lefc, fhe1s able to redaws 
what ſhe hath loſt :: And.chough I was 
willing you ſhould believe, that to-per- 
fe&t what your. Reſemment: liad begun, 


was a Task ſoealte, tharthe Victory was | 


as much in your power, ds the Reſolu- 
tion of attempting it ; Yer,notwithſtand- 
ing all this, I ſay, I was-<nce half per- 
ſwaded., that to undertake che Curing 
of a Lover was the next; Weakneſs to 
the being' one, And, '"Lindemor ;: to 
deal ingrnioufly with you; your Reco- 
very hath» circumſtances in it; that make 


*me-ve:y: apprehenſive, thar you: are got 
'yer our ofthe: danger of a "Relapſe, and 


that you have nor haif ſa abſolutely a- 


bandon'd your former Amorous Con- & 
ſtitution of 'mind, as the/former Idol of F ; 
it, I know that from a perſon, who, for Þ 4; 
.one that hath never yet been hu:t-by 


Capie, is accuſed of uſing -him-{lightingly 
and ſeverely enough,'you will expect En- 
= deavours! 


Seraphick Love; 
deayours to preſerve you from Relapſes; 
by ſuch difluaſions-trom+ Love, as its 
Votaries will fcarceivouchſafe ſo mild 'a 
Title to, as thar 'of Invectives againſt ir, 
And:I ſhall *Inpeniouſly acknowledge, 
Zindamor, that I have been ſometimes 
to'very unready Satyriſt on that Theme 
and with a Pen; reliſhing of the Liberty 


iT cheriſh'd in'my heart, endeayour'd to 
.difabuſe thoſe fervile Souls, that being 


born to Reaſon, ſo far degraded chem+ 
ſelves, as to boaſtſolely an exceſs of Paſ- 
fionz and-had ſuch low - and narrow 


Thoughts of Felicity and-Mifery, as to 
x -expect either from a Womans 'uſage. 


All which Tthought I mighe the freelier 
do, becauſe having never known the in- 
felicicies of Love, butin che ſufferings of 
others, I might probably ſuppoſe, that 
my Declamations againſt it would paſs 


| for" the productions of my: Reaſon, not 


my Revenge; Bur, Zindamer, though 
the extravagancies of ſome Mens folly, 
have been ſometimes too grear, toler me 
avoid laughing-'ſomewhat Satyrically at 
itz yet [am really too little an enemy to 
Love, unleſs exceſſive or miſ-placed, by 
indiſtince and disfiguring Conficerati- 
ons,” to reprefent+ to you the Nobleſt 


$ Paſſion of the Mind, as its moſt hide- 


B 4 oo 


* 
- 
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Seraphick Lone, 
ons and formidable diſeaſe, - 
To love. tven with-ſome paſſionate- 
neſs, the perſon you would marry, is agr 
only allowable bur - expedient, | being 
almoſt-nece{fary ro the Dory of fixiog 
your affetion , where you have.' once 
engaged :your faiths for, it hach- been 
oblety'd,>rhat Love doth ſeldom ſuffer i 
{lt ro-þe.. confin'd by other Matches 
than thoſe of ics own making, And few, 
but they ,- that are fo, wiſe-as they-ſet 
cauſe to be almoſt in Love before hand 
with :rhofe they marry, prqveſq hongft 
as afterwatds' to be in Love with nope | 
elſe, Sincertherefore., the Marriage-of 
a wiſe man ſuppoſes at leaft as higly-aJ lia 
degree -ab- Love, as heis capable tq che- 8 T' 
Fiſh without forteiting ebac: Title 3 I can-f ev: 
ſcarce diſallow the being. moderately inf ali 
Love withoue being injurious, to - Mar-f .rui 
Triage, which is a Relation, that though} ba 
{] can with-wuch lefs reluctancy: permit} be: 
othe1s,.;than, contract myſelf, yet dare} wh 
I not/abſ{olutely condemn; a condition off nar 
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Lite, as-expedient to-:nomin, without cn} 
;'Which;: even. , Paradice' and. Innocence# try 
werenot (ufficieat ro:+compleatthe hap-Y find 
pineſs -of the firſt Man, Thus. you ſee} hin 
Lindamor, -that I do-not ——— har 
Quartel-with all ſorts of Love, but'eny liz 


* | deavou 


Seraphick Love. 
deavour onely to poſſeſs yon with this 
Truth , that+ as. antieacly among the 
Jews, there were odoriferous unguents, 
which it was .neicher uouſual: nor un- 
lawful to anaine themfelves- with, or 
beſtow upar:irheir friends $ but there 
was'a certain: ;pecuhar. compoſition too, 
66:2 precious 'dintment,. which God ha- 
ring; reſerv'd xa be employ'd:in his own 
ſaivices withithart , the- perfaming of 
chieir friends? was* Criminal and. Sacri- 
_—_ {0 there are regulated degrees 

Love, which tis not: forbidden to 
| harbor for 2 friend, a Miſtriſs., or a 
3 Wife; bur: chere iis 100 a certain pecu- 

liar ſtrain, or fit: may ſo call it) heroick 

Temperament of: Love, which,' where 

ever/it is found; makes it belong, as un- 

alienable, as juſtly unto GO'D, A vir- 
| -tuous wife may love both her Huſ- 
bants Relations: and her own, and yet 
be-:rruly ſaid: co' love him - with her 
whole Hearts becauſe there is a certain 
untivall'd degree of kindneſs, and a pe> | 
cular ſort of Love, which conſtitutes 
true conjugal- .affeftion, that ſhe con- 
fines to him; and reſerves intirely for 
him, and would think it criminal to 
harbor for any other perſon - ſo a Re- 
lizwus ſoul may obey the Command, 


* ” 
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of 


- 


of Loving God entirely; though ſhe al- 


tow her Aﬀe&ions other:Objedts 3 pro+ 
vided they be kept in a due Snbordina- 


tion to,and kept from entwing into Com: | 


petition with, that Love, which oughe 
to be appropriated to. Him z and which 
reſults chiefly from, an either altogerher 
or almoſt, uniacreaſable:Elevation, ant 


Vaſtneſs of AﬀeRionz' from :an entire { 
Refignment to, and anab(olute Depen- | 
dence on, the Lov'd Party 3: from a reſts | 
leſs Diſquiet '-upon- the: leaſt fenſe or. | 
doubt of her Diſpleafure; ' fronf a grea«. | 
cer Concern. in her Intereſts, than ones | 
own ; from an ExpeRation no leſs than | 


Felicity / or | Wretchednefs from her 
Friendſhip or: Indigaation 3: or at leaſt a 
Perſuadedne( [that - nothing can be a 


greater Happineſs than her .Favour, or | 
deſerve the name of, Happineſs without ' 
it, For, where evera Paſſion has theſe * 


properties, or any of them, . conſpicuous 
an it; it-cangor, but by being conſecrated 
to,.God, ayoid becoming injurious both 
to Him: and to itſelf, Thevery Noble- 


neſs of it entitles Him to.it:- As in ſome | 
Kingdomes, -( and particularly here in * 
England) though Veins of coorſer Me- | 


tals mzy belong to the Owner of the 
Soil they grown, yer all.che Mines pe 
the 
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{ natute; and. whoſe 


' Seraphick: Love, 
the more perfe&t Merals (as Gold and 
Silver ): are. by the Law made | Mines 
Royal, and belong tothe Xing, to whom 
their value appropriates thetn, By re- 
fleting upon this peculiar Notion of 
Love; you may be pleas'd, Lindamor, to 
interpret ſuch/Indefinite Expreſsions as 
ou may meet with in the following 


{ Diſcourſe, And this Love; I' have ta- 
, # ken thefreedonvto > +4 Seraphick Love, 
| (not out of any 


ecation. of Tumid 
Words or Titles; but) borrowing the 


{ name from (if the.Romiſh Divines be 
3 good Marſhals of. the Heavenly Hoſt ) 


thoſe Nobler Spirits of the C celeſtial 


$ Hierarchie, Whoſe: Name inthe Lan- 
| guage to which it-be- 


gelical Prophet's My- | 
ſterious Viſton ) ſufficiently points ar * 


# the Divine Object, to which the flames, 
$ that warm them, aſpire and tend, And 
1 me-thinks', Lindamoy, that you ſhould 
find ic no faint Invitation to embrace 


Seraphick Love, that you may havethe 
Advantage, by making your (elf a Rival 
to 


| The Name Serahbim, In He- 
longs, expr eſſes them brew , ſprings from the Root F4- 
to be of a Flaming raph , which ſignifies, to burn or 
flame : Whence, Numb. 21.6. 
BB» X thoſe pernicious creatures , chat 
h imployment (mentio=s - our . Trpnſlators Engliſh, Fiery 


. * «  Serpents,are yled in the Original 
ned in the * Evan Hannechaſim has-ſerapbim. 


to 


* Seraphick Love, | 
to theſe glorious Spirits z to make them 
your friends, and the Honor to be in- 
gaged in a Service.,' where youare ſure 
of ſuch illnftrious concurrents- Atleaſt 
if you beof the mind of that generous 
youth, | (-to whoſe ſucceſsful valour the 
conquer'd World was: both Theatre 
and Trophie ) who refus'd to run at the 
olympick Games, becauſe there were 


no Monarchs to run with him, But I : 


fear, Lindamor, I have.a hittle digrels'd; 
fince I might have told you in fewer 
words, that it is not my defign in this pa+ 
per to declaim againſt Love in general, 
or make a. ſolemn Harangue of the 
Fickleneſs of Women; and rhat there- 
fore, as when. young Gallants (ſuch as 


port ,you,. Lindamor) are. ſubje@ ro caſt away 


-, their Love upon unfic objects, ther; 
diſcreet friends, ( ſenſible of the truth of 
the 7talian Comick's obſervation, that 


Oneſta contra' amore 
E troppo frale ſchermo 
In giovinetts cuore, 


In youthful Hearts bare Vertuts 
wont to prove 

But 4 weak fhield againſt the 
darts of Love.) 


without} 


_ 
- 
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Seraphich Love: 
without taking any more than neceſſary 
notice of their former fond and tragling 
Paſſions, reclaim them by eicher march- 
ing them, or at leaſt (in order thereun- 
to) engaging their Addrefles to Perſons, 
whoſe Beauty or Prerogatives may both 
legitimate and confine their affeRions : 
So I ſhall now endeavour to prevent the 


£ furore Gaddings of your Love to Ob- 


jeas, that cannot deſerve fo tranſcen- 
dent and difintereſt a one, as I have ob- 
ſerv'd yours to have been; by preferring 
and engaging it tothe True ObjeR thar 
Paſſion was born to, the Nobleſt it can 
aſpire to, and the moſt Satisfying it can 
enjoy, Yes, \Lindamor, 2s it has hicher- 
to been omrrgy wee Task to 
Un-hood your Soul, I ſhall now make 
it my buſineſs to ſhew her Game to fly 
at, I fee that Lovein Lindamoris too 
Noble and Predominant an Aﬀecion, 
ro beeither Eaſte or Fit to be deſtroy'd. 
It will therefore be my deſign, nor ro 
Suppreſs your flame, bur to Addreſs ir, 


$I wiſh'd it withdrawn from Hermione , 
7 not to Annihilare ir, but to Transfigure 


it, I would not have a Pafſion which 
wanted nothing, but a due ObjeR, to be 


| Seraphick Love, like Yulgar men, be 


ard fra'low'd up by Death , che common 


fate ; 


Set. 2. 


Numb. c, 
21. V. 8,9, 


Seraphick Love. 
fate + But heennobled by a deſtiny like 
that of Enoch and Elias, who, having 
ceas'd ro conyerſe with Mortals, Dy'd 
-not. but were Tranſlaxed-into Heaven, 

Whar has been ſaid already, Linda- 
mor, hath, it ſeems, ſufhc'd to retifie 
yout Love ; by Diſabuſing it, and ſhew- 
ing you, how unfitly it was plac'd on.its 
former Objets, Your: proficiency in 
Thar, invites me to proceed with you to 
a new Leſſon, and (mindful of thattrue 
Saying of an Emirient Father, Nemo a-F 
liquem amat, quem non vnlt eſſe meliorem)$Þ"* 
ro endeavour-to exalt your paſhon' by 
Directing and Setling it upon an Ob- 
jet, the due Contemplation 'of whoſe 
Lovelineſs -may cure as perfeRly all 
hurts received from any Mortal Beauty, 
as antiently the Sight of the H__ 
Serpent on the Pole did: cure the hurts 
the fiery Serpents gave, - For, ſince. to 
gaze ſtedtaſtly on an outward Beauty,F: 
where all your looking will but diſcover 
the ſame face, is found ſo effeftual tof 
Kindle or tro Blow the fire of Love," 
(which the Greeks prettily enough ex- 
preſs by their ex 7s pay ry 1167 T0 £p&y 
how much 'muſt a due Contemplatio 
enamour us of that Divine, and. though 
Retulgear, yer ever more and more Diſ-; 
coverabl 


_ » Seyapbick Love: 
cdverable OBje&; where Attention and 
Wonder ſtill mutually excite and che- 
fiſh\each other ? Whence the zealou(- 
eft and perfeteſt Lovers of God are 
the glorious Angels, of whom. our Sa- 


r3 


viour ſayes; that in Heaveri, they alwayes Marth. 18. 


behold the face of his Father which s in ** 
Heaven; and thoſe blefled Saints, whoſe 
imployment; and whoſe happineſs is, in 


the Revelation, expreſt to be, To follow Rer. 14 4. 


the Lamb whitherſoever hegors, And 
hoſe unblemiſh'd Perſons are in thar 


place recorded ro have kept themſelyes 


Indefiled by mortal Beauties ; to teach 
gs, that the nearer and clearer Intuition, 
hat Heaven affords them of the glori- 
pus Obje& of their Paſſion , was , nor 
he Cauſe of it, but the Recompence z 
nd that whilſt they liv'd Exiles here on 
arth, 'twas ſuch a ſpeculation, as I am 
ecommending ( Lindamor) to You, 
herewith they liv'd ( to borrow the 


ho « Inviſible; 2 Sight, whoſe Glory *7: 
ade them look on fading Beauties, 
ich\as undazel'd and untroubl'd Eyes, 
S Eagles can be ſuppos'd to caſt on Glo- 
orms when they have been newly ga- 


Zing on the Sun, bad 


:xpreſſion nſed of Moſes) 45s ſering him Heb. 11. 


{ To engage your Love, Lindamor, to S:8. z. 


" this 


+ . Cleareſt reaſon is the moſt adyantagiouFhaye 
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. this ſublimeſ of. objeQs; 1 ſhall deſire, - 


that all that 1,have f(aid:to divert your 


| 
former fl2mes, and a}l chat: may ſay;to Þ | 
deprecixe-and dilcredit thoſe degrading | - 
and diſquieting Amours, that are wont Þ c 
to inveagle Mortals, may:þe lookt upon Þ « 
2s meant,/rather by way of Preparative, Þ y 
than of motive, aiming but to diſabuſe  y 
and reRify your mind, that with com- & 0 
pos'd and unprepoſſe(s'd thoughts you F 


may judge ot the. objec 1 propoſe ro # E 
you, Which to qualifie you to be but F is 
impartial ro, this method ſeem'd expe- F rec 
dient z being bur imploy'd upon ſuch a tu 
ſcore, 'as that on which - the Plaronifty ly. 
us'd to premiſe certain virtues, which no! 
they ( ſignificantly enough.) call'd Pur-& Lo 
eative,to diſpoſe and fir the mind for chef} ir. 
reception of ſublimer truths. As Phy- 
fitians ro cleer the fight are wont rafff tha 
purge the head, that the eye freed fro 

all darkning and diſgu.fing Tin&ares; 
may the more pertecty diſcern the ob 
jects preſented to it. And certain'y, the 
Love I would perſwade , is of a nature 
that makes nothing more conducive tc 
it than the greateſt uncloudedneſs c 
the Eye, -and the pertecteſt 1lluſtratio 
of the objet: which is ſuch, that ch 
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' Light itcan defire robe ſeen by. You 
know the Story of that witty .Wench, 
who us'd merrily to wiſh her Lover all 

' good Qualities, but a good Underſtan- 
dingy for That, ſaid ſhe, would make 
them out of Loye with me, The Di- 
vine Objet to which 1 would Prefer 
you, Lindawer, is ſo far from being 
obnoxious to a Danger of that Nature,: 

F that I'need not Diſparage any other to 

8 Enamour you of this, For, the Creator 

is roo full of Excellencies to need to be 

recommended or ſet off by the Crea- 

ture's Defets, He was ſoverainiy Love- 

ly-in Himſelf, before they had a Being z 

nor has his giving us that Paſsion, call'd 

Love, made him che unfitter Object for 

it. Tolove God, but becauſe your Mi- 

ſtreſs Þ-as perſonal faults, is a greater, 

than any of thoſe for which you have 
declin'd hers and is ſuch a Solceciſm in 

Seraphick Love, as it were in the Perfi- 

an Religion, (for that has yer embracers - * 

$ in the Eaſt, as thoſe, that have there 

eK convers'd with them, aſſure me) to make 

the Spots that blemiſh the Moon the 

Motives of their worſhipping the Sun, 

Hermione is a Lady to whale noble Re- 

lations I am too mucha Servanc, nor to 

have a ReſpeR for Her ; and I cannor, 
C withous 
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without concluding her an Extraordi-. 


nary perſon, remember how lately ſhe & © 
enjoy'd the honour of Captivating Lin- | * 
damor ; and though ſhe has fince by in- 4 
juriouſly Declining, juſtly Forfeited the Þ 7 
plorious Title of his Miſtreſs, yet the - 


mong divers others, like her ſo well, that 
"tis now my Quartel to her, that ſhe Is 
not what ſhe Was, And therefore what h 
ever may tall from my Pen to her diſad- b 
vantage, relates to Her but as ſhe was, | © 

or may again be, an Obſtacle to your de- + 
yotedneſs to Seraphick Love, To ingage I | 
you to which, (all chis notwithſtanding, il *-* 
Lindamer) 1 muſt do you the right to 
tell you, that God deſerves the higheſt 
Elevation of your Love, though Her- 
mione had not rejeRed it, Were theft ® 
not only as Handſome as you fancy'd 


Qualities, that gave it her, made me, a- h 
et 


her, bur as Conſfant as you wiſh'd her, to 
her Beauty, ar.d her Friencſhip roo con- _ | 


curring, could not have mace her other 
than as Diſadvantagious as Injurious, 
a Rival unto God3 and, in the yay 
Fiuition of as obliging; Returns as her 
Kindneſs could have made your Paſsion, 
ſhe would » have deſery'd but a more 
moderate Degree of it, Angels, tofff, 
whom Women weie never falle or wr 
0, 


" Seraphick Love, 
&, love their Maker above all things: 
-and he to 'whom $t Fohn preſents his 
Adoration, refuſed it tor himſelf ro di- 
re& it unto God, Would not your ſelf, 
Lindamor have thought your Hermione 
abſolurely handſome, though Moors 
had not worn the Devils Livery, and 
the thing call'd detormity, had been as 
much a ſtranger, as it is unwelcome to 
her Sex? 'tis true, ſuch is our frailty, 
that, As the 1ſraelites needed a cruel and 
* F opprefſive bondage, in Fgypr, ro make 
, them reſolve on returning to the Bleſſed 
"| Land of Canaan; fo oftentimes, the a- 
> f Morous ſoul needs the harth uſage of 
1k diſdainful Miſtreſs, ro diſguſt it with 
its Thraldom , and make it aſpire roits 
- more genuine and 'ſar'sfying - objec. [ 
4003 therefore allow Hermonie's deiets 
to have given you freedom 'and occafi- 
on to conſider the Prero2atives of Se- 
raphick Love: bur I muſt not allow 
them to be the chief Motives of your 
bracing it, For, it were tob injurious 
Yo its glorious objet, ro make that 
but the refuge of a defeated paſsion , 
hoſe tranſcendency entitles it to more 
hat the moſt elevared and entire one; 
Alas, God needs not thele beggerly 
Parallels with any fading [6bje&s, to be 
| = 2 


come 


Seraphick Love, | 
come that of our diſabus'd Devotion, , 
and he were lovely without compari- 
ſon, as well as he is ſo. above it, And ] 
chough I.be not ſo unjuſt co deny, that | £ 
there are Ladies (ſome of which I have & x 

K 
| 


the happineſs not to be unknown to my 

ſelf ) whoſe Excellencies are capable to 

ennoble their whole Sex: Yet theirff E 
greateſt accompliſhments compar'd to at 
his perfeftions, whoſe gifts they are, & al 
are 1n that eclipling company, as incon- Þ by 
ſpicuous as the faint Qualities of moreF ar 
ordinary perſons. As when in a clearf T 
morning, the Rifing-Sun vouchſafes & we 
ro viſit us, as well thoſe bright ou 
Stars that did adorn our Hemiſphere, wo 
as thoſe dark ſhades that did benighty Ch 
it, vaniſh : Conſonantly whereunto, giveſy no! 
me leave to obſerve to you, Lindamor# Go: 
that though divers of God's Attributegy phi 
are through his goodneſs participated. by ta/z 
his Creatures, yet the Scripture make be 
ſo vaſt a diſparity betwixt che exceller 
cies that ir aſcribes to Men, and t 
ſame perfeRions confider'd as they exiſcell 
in God, that it ſeems abſolutely rqFhi 
exclude Created Beings from any Tigcom 
tle to thoſe Attribures  becanſe the 
poſſeſs them bur in a way (@ inferior tc 


that tranſcendent, peculiar, and Divint 
manner 


| Seraphick Love. ; I9 
manner, n which they belong toGod. 

Thus our Savieurſays to him that ( ta- 

king him but for a Man ) Call'd him 
good, Why calleſt thou me good? there i Me. 1g. 
B none good but one, ( that is, ) God, Thus '* "5: 
'& $7 Paul calls God Cor Chriſt.) the on- _.. 
>| ly Porentate , porG- Suar;though the ig, © * 
r# Earth be ſhired by ſeveral Potencates 3 | 

+8 anJeven the deyout Zuxuch inthe As, Ats 8.17. 
,& and the depoſed . Grandees mentioned — 
-& by the Bleſſed Virgin in her Canticle, 

ef are, in the Original, ſtyled Potentares, 

rF Thus, though there be wiſe Virgins as Ma. 25.5. 
SY well as fooliſh; and though our Savi- 

our tells us, That the Children of this Luk 16. 8, 
world are intheir generations wiſerthan the 

Children of Light : Yet St, Paul (cruples 
of not to tearm tis Maker, The only wiſe Tim-1. 
God; and thus he elſe-where Para- © 

«6 phraſes him , 'He that hath oxly immor- * Tim.6.. 
tality, though Angels and humane ſouls ** 

& be deathleſs, In fo incommunicable a 

manner does the ſuperiority of God's 

Nature make him poſleſs thoſe very ex- 
ellencies, which the diffuſivenels of 

is Goodneſs , makes him pleaſed to 
ommunicate, I am the more zealous, 
1eftLindamer , to transfigure your Love in- 

- r<t0 Devotion, ( which Imuſt defire you © 
into look upon. but as a vary d name for 

| C 3 Se- 
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Seraphick Love) becauſe] haye obſeryd 
your paſſipn. to ; have been extreamly 
imparient--of confinement, and to have, 
eſteem.d) whatever may be tearm'd li- 
mits:to be -prjlons, Few therefore can 
need more or deſerve ' better, an ob- 
je& for their Love , for which tooim- 
menſe a va{ine(s were impoſſible, And, 
ſuch a.one is.God , whoſe Soveraign 
perfeRions, render him ſo uncapable of 
being loy'd coo much, that the moſt 
aſpiring -paſſion can ſcarce, arrive (ſo 
.-much, as). ro- leſſen its .diſproportion 
to-- the objet, Other Paſſions , like: 
other Rivers,\are moſt lik'd *'when they 
calmiy flow within their wonted Banks: 
but of Sergphick Love,. as of Nilms the 
very Inundarions. might be. defitable,; 
and | his . oye:flowings make him the: 
more. welcome, For .mqrtal- Beauties, 
- our paſſions are [like our ſelves: if or+ 
ſtature chance-to exceed! a. certajn ſize 
or Standart,/ it makes us,tzonſtrous ; but. 
devotion 1s like a flawleſs Diamond; 
where the-bigneſs taxes:the value; and. 
the unuſual rulti borhrrates-and inhan+/ 
ces the luſtreand the price, '-o give God 
all our love:is/ the greateſt »>Command. 
both of the Law and Goſpel ) in its ca- & 
pacious . and '/geeming -womb , both: 
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Compriſing and Cheriſhing all the 
other Services God requires) and that 
there is nor more exaRted of us, is nor, 
that an Addition were Culpable, buc 
becauſe it is Impoſſible, So noble is the 
nature of Devotion , that it admits of 
failings but by one of the Extremes, 
which is that of Defe&, For, Medio- 
cricy, ( whoſe Office 'tis to reſtrain us 
from approaching the. utmoſt Limits) 
which in other Palsions is an Excellence, 
is here an Imperfeion, Or, at leaſt, if 
2 Mediocrity be that which creates Paſsi- 
ons Virtues, the Medioctity : f this Love 
muſt conſiſt in the Boundleſsneſs of it, 
ince that is it which makes it moſt a 
irtue, The Man atter God's own Pal. 42.:. 
eart is not afraid to own even to his OD , 
aker an ardency of Love for Him, eſt, &c. 
yhich muſt be expreſt by the ſignifi- IN 
ant Metaphor of Thirſt; and that ſuch iimems:; 
| Thirſt coo, as makes the panting Hart f4cu#4:i- 


C. by Naturaliſts obſerved to be a very DR. 
5 Dry Creature) bray (as I remember the 3. 
- ebrew hath it} for thoſe refreſhing 


'Mreams, whoſe want diſtreſſes and re- 
aces her to an almoſt gaſping condi- 
Fon : . My very Sosl (faith he) thirſfteth vert 2. 
or God, And we know, that Thirſt is 
'Yot only ſo violent an appetite, that ir 
| C 4 leſſens 
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leſſens the Wonaer of that Monarch s' 


Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to have 
parted with his Kingdom for a Cup of 
water : But thirſt doth ſo confine onr 
Longings to what it craves, that no- 
thing elſe can ſatisfie chem, The wealth 
of both the 7ndies would not excuſe the 
want of a needed Cup, ſuppoſing their 
Poſſeſſor tormented with an Appetite, 
which cannot be quench'd but by Drink, 
To which I muſt add, that the uneaſt 


neſs of unrelieved Thirſt, is not, like that 
of other inconveniencies, leſſen'd by 


Continnance, but grows by Laſting the 
more Unſupportable, The ſame inſpir 
Poet (cruples not alſo to proteſs ſo ſer 
ſible and fo active a Concern for God 
Intereſts, that the zeal of God's Houſe ha 
eaten himup; and hugely troubled hei 
that others are not affected with th 
Pal. x19. ſame Zeal. 7 beheld (ſayes he) the Tran 
15. greſſors, andwas grieved, becauſe they ke 
not thy Word, Nay, Rivers of wate 
136, ayes he, 1u1 downmint Eyes, becauſe 
kept not thy Law z and to manifeſt hc 
much the tenderneſs and unreſery'dne 
of his Love, made him think thoſe | 
friends or enemies, that were ſo to Ga 
Plil. tcx, Minceyes (ſays he) ſhall be upon the fait 
& ful of the Land, that they may dwell s 


 , © Seraphick Love, 23. 
me: Hethat walketh jerſels in the way, he 
ſhall ſerve me. Do not I hate them, O Lord, cm 
that hate Thee, and am not I grieved with * 
thoſe, that riſe up againſt Thee? I hate 

them with a perfet hatred, I count them 
1 mine enemics, At this Rate did pious 
e8 David love his Maker, but he was fo 
ri far from thinking this .Rate Exceſsive, 
g 
1 


that, tranſported by the ſenſe of his 
Perſonal Diſability co pay that Divine 
Object all the Love thar his Perfections 
merited ; he is not content to rouſe u 
all his own faculties to praiſe God, 
(Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is Pal. 103. 
within me bleſs his Holy Name) but hein- *: 

vites all the Godly to. afsiſt him in the 
Payment of ſo vait a Debt, (Love the Pal. 117. 
Lord all ye Saints, for, ec.) And again, 
(Praiſe the Lord, all ye Nations, praiſe Pal. 138, 
him all ye People,) And not content *: 
neither frequently to do this, as may 

appear by very many paſſages of his ſa- 

cred Poems, heextends his Invitation to 

the Ange's,.and'al! the other Hoſts of 

God, and concludes the Book of Pſalms 

with a, Let every thing that hath breath 

praiſe the Lord, Hallelujah. : 

Nor does it invalidate what has now Set. 4: 

been delivered, that ſome Men have, 
even by Devour Perſons, been _ 
or 


Mat. 23, 
23, 
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for too much Deyorxion : for, it was not" 
an excels of Love; but a want of Dif- 
cretion, that was guilty of their faults; 
The Expreſsions of our Love to God 
oughtto be regulated, not by our blind 
and wild Phancies, but. by his revealed 
Will, (as Chriſt ſayes, 7f you lowe me, 
keep my Commandments) and therefore ir 
is very poſsible to be Too devour, not 
becauſe any Expreſsion of Seraphick 
Love can be made with too much Ar- 
dency, whilſt *tis conſider'd abſtractedly 
in it (elf, and irrelatively to the reſt 
But becauſe that there heing ſeveral du- 


ties of '/ Love, which require an Ardency 


of it *cis injurious to exerciſe all that in 
one alone, or a few, that belongs equal- 
ly to the 'negleted others, We muſt 


'not ( as: too many Profeſſors are now 
wont to do, ' of whoſe error you may re- 


ceivea fuller account in ſome other Pa- 
pers) daſh in pieces the two Tables of 
the Law againſt one another ; But muſt 
ſo love GOD nith all our hearts, as to love 
our Neighbour as our ſelyts, 'You know 
what our Saviour ſaith to the Phariſees, | 
that Tithed Mint, and Cummin, with 
a neglet of Judgment, Mercy, and 
Faith, thoſe weightier matters of the 
Law; Theſe oveht you (9:) to have 
done, | 
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deve, end not to leave! the other undone. 

BAnd indeed this: partiality ,: Lindewor 
which makes us diſplay ſo much of che 

ſtrength and vigor: of our - Spirits in 

ome fayourite-Durties , that we can bur 

| Wanguidly and :;perfunctorily pertorm 

hoſe others weare leſs fond of; begets 

n Devotion a diſeaſe, nor unlike thr 

ew one in Childrea we call the Rickers, 

zhich Come Learned Phyſicians do not 

mprobably conceive to ariſe from the 

nequal natrition .of the parts, For 

hough none of them receive exceffive 
owiſhment , vet ſome of them receiy- 

ng. as much as is:convenient'for them, 

2nd thereby growing up to their natu- 

al bigneſs, whilſt others are leſs non- 

iſh'd than ( were the body: healthful ) 

hey would be; do: grow ſo little, thar 

he_ ſounder parts -feem over-grown, 

nd-{o the diſproportion betwixt them 

d . the Rickering ones ' makes the 

hole body they compoſe miſhapen 

d unwieldy, | Bur, Lindamor'; this 

roves: not that we can. love God too 

Such, but only, :that we may imploy \ 
$oo much 'of that Love, in this or 
hat way of expreſſing it. Whilſt we 
re ( as Job ſpeaks) Inhabitants of theſe 
bouſes of clay, there are many —_ 
whiC 
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which do. as. well: challenge an inten- 
ficy of. our afteRions,: as thoſe which re- 
late more:-immediately 'to God, Ag 
z Cor 79. $t Payl tells us, that there is differenc 
3233» 34 hetwixt married and fingle perſons, the 
affections of the one being_ at liberty to 
devote theinſelves more undiſftractedlyY jn 
> to God, whereas thoſe of the other are n 
diſt:ated3'( as Adam's were, betwixtÞ (« 
his Maker and his Rib,) But where a 1g 
direct and immediate expreſſion of 
love to 'God defrauds not any other 

Duty, there it is free from the dan 
of Exceſs, Though Prayers may eatily 
be too long, and Faſts grow exorbi- 
rant ;: yet Chriſt could ſpend the whol 
night in: Ptayer, and Faſt forty days 
without. immoderateneſs, when theflpn 
other expreſſions of his Love to his Fa yjp 
ther and the other exerciſes of his Me 7, 
diatory: FunRtion ,. 'were' not thereby G1, 
diſtutb'd, but further'd and promoted 
1King, And ſo Elij4h might -inculpably faſt 
15-2, long, when that faſting did nor diſable 
him to proſecute his journey to the bef{ 
Mount of God; and-;though juſt mer 
here on Earth muſt expreſs their LoveF; 
to their Maſter by ( that buſte diſtra&t- 
_ ing, and remoter way of ſervice) trad 
ing with his Talent cruſted ro- them 


yet 
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et when - their diyeſture of- Mortality 
diſpenſes them from thoſe laborious and 
avocating duties to diſtrefſed Chriſtians, 
and their own ſecular Relations, which 
are here requiſite to be perform'd ; their 
glorify'd ſpirits may now , without any 
immoderate deyotion , imploy , 1 ſay 
not, their time, but their Ecernity it 
ſelf, in converſing with God, and fol- 
lowing the -Lamb whitherſoever he 
goes, And congruouſly I obſerve , that 
the four myſterious Beaſts, allow'd. ro R*v- 4: 
approach neareſt co the Throne of *”" 
God, though their many wings , and 
more numerous eyes,intimate chem of 
a very aRive nature, are repreſented to 
bs in the Apocalypſe, 2s addicted but to 

Bone imployment; ceaſing neither day nor 
night rom ſaying, Holy, Holy , Holy , ver. 8. 
Lord God Almighty; and from giving 
Glory, and Honowr, and thanks unto him, 
0. And of thoſe that have whited their Robes 

Wn the bloodef the Lamb, this account is in 
Arche ſame Book given us, that they are Rev. -. 
WM before the Throne of God, and ſerve him '#:*5 
eli day and night in his Temple. So true is 
veRic, that no degree of Seraphick Love 
= can be exceſſive, nay, not any expreſ- 
n 
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Y ſion of it immoderate, unleſs ic be made 
ſo, not by its greatneſs, buc by its aſur- 
pation, 


T Joh.4. 
6, 


that awelleth in Love dwelleth in God, and 
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pation, whereby. it either . ingroſſes or fo 
invades what belongs to its injur'd and | ** 
languiſhing afſocares; * Our Love unto Y *? 
the Creatures is a preſent;-bu unto God de 
it is a Tribute, and though we may} ® 
ealily play the 'Prodigals in parting lin 
( over-freely.Y with our Gifts, we can | 
ſcarce be ſo in the payment of our | *** 
debts; for, be the' ſums never ſo vaſt all 
we pay away, their being due, in'ſpite no] 
of their being great, makes the. Dif W 
burſement too much an Act of Juſtice, = 


to be one of Profuſeneſs, Seraphick 
Love, (whoſe paſſionateneſs -is its beſt 
complexion) has then moſt approach'd if ©' 
its nobleſt meaſure, when it can leaſt be G 
meaſur'd : nor ought irs extent to ad-f > 
mit any other limits' than an utter dif- Def 
abiliry ro exceed thoſe that terminate ir, - - 
For he alone loyes God as much as he *®) 
ought, that loving him as much as he 
can, ſtrives to repair the deplor'd im- 
perte&tion of that Love, with an extream 
regret to find his Love no greater, 
Such a ſublimicy of Love will beſt entitle 
you to the Conſolation acctuing from 
that memorable paſſage of St, Fohn, 
where he ſays, that God is Love, and he 


Godin him, which ſupplics- me with a 
forcible 
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forcible Inducement, to invite you to 
an eazer aſpiring to a Tranſcendency 
in. Deyotion, fince it may render Self- 
denial ſo eafte, that *twill (at laſt) ak 
moſt diveſt that name, For, this ſub- 
limer Love being, by an intimate con- 
jun&ion with its Objet, wholly devo- 
ted to 'it, and throughly refined from 
all baſe Droſs of ſelfiſhneſs and intereſt, 
nobly begets a moſt ſtrift Union of our 
Wills with God's, (orrather) a perfect 
Submiſzgion of the one to the other, 
And thus, when it is become Your 
Will to obey His, no diſpenſations of 
Providence will immoderately diſquiet 
you, for, you poſleſs your Wiſhes in 
General, and in Bulk, though polsib'y 
not alwayes in Retail, For, your chietelt 
Defire being to (ce your Maker's Will 
falfiil'd, your knowledge of his being 
the Soveraign and uncontroll'd Diſpolcr 
of the Events, aſſures you, that all Ac- 
cidents that can betall you, are bu: ex- 
act Accompliſhments ot his Will, and 
conſequently of Yours, ſo far forth as 
that is included and compriz'd in His, 
When you have Reſign'd, * or rather 
onſign'd, your exp:opriated.Will (if I 
may ſo call it) to God, and thereby (as 
t were) entruſted him to Will for = 
a 


= 
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all his Diſpoſals of, and his Diſpenſati- 
ons towards you, are in effet, the As 
of your own Will, with che advantage 
of their being Directed and Specified 
by Him, An Advantage that does at 
once aſſure you both of their Rectitu ie 
and Succeſs, God's Wiſdom , Power, 
and Love to you conſider'd, how much 
more happy muſt you bein your Opti- 
ons of his chufing for you, than your 
immediate own? The Patient thinks 
himfelf obliged to gratifie his Phyſician 
for chuſing for him what ſorts of mea 
he is to ſeed onz though the Doctor be 
wont to make ſach a choice for him, as 
deprives him of the Diſhes he beſ! 
Likes, and oftentimes confines him te 
thoſe he Loaths, Alas, how ofte 
might God ſay of our Requeſts, 


Chriſt did of thoſe of the two aſpiring 1] 
Diſciples, Te know not what ye ask? | ad 
mire, and bluſh ro read in an Heath \ 
Satyriſt ſo Heavenly a Leſſon, as, 
k 
Permittes ipſis expendere Numinibus 
quid | 
Canveniat nobis, rebuſque fit util n T 
feris : Hea 


Nam pro Fucundis Utilia queque dif won 
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Charior eft illis homo,” quam ſibi © nds 
animorum 


. Impulſs, & c4ca pravaque copidine 


duct, 

Conjuzium petimus partumque uxors ; 
at illis 

Notum, qui pueri, qualizque futura ſit 
ux0r, | 


Unto the wiſer Gods the care per- 
mit, 

Of what's for us and our affairs moſt 
Fir, 

They will for pleaſant things the Beſt 
confer 

To whom Man is , than to himſelf, 
more dear. | 

We by our Blinder Paſhons led a- 
ſtray, 

Do for a Wife perhaps or Children 
pray : 

Which they may chance refuſe us out 
of Love, 

Knowing what both the Wife and 
Boys would prove, 


The conſideration of which made a 


Heathen Philoſopher ſay, That he was 


{4 wont only in general- rearms to beg 


7 


Good things of the Gods, leaving it to 
D 


them 


JT 


3 __ erabbick Lou 


them to determine what things were 


j Good for him. And indeed, our ownfl -* 
| Wiſhes are but too commonly as blind 
þ as Rachel's who having ſo cagerly long-}f . 
4h ed for Children, that ſhe impatiently _ 
[ Gen. 3*. Cries, Give me Childrenor elſe I aye, died | 
6H 18, in Child-bearing : And as deſtructive} ,, 


Ws! to the Wiſhers, as their Longings}| . 
"Kalb prov'd to the murmuring 7/raelites, who J 
q loathing the wholſome Manna (that ye 
\R Num. 11. Bread of Angels) God had provided forf 7. 
U'Y 33* them, are their own Bane in the Fleſh 
| they had ſo greedily luſted for, Thus, jj 
| Lindamor, that ſo-affrighting virtue off 
if Self-denial proves to be little more that 
# hy 2 Son's Letter of Attorney to his Father 
of whoſe paternal Kindneſs and cor 
ſummate Abiliries in the management 
#18 of affairs, his confidence amounts unto 
"R certainty, Nay, till my ſecond Thoughts 
check'd the over-foxrward Impetuoſaty 
of my firſt, I'was about to add , Sin 
God reſents an Infinite ſatisfaction it 
the accompliſhment of his own Will 
NM! your Making over your whole Will ti 
NR God, will impart to you chat FelicityMy, þ 
bi proportion'd to the degree of the R 
10 ſignment, And, as the Eye, whilſt by the 
WW. Optick Nerve-ty'd unto the: Head, ſic, 
WM! chain'd, can taſte delights, which 8 
Es i 
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dead to, being .once (everd from it , 
though ( otherwiſe ) it enjoy the beſt 
condirion of which its inanimate Na- 
ture can be ſuppos'd to be capable: $9 
may your Will by an Indentity or Same- 
neſs (in Tendency, though not in Na- 
ture ) with your Maker's, as 'twere En- 
grafted into Gods , receive a new and 
an enlarged capacity, which will enable 
you to contain and relliſh joys , highly 
tranſcending thoſe, which the fulleſt fru- 
ition of your private wiſhes 'were a- 
ble to create, Thus felf-denial is a kind 
of Holy Afociation with God, and 
( by making you-his partner ) interefles 
you in all his happineſs, and acquiſiti- 
ons, And conſonantly we ſee that Glo- 

W rify'd Saints and Bleſſed Angels, whoſe 
Will have the moft exquifite and ex- 
Wat Conformity to Gods, enjoy a hap- 
Wpineſs moſt approaching his ; whereas the 

"HA poſtate Spirits, in a confirm'd repug- 
ancy to his Will, find the extremity of 

retchedneſs, 
Bur though [dare notown, Lindamor, g,g, 5. 

o bold a Sally, yer I dare withone (cru- 

ple improve the diſcourſe. that prece- 
cd it, ro make out to you an advanta- 
W&ious difference of Seraphick Lovetrom 
 Drdinary Flames, For, he chat makes 
| D 2 a pre» 
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a preſent of this heart to any Mortal 
Beauty, even by her welcoming it, and 
lodging it with her own, grows ſubject 
to have it wounded in her Breaſt, Thoſe 
misfortunes reach him that would 0- 
therwiſe terminate in her: Her afflictions 
torment him, whilſt his own reprieve 
him; and the felicity of two perſons 
grows requifite ro make one * happy, 
The letting out our Love to mutable 
Objects, doth bur inlarge our hearts, 
and make them the. wider marks for 
fortune, and capable of being wounded 
in more places: for, although Love may 
as well make us participate the joys, 
reſent the infelicities of the parties 
loy'd 3 yet even the leaſt unhappy per 
ſons do in ſo fickle and fo tempeſtuous 
a Sea, as we all find this world , meet 
with ſo many more either croſs 'Winds 
or ſtormy Guts, than proſperous Gales; 
and . we are ſo much more ſenſible © 
pain than pleaſure, ( an aching Corn, 
though leſs than aſicknefs, unfitcing us 
to reliſh the otherwiſe perfect health of 
the whole body ) that. even friendſhip 
it ſelf, though a much calmer affection 
than Love, ought to be declin'd as in- 
jur1ous to our Quier, did we conſider 4t 
but as a partnerſhip of fortunes , not 

an 
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4n exerciſe of- Virues, But he , whoſe 
wiſer Loveſettles it felt on God,is noc 
only by the [mmurableand even tflen- 
tial happineſs of that adorable Object, 
ſecur'd from paiticipated infelicicies 
but finds his perſonal croſſes and Ci- 
ſtreſſes (weetned by conſidering , that 
what he moſt Loves is moſt Happy,and 
as able as willing in due time to make 
Him fo, And though Seraphick Love 
makes us partake but God's Felicities, 
yet his acceptance of it makes him re- 

ſent our ſorrows * In all their afflidtions B*: 53: 3: 
he was afflifted, ſays the Propher,of God, 
Wand of the 7[raclites, And lo the Son of 
God, (who is f*> much One with thoſe 
hot love him, that both he as the Head, 
Wand they as the Members,are ſomerimes, 

as making up One boc'y, call'd by One * Cor. 1z. 

ame; Chriſt) though as highas Hea- ** 

ren above the reach of perſonal or 1m- 
ediate perſecutions, call'd out to Saul 
or an intention of harming thoſe thar 
ov'd him, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou 
e? And, to demonſtrate the tender- 
eſs of this compaſsion, the Prophet 
ays to theretu'n'd 1ſraelites, concerning 

od, He that toacheth you, toucheth the ach. 2. 8. 
pple of bis Eye, Nor is God's Com- 
thon likea Miſtreſles, a grieving only, 
D 3 and 
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and an uſeleſs Pity, whereby the ſuffer-. 
ing Lover is oftentimes leſs comforted, 
2s it proceeds from her kindneſs, than 
afflicted; becauſe it breeds her diſquietz I 5, 
but God's is a compaſſhon , though mas 
aQive, yer Serene, and worthy of him- Il £11 
ſelf, which, witheur producing the diſ- I ..., 
compoſure, produces the effects of theſW ,... 
"Wk moſt ſenſible pity, by engaging him to FI... 
bali a timely relief and reſcue: - As thatY*p 
{74k freſhly mention'dexprefſion, 10 all theirff c: 
Ki afflidtions he was afflifted, is immediately n;.: 
follow'd by, and the Angel of his pre-Wſl gre 
ſence ſaved them 3 in his love, andin buf ;; 0 
pity, he redeemed them, and he bare them 11, 
and carried them all the days of old. Yesſqf . 
WW. this pity, for its not diſturbing God)! 
Thi haypineſs, enclines him not the leſs tc 
"Y. expreſs a ſenſe of our miſeriesZ ant 
makes vs find ( to uſe a Scripture phraſl 
WH as I would render it ) yaew d; rg 
0-0 Heb.1.x6, $unÞar, Grace for an opportune relief 

| I ſay, with the Divine Writer , an 0 
fortune Or ſeaſonable relief, becauſe 

comes not always when it is moſt d 

fired, but when it is moſt fit ; and whaWorr, 

that is, he that hath ar once all preſentWqyri 

paſt, and future things in his proſpect 

is fitceſt ro determine, Chiiſt's word 

AR. r, 7. to his Diſciples, ( It i not for you tokn 
Fe, , 


Serephick Love, © 37 
the Tires or the Seaſons, which the Father 
hath put in his.own pow are applicable 
to more Caſes than that which occa- 
fion'd them, The Cananitiſh woman wa. 7. 27; 
muſt put up a Refuſal, and the reproach» 
ful name of a Dog, (which yer by the 
way, Was a Paraphrafe commonly e- 
nough us'd by the Jews of the Heathen, 
and as ſuch was underſtood by this TG 
EB EX; Gentile not Greek,) The If atlites wore 
(compriſing the Parriarchs their Proge- t $yre- 
nitors) were reduced to wait four hun- f\*nicics 
"Mdred and thirty years, er they were in- Region 
troduced into rhe Promis'd Land ; and with c:- 
during a great part of that long ſpace *** 
of time , Tanguiſh'd and groan'd under Gal. 3. 17. 
the heavy Burchens, and other as heavy 


Preſſures, of the as cruelly as unſucceſs- 


Tully politick «/£7yptians, St. Paul him- Brek. 28. 
Welt pray'd the Lord thrice for the remo- 34 _ 
val of that rade oxonNob 71 Tap, T horn -. Tor 
o the ny ( whatever that may mean,) 
'ENay, of the Bleſſed Virgin-Mother her zu. + 48. 
ſelf; her Divine Son would not be found 

ill the third Day, though ſhe ſought him 
*Morrowing, And Lazarus, to whom, even 
during his Sickneſs, he vouchſafed (a 
1 Title, to which all Czſar's were but Tri- 

Wiles) the ſtyle gf Friend, (which embold- Job. rt. . 
ned the pious Mary = Paraphraſe him 


4 by 


/ 
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Seraphick Love. 


by a, He whom they lov'ſt) was permits 
ted not only to Lye a-dying,but to Dye g 


his Reſcue beinz. deterrd, till it: was 
thought impoſſible ; and was ſo indeed 
to-any leſs power than Omniporence, 
W hich manifeſts, that as no ; gan of 
Diſtreſs is unrelieyable- by his Power, 
ſo no Extremity of it is inconſiſtent with 
his Copaſsion, no, not with his Friend- 
ſhip, He whoſe Spirit inſpired the Pro» 
phets, is inthe laſt of them repreſented 
uner the notion of a Refiner : and 'tis 


not the cuſtom of Refiners to ſnatch the 


belov'd Metal out of the Fire, as ſoon. 


as it feels the violence of that purifying 
Element, nay, nor as ſoon as itis Melted 
by it, but they ler it long endure the 
brunt of-the active Flames, acuated by 
exciting Blaſts, till it have ſtood its due 
time in the Fire, and there obtain'd its 
full Purity and Splendor, - And I hope, 
you will give one that converles with 
Furnaces, though he be no Pretender to 
the Philoſopher's Stone leaye to improve 
a Chymical Metaphor,and obſerve, that, 


though in Aflictions, eſpecially Natio- 
nal or Pub'ick Calamities, God often- 


times (ſeems to make no diſtinction bes. 
twixe the Objects of his Compalsion, 


and thoſe of his Fury, indiſcriminately 


inyolying 


— Gy WW 


Seraphitk Love: 

involving them in the ſame \ Deſtiny z 
yet his Pre-ſcience and Intentions make 
2 vaſt Difference, whete his Infliions 
do not ſeem to make Any : As, when 
on the ſame Feſt, and with the ſelf-ſame 
Fire, we urge as well the Gold, as the 
blended Lead, or Antimony ; but with 
fore-knowing, and deſigning ſuch a diſ- 
parity in the Events, as to Conſume the 
Ignobler Minerals, or blow them off in- 
10 Droſs or Fumes, and make the Gold 
more Pure and full of Luſtre. 


[c is true, Zindemor, and (not to be Sf. 6. 
Kſuſpetted of Partiality cowards a Love 


which ſo little needs ir, to be thought fig 
to be preferr'd before all other Palsions) 
I ſhall acknowledge it, thatthe Happi- 
neſs reſulting from thoſe many Prero- 
9:tives, I have endeavour'd to diſcover 
to you in a Tranſcendent degree of Se- 
raphick Love, is moderated by (the Ef- 
fects of that Sublimity) the Eager De- 
ſires it creates of a more compleat Fru- 
ition, of its perfect and Divine Object. 
Such aſpiring Sallies of the longing Soul 


made the languiſhing Spouſein the Cay- Cant. 2- 


ticles cry out, Stay me with Flagegons, o 
comfort me with Apples, for 1 am ſick of 
Love, Such made the raviſh'd Apoſtle 


cranſlate 


delire 70 retwry (for fo I ſhould rather Phil.:.23: 


40 - 


* Luk. 12, 
36, 


Pal. 42. 


Iz 2, 


Mat. 5. 6, 


Rey. 23. 


Seraphich Love, 
tranſlate the word «yaaton: there, and fo 
I find it * elſewhere to fignifie) and tobe 
with Chrift - And the Inſpir'd Poer thus 
expreſſes his longings to the Bleſſed Ob» 
ject of them, As the Hart panteth after the 
water-brooks. ſo panteth my Soul « thee, 
O God, My ſoul thirſteth for God, for the 
living God : When ſhall I com: and appear 
before God! But, Lindamor, it was fit,that 
to elevate our thoughts and withes to 
Heaven, ſome peculiar, and elſe-where 
Inacommunicable degree of Joy, ſhould 
bereſerv'd for us there, And 'tis a good 
fign. and ſuch as worldly Objects can- 
not boaſt, when the Incompleatneſs of 
our Seraphick Lover's happineſs in his 
fruitions, proceeds not from their want 
of Satisfactorineſs, but his want of an 
Entirer Poſſeſſion of Them, And let me 
tell you, Lindamor, that even this uneafie 
State of Separation, is (weetned with as 
much Allay as is conſiſtent with its being 
a Grief, For, the Divine Evidence and 
Teacher of Gods love, pronouncing a 
Thirſt after Perfection to be a Title toir, 
(according to thoſe Scriptures, Bleſſed 
are they that hunger and thirſt after righ- 
teonſneſs : for they ſhall be ſatisfied. And, 
Let himthat ts a thirſt come, and whoſoever 
will, let him take of the water of Life freeh) 
| an 
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\  Seraphick Love, 
ſo vaſt, 
hat they diffuſe their Nature to all the 
rounded hopes men have- to obtain 
hems each new aſſurance is anew de- 
pree of them, and is acceprabie.ro our 
ope , though uneafie ro our defires. 
\nd theſe baitings at compleat feliciry 
ould not be more unwelcome for the 
preſent diſquiet they ſuppoſe, than the 
contrary for the zeal they argue, and 

he Felicity they promiſe, For this pro- 
duQion of the Spirit in our hearts may 
bejuſtly rearmed as the Spiric himſelf in 14 
Scripture is, A earneſt ; which, though » Cor.5.5. 
by being ſuch, it confeſſes it ſelfnor to 
be the entire ſum, yer is nor. only a 
part of it, bur a pledge: And, Linds- 
wor, how ſupportable is this thus qua» 
lify'd Allay of the Joys of. Seraphick 

Love, mn compariſon of the diſquiets 
and the torments that are wont to at- 
rend ſenſual Love ? Ifhall nor loſe time 
to enumerate how many it is ſuppoſed 
to have ſent to their Grayesz becauſe, 
though I find thoſe Tragical ſtories riſe 
enough.in Romances, yer I find them 
Rarities every where but in thoſe fabu- 
lous compoſures z and though I have 
had the curioſity to” viſit ſome of thoſe 
warmer Regions , where the Flames of 
n< | Love 


Seraphick Love. 
Love are thougot to burn with mor® 
violence,: yet (bating the Duels ahd the 
Pox ) I remember notto have obſery'd 
Love to have ever been the death of a- 
ny man: unleſs, ſpeaking like Philoſo- 
phers, who make Reaſon the Eſſential 
Conſtituent form of a Man, we will 
affirm, that Love,by dethroning Reaſon, 
though it leave the Lover alive , doth 
Kill the Man, But, though I am loath to 
put. ſo bad a complement upon Man- 
kind, as to ſay, That Love is wont to de- 
ſtroy mens lives3 yet-I think it would be 
no calumny to ſay, It much diſquiers 
them, I could ask you, How long many 
a Lover muſt- continue a ſervant to pur- 
chaſe the Honour of being taken notice 
of to be ſo? and I-could recruit that 
Queſtion with pretty ſtore of others of 
the like nature, but that I ſuppoſe your 
Memory will ſave my Pen the labour of 
repreſenting to you the Torments of 
Love, which they that feel chem, would 
lictle leſs juſtly than they do frequently 


ſtyle Martyrdoms , if the greatneſs on- 


ly, with out the Cauſe and Obje& of 
Men's ſufferings, ſuffic'd to make them 
Martyrs, And though: the Condition 
of Lovers be in R6mances ſo dexterouſ- 


 Iy anddelighttully deſcrib'd, char nor 


only 


: 
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Serapbick Love, 

*only ſanguine Readers are tranſported, 
but even I my ſelf have been ſurprized 
into inclinations, ro Admire and Envy 
their felicityz yet when ſome I was con- 
cern'd for, have been really concern'd 
and engag'd in ſome adventures my en- 
vy Huickly turn'd. into pity, For, the 
Repulſes , the Regrets, the Jealouſtes, 
the Fears, the Abſences. the Defſpairs, 
and the reſt of the affliting Diſquiets 
of Lovers; though in well-writ Ro- 
mances they are ſoon read over by the 
diverted peruſer 5 [yet they are not fo 
ſoon weather'd out, nor ſo eafily ſup- 
ported by the diſconſolate Lover , 
hoſe Infelicities, though they may be 
perhaps ſq handſomely deplored , as to 
delight the Reader , yet truſt me, Line 
lamor, tis a much happier condition to 
de free from misfortunes, than to be 
ble to complain eloquently of them, 
\nd as I have with delight beheld a 
torm excellently drawn by ſome rare 
\rciſt's Penſil; but when I was this 
pring toſt by the rude winds that blew 
e out of Holland, I found a real ſtorm 
yery troubleſome and uneafte thing : 

d the condition of a Lover , though, 
rawn by a ſmooth Pen, it is wont 
angely to affe&t and pleaſe us; yer 

| We 


44 


_ "Seraphick Love. 
when Men are really engaged init, th 
find it full of hardſhips and diſquie 
"Tis a much better condition. to | 
look'd on, then embrac'd z and expe 
rience gives men of it much (ſadder an 
more unwelcome notions than deſcripti 
ondid, Nor phancy, Lindamor, t 
the troubleſomneſs of your ſuffering 
in Love proceeded but trom their nc 
being acceptable te her for whom ye 
endur'd them. for, had your Miſtrif 
crown'd them with Myrtle, and prov' 
as kind to you as Hymen could hay 
made her, yer, I fear, ſhe could haver 
compenc'd you bur by diſabuſing you 
and could not have freed you from th 
need of  happineſs', but only from 
miſtake concerning it, For, me-think 
Lindamor, moſt of theſe tranfico 
Goods, that we are ſo fond of, may nc 
unfhely be reſembled to the ſenfitiy 
Plant, which you have admir'd at Si# 
Garden; for, as, though we Gaz 
on ir with Attention and Wonder 
yet, when we come to touch it, the 
Coy delnfive - Plant immediatel 
thrinks in its diſplayed leaves, and 
Contracts it ſelf into a Form, and Di 
wenſions , diſadvantagiouſly differing 
from the formers which ir again r 
cov 


covers | by degrees , when touch'd no 


if longer : So theſeObjects that charm us 
at 2 diſtance, and whilſt gaz'd on with 
the eyes of Expectation and Deſire, 
when a more immediate Poſſeſsion hath 
ut them into our Hands, their former 
uſtre vaniſhes, and they appear quite 
differing things from what before they 
ſeem'd; though after Deprivation or 
Abſence, hath made us forget their 


-Mf Emptineſs, and we be reduc'd to look 


upon them again at a diſtance, they re- 
cover in moſt Men's eyes their former 
Beauty, and are as capable as before to 
inveigle and delade us, I muſt add, 
Lindemor, that when I compare tothe 
enſitive Plant moſt of theſe Tranſitory 

hings, that are flatter'd with the title 

of Goods, I do not out of that gumber 
2xcept moſt Miſtreſſes. For, though I 
am no ſuch enemy to Matrimony, as 
ome (for want of underſtanding the 

Raillery, I have ſometimes us'd in or- 
dinary diſcourſe) are pleas'd to think 
Wne and would not refuſe you my Ad- 
rice (though I would nor ſo readily give 
you my Example) to-turn Votary to 
ymen; yet I have obſerv'd ſo few Hap- 

dy Matches , and ſo many unforcunate 
dnes z and have ſo rarely ſeen dupiove 
their 
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their Wives at the rate they did, whilft 
they 'were their Miſtreſſes , that I wow 
der not that Legiſlators, chought it ng- 
ceflary to make Marriages Indiffoluble, 
to make them-Laſting, And I cannot 
ficlier compare Marriage than to Lot- 
ery 3 for in both, he that Ventures mayſ 4, 
Succeed, and may Miſs, and if he drayſj , 
a Prize, he hath a rich Return of his 
Vearure : But in both Lotteries there 
lies pretty tore. of Blanks for 'every 
Prize, d for your particular, Li 
damor, the World is much miſtaken if 1 
both your Humors , if Hermione's and} 
Yours be not ſo unſuirable, rhar (tf |, 
make haſte from ſo nice a Subject) h 


ſhe juſtifi'd your expectation' of he ” 
kindneſs, you would have pofleſs'd tha} ; 
Perſon without poſſeſsing the Happj "0 
neſs you expected : And might hav 4. 
found your ſelf as ſenſibly diſappointe ;, 
by her Grant as you were by hallff {«. 
Change. fre 

Bur I forget, Lindamor, that I rfl þ,, 
ſol'vd not to inſiſt on Parallels, at the 
therefore, inſtead of proſecuting thi th, 
Diſcourſe my Pen has flip into , col 6 
cerning .the adyantages of Seraphicff rio 
compar'd with ordinary, Love 1 fl xy 


venture to encourage you to the Fc 
, Mme 


Seraphick Love, 

iner, by ſhewing you, that your paſt 
additedneſs to the Latter, may prove 
ſerviceable to you init - Yes, Lindamor; 
I ſhall not ſcruple to tell you, that your 
ſtrong paſſion for Hermione may not a 
little facilicateyour Devotion, partly by 
breaking all the Chains, excepring one, 
thar faſtned your Aﬀection to unſatisfy- 
ing Objeds, and reſtrain'd it from ſoar- 
ing to the ſablimeſt ; and partly; by ex- 
alting your Paſſion co a Height fit for 
Seraphick flames, For, Love hath this of 
Noble. that it makes us diveſt our ſelves 
of Selfiſhne(s, flight fortune,quier,ſatery, 
honour, life, and all our own Concern- 
ments, when cheir coming ifiro Compe- 
tition with the Lov'd party's Intereſts, 
may render their facrifice acceptable to 
hers atid makes us think Goods or Iils 
deſerve thoſe names, but as they come 
to us From or Through Her. You could 
ſcarce have learn'd a berter Leſſon, even 
from a much better Mafter ; for, Love 
having thus accuſtom'd you to (what is 
thoaghe moſt difficult in that Virtue) 
the Ads of Self denial, you need almoſt 
bur Transfer your flames from an Infe» 
rior aftid miſtaken; to their True and 
Nobleſt Obje&, and you will have ex- 
alted and refined your Love into Devo- 
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. Seraphick Love, 

tion to the later of which, a ſublime 
Elevation of the firſt is ſuch a Diſpo- 
ſition, as the having formerly by' looſer 
Aits and (perchance ) wanton Songs, 
learn'd to Improve and ro Command 
ones Voice, is,to the skill of Singing thoſe 
devout Hymns and Heavenly Anthems, 
is which the Church- Militant ſeems 
ambitious to emulate the Triumphant, 
and Eccho back the ſolemn Praiſes and 
Halleluj;hs of the Celeſtial Quire 
And, as by Hunting, though (poſsibly) 
wetollow but ſome poor fugitive Ha 
or ſome ſuch Trifling Game, we gai 
that Vigor , that Sufferance, and Agi 
lity, that fits us for the Toils and Mili 
tary Hardſhips that are exacted in th 
purſuit of Glory , and of Empire : 


though in Love (Devotion's PrenticeWi 


ſhip) the Courted Creature be ofte 
conſiderable enough, - to make our El 
Qtions fit to be numbred among ſuch a 
thoſe that made Love be Painte 
Blind; yet in the Progreſs and Condue 
of our Paſsion, we contract ſuch diſ-it 
tereſſed and reſign'd Habitudes, as, be 
ing preferr'd to ſeryeCceleſtial Objects 
do excellently qualifile us for Devc 
tion, And in effect, a fervent Lo 
ſeems lictle elſe, 'than —_ | 
| agcren, 


my Seraphick Love, 
addreſt, where oor own very expreſſions 
- may ſerve to diſabuſe us; For, when 
you give your Miſtreſs the ſtile of 
Goddeſs, and talk of nothing to her, bur 
offering up of hearts , Adoring, Sacti- 
fl fices, Martydoms3 does not all this 
imply, that though ic be ſaid to her, 'cis 
meant to a Divinity:_which is ſo much 
\Mthe Tiue and Genuine Objet of Men's 
ove, that we cannot exalt that paſſion 
Wor any other, without inveſting it with 
he Notion and Attributes of God ? As 
hildren diſcloſe the inbred kindneſs 
hey have for thoſe perſons, by-calling 
he Babies they moſt doat upon by their 
ſear Mother's, or loy'd Nurſes Names, 50d. 3z. 
Wind, as Aarop, and the revolting Jews, ms 
y juſtifying to themſelves their Ado- laterof | 
tion of the Idols they had ſer up by Win 
tributing the Title of God to what Gail ther 
ey adord, did tacitly acknowledge the Feaſt 


doration to be due onely to the Deity : c14;heq. 


he Deity to be the proper ObjeR of peculiar 
Wat higheſt and peculiar ſtrain of Wor- Name ot 


the true 


P. 
And this Truth, Lindamor, the very s,@ 8, 
ogkleners of Lovers concurs to teſtity : 
nr, what Men cal, and think Incon- 
E 2 ſtancy, 


Seraphick Love. | 
ſtancy, is nothing but a chaſe of perfe& 
Beaut'es, which our Love fruitlefly 
follows-and ſeeks in ſeveral Objedts, 
becauſe he finds it not entire in' an 

One ; for, Creatures have but ſmall 
and obſcure fragments of it, which can- 
not fix, nor ſatisfie an 3ppetite, born 
for, and ( though unwillingly) aſpiring 
unto Goc : who 1s proclaim'd the true 
and proper obje& ot our Love, as well 
by Mens fickleneſs ro Women, as the 
Angel's conſtancy to Him, Juſt as the 
trembling reſtleineſs of the Needle in 
any but the North Point of the Com- 
paſs proceeds from, and manifeſts its 
inclination to the Pole; its Paſſon fc 
which, both its Wavering and irs Reft 
bear equal witneſs to. That unſati 

fy'dneſs with cranftcory Fruitions, that 
Men deplore as the Unhappineſs « 
their Nature, is indeed the Priviledged 
itz astis the Prerogative of Men not ti 
care for, or be capable of, being pleas' 
with Whiſtles, Hobby-horſes, and ſuc 
fond Toys as Children doat upon, at 
make the ſole ObjeRs of their Deſire 
and Joys, And by this you may, Zi 
damor, inſome degree imagine the ut 
imaginable Suavity, that the fixing 'c 
' Ones Love on Godis able to bleſs ht 
$0 


"Serapbick Love, 

Soul withz ſince, by ſo indulgent a F4- 
ther, and *competent a Judge as God 
himſelf, the decree'd uncontentingneſs 
of all other goods, is thought richly re- 
paired by ics being but an aptneſs to 
prove a Riſe toour Love's ſetling there, 

And hitherto, my dearelt Z:ndamer, 
I have endeavour'd to zecommend unto 
you Seraphick Love, by mentioning ſome 
of ics properties, which ſeem to relate 
more to the Love ir ſelf, than to the Di- 
vine ObjeR of it, Bur I fear you'l think, 
I have too long entertain'd you with 
conſiderations, which befides that they 
are not altogether the importanteſt that 
belong to this diſcourſe 3 I have been 
by hatte reduc'd ro Peu in the unaccu- 
rate Order, wherein they offer'd chem- 
ſelyes to my thoughts, not the Methed 
wherein I ſhould have preſented them to 
Yours, 


p - 


1 


Set, 9. , 


And therefore , Zindamor, fince the S:#.1a, 


Nobleſt and Supreme Motives to the 
Love of God confiſt in his own infinite 
Perfe&ions and Prerogatives z and ſince, 
the Properties of God's Love to us do 
advantage ous much more, (and conſe- 
quently are likelier to endear Devotion 
rous) than thoſe of ours ro Him: The 
former not only moving God to kin- 

| E g dle 


, Serapbick Love, | 
dle in us, but to Cheriſh and Foment; 
and (if ourown wilful extinction inter- 
ſe not) 'ro Crown the latter: For 
th theſe reaſons, 1 ſay, Lindamor,l 
doubt not but you'lthink it ſeaſonable 
for me ro proceed, to conſider that 
higher ſort of Motives to Devotion, 
and to evince, that the ſeveral things 
which are wont moſt to engage and 
heighten our affe&ions, do, in a pecu- 
liar and tranſcendent manner, ſhine 
forth and Conſtellate in God, Thar, 
you know, which enamour'd you of 
Hermione, I need not prove to you, te 
have been your ſuppoſing her full « 
Lovelinefs and Excellencies in her (elf 
and and your believing, that the Lows 
ſhe vouchſafed you was Great, Free,Cor 
ſtant, or Advantagious to you. And th 
all cheſe properties do -not only emi 
nently exiſt, bus illuſtriouſly concur i 
God, and his Love; I muſt now, Li 
damor , (with ſtrong deſires of doingi 
proſperawfly ) attempt to manifeſt, 

8:8 11; _ Firſt then, our higeſt Love is mac 
God's dne by the Excellency and P 
rogative of his Nature, Bur, truſt me 
Lindamor , when neceſſitated by a M 
thod exacted by the nature of this dif: 
courſe (I find my (elf engaged to fa 
Trp” 4 ſome: 


/ 


Seraphick Love, 53 
ſomething by way of ce'ebration of 
God's Pertections : Iam very ſenfible, I 
can + but detract from what I deſire to 
Praiſe, and muſt inevitably appear unable 
to ſpeak Wotthily ofa Theme,to which, 
even Seraphims themſelyes cannot do 
Right, And if, as the Scripture aſſures 
us, thoſe things never fell under the 
Senſes, nor entred the Thoughrsof men, t Cor. 2.9, 
which God has reſery'd for thoſe thar 
love him ; how Incffable and Incompre- 
henſible muſt thoſe things be which he 
has reſerv'd for Himſelt? the infinite 
Superiority of his Nature above all 
Created Beings, placing a vaſt aiſpari- 
ty betwixt his greateſt communicated 
Vouchſafements, and his Boundleſs, and 
therefore to Creatures Incommunicable, 
PerfeRions, 

Wonder not therefore, Zindemer, 
that my weak Eyes date not dwell long 
upon an Obje&, which they cannot ſted- 
faſtly gaze on long without being 
dazl'd : And-do not marvel, that I ſcru- 
ple not to uſe ſeeming Hyperboles in the 
mention of Perfections, which make the 
higheſt Hyperboles but ſeeming ones: 
Both God's Nature and his Word de- 
Claring him to be exalted above all bleſ- Neh. 9. 5: 
ſong and Praiſe, It it were ſeaſonable, 

E 4 Lin- 


24. 


a 


Straphick Lowe, 
Lindemoy , to entertain our (elyes but 


with thoſe Attributes of God, whichare 
Legible or Conſpicuous in the Creati- 
on; We might there diſcern the admi- 
rable Traces of ſuch immenſe Power, 
ſuch unſearchable Wiſdom, and ſuch 
exuberant Goodneſs, as may juſtly ra- 
viſhusto an Amazement at them , ra- 


ther than a bare Admiration of them, 


And I muſt needs acknowledge, Lim 
damor, that when with bold Teleſcopes 


I ſurvey the Old and Newly diſcoyer 
Stars and Planets that adorn the uppe 
Region of the World ; and when wait| 
excellent Microſcopes I diſcern in others 
wiſe Inviſible ObjeRts, the unimirable 
Sybrilty of Nature's curious Work: 
manſh-g}z and when, ina word, by thi 
help of \Anatomical Knives, and th 
light of Chymical Furnaces, I ſtudy the 


Book of Nature, and conſult the Glo 
ſes of Ariſtotle, Epicurus , Paracelſm 
Harvey, Helmont, and other learn'd 
poſi:ors of that Inſtrugive Yolume ; 
find my ſelf oftentimes reduc'd ro 
Pſsl. 104. clame with the Pſalmiſt, How manifol 


, are thy works, © Lord? in wiſdom haf 
'*. thou made them all | And when T have 


been loſing my ſelf in admiration of 
what I Underſtand not , bur enovg} 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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rapbick Love, $3 
to Admire, and not to Comprehend, 1 
am oftenobliged to interrupt or break off 
my Enquiries, by applying to the Works 
of God's Creation the Expreſſion us'd by 
Sr, Pawl, of thoſe of his Providence, Q the y,,, .,: 
depth of the Riches, both of the wiſdom and ;3. © 
knowledge of God | how unſearchable are his 
Judgments, and his ways untraceable! And 
Exclamations of this Nature may the at- 
tentive Conſideration of any other of 
Gods Attributes deſervedly produce. But 
having elſe-where treated of this Subjet 
in a peculiar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, ZLix- 
damor, invite you to confider with me, 
how much You, and thoſe that are Con- 
ſcious to their having Virtue enough in 
themſelves, to make them prizeit in 
Others, are in love with Cato, Scipio, and 
thoſe other Heroes, that did Ennoble, and 
almoſt Exceed Mankind, upon the bare 
knowledge of their Viriues; although 
from them we derive no perſonal advan- 
tage,(their death having numerous Ages 
preceded our Nativity.) Since then we 
pay ſo much diſintereſt Love ro ſome few 
faint and ill-refin'd Virtnes, that ne'r did 
profit us : how much on ſuch a Score,and 
at thar Rate, ſhould we Love him, who 
ſo poſleſſes all perfeRions, that each of his 
PerfeRions is Infinite Were you and [ 
Cur 


Seraphick Love, 
our own Creators, Lindemor, and whol- 
ly independent upon God,withour eithe 
Need or Hope to'taſte his Bounty; his 
native Excellencies,and what he has done 
for Others, ſhould ſurely Raviſh us, andil 
Enamour us of Him, Though his Bene 
fits to us did not entitle him to our Love 
his Eſſence ( the Source and only Mc 
tive of thoſe Benefits) would give him 
Right to itz and though we ow'd hin 
nought for what We are, we yet ſhould 
owe him Love for what He is. He is 
that glorious Sun, From whom (x 
Beams) all created PeffeRions flow, an 
In whom they all concentre, - To omit 
God's Soveraign Majeſty, (which place 
him ſo high, that but to own for him { 
Familiar and Levelling an affeRion at 
Love , much more to expe to be R 
lov'd by Him, were not the leaft ſawcy 
Preſumption Man could be guilty of, di 
not his own Commands makeit a Duty 
Not to inſiſt on this, I ſay, Let us a while 
conſider that proper and peculiar attr: 
Rion of Love, his Lovelineſs ; which i 
ſuch, thar, did we but once fee it, 
Creature-competitions ( even we being 
Judges) would then be as Impoſsible a 
. theyare now Unjuſt, In he Fifth Evan 

geliſf's Propherick Viltons,the Soap | 
rnheme 


hol- 
the 


Seraphick Low. 
themſelves ( thofe glorious ornaments of 
the Celeſtial Hierarchy )are repreſented 


Ss as covering 'their' faces in God's pre- 
fl ſence, eicher bluſhing at their Compara- 


tive Deformity, or unable to ſuſtain the 
unqualifi'd ſplendor of ſo Divine bright- 
neſs ; whence perhaps it became of old 
the Jewiſh faſhion ( as ſome frequent ex- 
prefſions in their Writers intimate )when 
they went to pray, to veil their heads 


a and faces ; ( though now I have intheir 
= Synagogues ſeenthem onely cover their 
Ml heads; not their faces, with thoſe white 


Gatments they wear at their publick De- 


1 votions.) And, Lindemer, if Moſes's face, 


by bur a few days converſe with God, 
reflected ſuch a Light as dazl'd mortal 
Eyes 3 and if his ſwift Poſts the Angels, 
when ſerit on Errands tous here on Earth, 
even when they' may be ſuppos'd ( if I 
may ſo ſpeak ) to wear their travelling 
Cloaths, and ſtood as much to our frail- 
ty in the Form, as the Region, they ap- 
pearto usin, do, in ſpight of that x i 
ning Condeſcenfion, ſo much Tranſcend 
all objeRts here on Earth,that the Scrip- 
ture often mentions, that even thoſe that 
aſpir'd to imitate their Virtues, were 
confounded ar their preſence: And if, in 
this veiling habir,they appear ſo glorious, 

rhas - 
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Seraphick Love, © 4 
that their us diſadvantag'd Beauty is 
made the Complement and Hyperbole 
of that Quality; what may we, or rather, 
what may we not concludg of God him- 
Plal. 94. g. {elf of whom the Scripture ſays. He that 
= planted the Ear fhall he not hear ? he that 
formed the Eye ſhall be not ſee ? That is, 

He that imparts a Faculty, or an Excel- 

lence to the Creature,ſhall not he himſelf 

much more eminently poſſeſs it ? andin 

effet, the moſt unblemiſh'd Created 

- * Beauties are but faint ſhadows ( or tru» 

lier, Foils ) of His, Thoſedrops of Pret- 
tineſs,ſcatceringly ſprinkled amongſt the 
Creatures, were defign'd to Defecate and 

Exalt our Conceptions, nor to Inveigle 

or Detain our Paſſions, for , God did 
nerintend them to Terminate our Love, 

but onely by our Eyes to exalt our Faith 

above them, and by the Beauties our 

fight can apprehend co raiſe us to a con» 
fidence,thar there is in their Author more 

than we can either See 6r Comprehend. 

2 King » LikeZlijab's fiery Chariots,though they 
_ be Pure and Bright, and confiſt of the No- 
bleſt and Gloriouſeſt materials, they are 

meant by God. but to carry us up to Him, 

Een; 24, And as the Patriarchs Steward was fur- 
20--53- Diſl\d with ſoſumptuous an Equipage to 
court- Rebebca , not for himfelf, bur for 

Iſaas 


Straphick Love: 
Tſaec 3 ſo all the Lovelineſs imparted to 


the Creature is lent it ,bucro give us ſome 
more inlarg'd conceptions of that vaſt 


 Conflaence and Immenfity that exube- 


rates in God, To make the righteſt uſe of 
fading Beanies, you muſt confider God 
and them, as you were wont to do your 
Miſtriſ's. Piture and its Chryſtal Co- 
yer: Where, though chat native Glaſs 
were Pare and Lovely, and very richly 
edg'd, yet to gaze on it, was not the 
chiefeſt buſineſs of your Eye; nor did 


you init terminate your fight, bur gree- 


dily 'ook through and: beyond ir, upon 
the adored Image that ſolid veil berraid, 
Methinks Seraphick and our common 
Lovers behold exterior Beauties with a 
difference reſembling that wherewirh 
Children and Aſtronomers conſider Ga- 
Lileo's optick Glaſſes, (with one of which 
Teleſcopioes tha: I remember I ſaw at Flo- 
rence, he merrily boaſted that he had, 
Trovato la Corte 4 Giove | which the one 
prizes moſt for what they appear z the 
other, for what they diſcover, For Chil- 
dren contenting themſelyes ro wonder at 
the length, and fall in love with the 
Workmanſhip and Gildings of the Tube, 
do thus but gaze upon them ; whereas 
Aſtronomeis look throngh them, = ; 

| Caxce 
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Seraphich. Love.” 
ſcarce taking notic® ofthe unuſual Ornx 
ments, or the ſhape, employ them tq 
find out unknown Lights inthe Sky, and 
to deſcry in Heaven bright Stars,unſeen 
before, and other Cceleſtial Novelties 
and-Beauttes, 

I deny not, Zindemor, that God has 
been pleaſed to adorn ſome of his Crea- 
tures with Hints and Impreſles, as well of 
his Lovelineſs as his other Excellencies 5 
but they do much more faintly and im- 
perfeRly reſemble Him,than the counter- 
feir Fun we ſometimes ſee in a Cloud 
emulates the True one, by whoſe Re- 
frated and Reflected Beams, ſome acute 
modern Naturaliſts ſuppoſe it to be pro- 
duc'd, For though this Derivative Sun 
ſhine with a not-inconfiderable Luſtre , 
Comparatively to the reſt of the dark 
Cloud it ennobles, yer is it nor only as 


*'much inferior to the true Survin Bright- 


neſs, as in Height ; but ir enjoys alone a 
Precarious, Dependent, and almoſt Mon 
mentary Being, which often it loſes in 
a very ſhort time, and neyer attains to 
preſerve a very long one, And therefore, 
co ' negle&t that ſupreme Reſplendency 
that ſhines in God, for thoſe dim Repre- 
ſentations of it, that we ſo.doat on in, the 
Creatute, is as prepoſterous , and ab» 

{urd, 


Seraphick Love. 
ſurd , as it were for a Perſian to offer his 
Sacrifice to a Parhelion , (as the Greeks 
call that Meteor) inſtead of adoring the 
Sun, Andcertainly, Zindamor, it our 
Dim ſight, like that of the Propher's Ser- 


vant, who ſaw the Mountains near Do- 2 King, 6} 


thay covered with Horſes and Charigrs ”7 
of Fire were priviledg'd to diſcern other- 
wiſe Inviſible Objects ; ourraviſh'd Eyes 
would behold Lovelineſs enough in God, 
ro make us inceſſantly exclame in theLan- 


guape of the Prophet, How' great & hi Zich.g.ay 


Goodneſs, and how great his Beauty | Agree- 
abley whereunto we may obſerve, Tnat as 
the Load-ſtone doth attract moſt power- 
fully the brighteſt Needles, made of the 
pureſt Steel,and thoſe that moſt approach 
it ; ſo Angels, who,of all Created Beings, 
enjoy the unclouded'ſt Light, and the 
moſt clear Knowledge of their Maker, do 
love him with a Cooſtancy ſo fix'd, that 
in five thouſand and ſome odd Centuries 
of years,(efMux'd ſince the Creation)they 
could neyer ſee any thing, either In God, 
or Out of Him,capable to ſeduce them to 
a Change, God's Loyelineſs (which is 
ſuch, that the Eternal Fruition of himſelf 
Creates even His Felicity) is like raze 
Muſick,which,though it do delight all its 
partakers, the Koowingſt Artiſts n 

0 


| Straphick Love. 
do highlieſt Value, and are moſt raviſh{ 
with the Tranſports it produceth, bein 
proportion'd to the degrees of the Skil: 
fulneſs of its admirers; The Apoſtate 
Spirits indeed deſerted their firſt Sratior 
not frighted thence by any blemiſh ch 
deſcry'd in God 3 but probably fell by 
ſawcy AﬀeRation of a Parity, and (a 
Divines tell us) a Sacrilegious aſpiring ti 
PerfeRions, which they were crimina 
unable to behold, without wiſhing then 
their own, And for their preſent Separati 
on from God, it is their Curſe and Panif 
ment, And 1 ſhall ingenioufly confeſs t 
you, Zindamor, that by the advantagior 
Idea's Ientertain'd of God's Perfe&ions 
have been ſometimes inclin'd to thi 
Ezod. 33. that thereaſon why God tells Ado 
hs canſt not ſee my face, for there ſhall no 1 
ſee me and live, might be, that (as Trat 
ſcendent Objecs deſtroy the Senſe) 
Lovely & Glorious a fight, (whoſe Cor 
tinuance ſhall make our happineſs in H 
yen) would let in Joys, and wonld creat 
Deſires, roo Mighry for frail Mortality t 
ſuſtain, The raviſh'd Soul _ 16) 
ſuch Game as That, would hare ſo eaget 
oh that ſhe would break thoſe Leaſhe 
that tye her tothe Body, (and therebjſſht 
hinder her flight to that with'd Linioolff 


Seraphick Love, 63 
and the glad Heart (roo narrow a Recep- 
tacle for ſo much Joy) to make room for 
ſuchGueſts, would ſtretch untoaRuprure, 
Longing or Joy, have ſomerimes {ingly 
reach'd Degrees that have made them 
Fatal; And why then ſhould their Union 
in ſachExtremes be thought uncapable of 
producing the like effect £ Nor is it per- 
chance more a Priviledge ofthe next Life, 
that we ſhall then ſee God, than that we 
ſhall ſurvive that glorious Sight ; which 
is to9 dazling an Object for Mortal Eyes, 
till (to uſe St, Paul's Expreſſion) owr mor- 1:Cor, 15; 
tal ſhall hawe put on immartality.But I muſt 5% 
no longer loſe my ſelfin a Theme, on 
which it is ſo eafie to ſpeak Much, and ſo 
impoſſible to ſay Enough, 1f I be not very 
much miſtakes, they are ſo, who preſume 
to give us ſatisfactory Definitions of Gods 
Nature, which we may perhaps more ſafe- 
ly Define by the Impoſlibility of its being 
accurately Defined, And I muſt confeſs, 
I do theleaſt expect the beſt Deſcription 
of the Divine Nature,from ti1oſe that are 
moſt forward to take upon them toExpli- 
cateit : For our Words being but the Re- 
preſentations of our Notions, and they be- 
ing neceſſarily Finite, as our Being ; few 
men are (me-thinks) more likely to be 
miſtakenin the Nature of what's Infinite, 
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Seraphick Love. 
(and conſequently of God's Attributes): 
than thoſe that think Deſcriptions can 
comprize it, Nor will an Affiduity and 
Conſtancy of our Speculations' herein re- 
Heve uszfor roo fix'd a Contemplation of 
GodsFſſence does but the more confound 
us. As I remember, $, Paul tells the Jews, 
that he coul4not ſee for the Gloty or that 
lizht,that ſhon from Heaven abour him at 
his Converſion, And this the famous $7- 
monides experimentally tonnd,who being 
ask'd whar God was,took a days time to 
conſider of it; after, being call'd upon for 
his anſwer, hedefir'd Two days longer to 
think upon it;&,when they were expir'd, 
demanded Four days longer; and ſo conti- 
nu'd a great while, each time Encreafing 
his Demands tor Reſpite ; till, being preſt 
to give anAccouht of ſuch a Dilatory way 
of proceeding, he ingeniouſly acknow- 
ledg'd,that the longer he confider'dGods 
Nature , the leſs he comprehended it, 
And indeed, Experience teacheth us,that 
they that gaze ſtedfaftlyeſt on the noon- 
days Sun, can leaſt of all difcern whart itis; 
being rather Dazl'd than Inſtructed by ſo 
confounding an Obje&t, Nor, is it on!y, 
Lindamor,atask of too great difficulty for 
a meer Man, perfe&ly ro Explicate that 
Incomprehenſiblg Nature of God, to 
which 


Seraphick Love, 
which nothing but bis own Infinite Un- 


derſtanding can be adzquate: Bur, me- 


thinks,even to celebrate God's perfecti- 
ons,cannot be ſoberly attempted without 
a very deep ſenſe of a man's own unwor- 
thineſs and incap:city, For, the ſame Ex- 
cellencies that tarniſh us with Praiſes, do 
tranſcend them, And the fraitfulneſs of 
the Subje& may as well dererr, as invite 
our Pens;fince,as we are ſure we ſhall nor: : 
want Theme,ſo we are-cettain'we cannot 
Dignify ic, And for my part, Zindamor, 
chough my Subject exacted.of me che 
Praifes I have - endeavored- to aſcribe to 
God,yer I ſhon'd have thoughtit requiſite 
rather to dedline' the Laws of Merhod, 
than be rednuc't! to Derogare from what I 
would extol : if the neceflity of derract- 
ing from Gods perfections were not equal 
to thar of mentioning them, and if thar 
neceflity were nor as Glorious to God, as ' 
greater Praiſes than we are able to aſcribe 


| him.,could be, Bur, Lindamor, having thus 


done right ro my method, though I could 
hot to my Theme, I ſhall onely invite you 


'to imitate with me thoſe Perſians, thac 
adored the Sun,thonghe the Light he lene 


them ſerv'd but to make the ſource of ir 
admired, and not to pry into his abſtruſe 
Eſſence with it, And though I mighr ſay 

F 3 much 


Seraphick Love, 

much more concerning God's PerfeRi- 
ons, I muſt henceforth think filence the 
propereſt Language I can now employ z 
for tis filence that beſt expreſles our 
Wonder: And ſure, Wonder is never 
more ſeaſonable than when God is the 
© object A proſtrate Veneration' being 
the ſafeſt apprehenſion of Him that is 
iacomprehenfible, 

Having- thus conſidered , Lindamor, 
how fit an, obje&t God. is of our higheſt 
Love, for what he is.in. himſelf, let us 
now proceed to derive further proofs of 
the ſame Truth, from what he is to us, 
( that your gratitude may contend with 
your. Reaſon, which ſhall moſt heighten 
your Devotion ) and-we ſhall find in rhe 
Vaſtneſs, - Freeneſs, Diſ-intereſtnels , 
Conſtancy, and Advantagiouſnels of his 
love to us, that more than all the Love 
we can pay him, were but alittle part of 
that we owe him, 

Bur for the firſt Actribute, we have 
aſſign'd his Love, the (Greatneſs of it) 
it being a general Property, diffuſed 
through all the reſt, and conſpicuous in 
them, it requires now to be treated of 
apart, 

We hall then proceed to the freeneſs 
or unmeritedneſs of God's loye ; To. be- 

| lieve 


Seraphick Love, | 
lieve which ſtrangely vaſt, we need but 

confider, that wel lirtle could at firſt 
deſerve his Love, that he loy'd as even 
before we had a Being: and our Felici- 
ty in his'degrees, preceded our exiſtence 
in this World. God lov'd you numerous 
ages before you were ; and his Goodneſs 
is ſo entirely irs own Motive, that even 
your Creation ( fince whenalone yeu can 
pretend to merit his Love) is the effect of 
it, This benefit alone were ſufficient to 
render God the obje&t of our Love, 
though we were that of bis averſion, 
For (as the Perſians ador'd the Sun even 
when it ſcorch'd then ) we eſteem our 
ſelves oblig'd to love and honour our Pa- 
rents in ſpight of their being wicked and 
unkind,though they be but God's inſtru- 
ments in our Production, and made us 
what we were born, not arbitrarily, but 
in virtue of his Ordination, Bur God to 
confer on us.,in the moſt excellent and en» 
dearing manner, the bleſſing promis'd to 
his ancient People, when he vouchſated 


ro aſſure them, that he would love them Hol. 14; 1. 


freely, was pleaſed tolove us, not onely 
when we were not at all, but when we 


. were his Enemies; 1f when we were enemies Rom. 5.19 


(faith $t Paul) we were reconciled t0God by 
the death of his Son, 8c, Our Inexiſtence 
F 3 indeed 


Seraphick Lovk, 
indeed was a-condition, wherein nothing 
Inus was Capab'e of being a Motive of 
God's Love: but our Enmity proceeded 
further, and made us worthy of his De- 
teſtation; asif his Love were nothing un- 
leſs it vanquiſh'd Obſtacles, as well as 
wanted Motives, This gave the Apo- 
ſtle a juſt cauſe to ſay, that God commend- 
Rom. 5.8, eth hts love tawards 15,inthat while we were 
get ſinners Chriſt died for #s:That is, when 
we wanted all motives to invite his Love, 
unleſs our very want of them ſhould 
paſs for one, And how did God expreſs 
his Loveuntous ? even by the gift of the 
Joh. 3.16. Son of his love; For God ſo loved the world, 
(ſays the Divine Token of his Love that 
he gave his only b:gotten Son, And how did 
Pi 2- 6 char Son love it ? He (ſays the Apoſtle) 
** being inthe ferm of God, thought it no rob- 
bery tobe equal with God, but made himſelf 
8f no reputation,and took upon him the form 
of a ſervant .and was made in the likeneſs of 
men, And being found in faſhion as a man, 
he humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
unto death,eventhe death of the Croſs, That | 
is, That he would love at no leſs Rate 
than death; and from the ſuper-eminent 
herghth of Glory,ſtoop'd and abas'd him- 
ſe}! ro the ſufferance of the extreameſt of 
Indignities, and ſunk himſelf to the bor- 
| com 
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tom of Abjectedneſs, to exalt our condi- 
tion to the contrary Extreme, He was 
wounded for our tranſereſsions, he was bruz- 
ſed for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our 
peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we 
are healed,(ayes the Prophet, For ye know 
the grace of owr Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
though he was rich, yet for your ſakes he be- 
came poor,that ye through his poverty migh: 
be made rich, (ays the-Apoſtle, Men ha- 
ving diſpleaſed God, & conſequent'y for- 
feired all Kight and Natural Poſsibility 
to Happineſs;even whilſt they compleat- 
ed the Fotlornnels of their condition, by 
the Lethargy of not being ſenſible of ir, 
and were as careleſs to Seek means of Re- 
covery, as they had been unable to De- 
viſethem of themſelves : Even then, his 


reſtleſs Love wou!d never be at quiet, till - 


it had ſer his Omniſcience on work, to 
contrive Expedients, & find out a way to 
reconcile his Juſtice and his Mercy, in re- 
conciling Sinners to Himſelt, And this 
merciful Deſign, by the Incarnation of 
his Son, he proſecuted ina way ſo Wor- 
thy of Himlelf, and ſo Advantagious to 
Os.that our juſt wonder at it may keep us 
from having any, to find that, as St, Peter 
informs us, the very Angels (prompted, 
queſtionleſs, by a Religious Curioſity) 

| F 4 ardently 


69 


Ila. 53. 5* 


a Cor.3.g 
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. ardently deſire to look inte thoſe Divine 
Myſteries, I find it hotly diſputed a- 
mongſt Divines, (not only betwixt the 
Socinians and the Orthodox, buc betwixt 
Orthodox and Orthodox) W hether or no 
God could, without violating his Juſtice, 
have deviſed any other Courſe tor the 
Expiation of Sin, than the Paſſion and 
Death of Chriſt, But, without ventn- 
ring to Determine, whether or go God 
Could,to Redeem us, have choſen any O- 
ther way ; Wemay ately think, that he 
Has choſen the moſt Obliging and moſt 
Endearing way, diſplaying in this Divine 
Manner of Reſcuing us, the ſevereſt Ju- 
ſtice, and the higheſt Mercy , the greateſt 
Hatred of Sin, and the greateſt Love to 
Sinners:Since by thoſe unequall'd and un- 
valuable ſufferings, to which he delivered 
up for us that Son, who is ſo near unto 

Job te. 3o him,that he truly ſaid, I andthe Father are 
one , He at once manifeſted both how 
much he Hated Sin, which he ſo heavily 
puniſh'd in the Perſon he moſt Loy'd 
(though that Syrery bur Adopted it, to 
free Men from the Inſupportable venge- 
ance of it) and How much he Lov'd Sin- 
ners, by giving up what he ſo Loy'd for a 
Ranſom of thoſe that were guilty of 
what he ſo Hated, And therefore onr Sa- 

1c + oy viour, 
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yiour, though he did ſuch great thingsto 
fatisfie the unbelieving and contumacious 
Jews of his being their promig:d Meſsiah, 
would not Decline Death to convince 
them z And, though he had not ſeldom l 
done ſo much to make himſelf the Objecr 

of their Faith, would not be invited from 

the Croſs, though the chief Prieſts and 

Scribes themſelves [aid at his Crucifixi- 

on, Let him now come down from the Croſs, Mat. 23:7] 
and we will believe on him, And Chiiſt,to 
convince the World of their unableneſs 

to emerge and tecover out of that deep 

Abyſs, wherein the Load of ſin (which 

in Scripture is call'd 4 weight) had Pre- Heb: 2.5, 
cipated fall'n Man, came not into the 

World untill well nigh 4000 years of 
Sickneſs had made the DiſeaſeDeſperate 

and the Cure almoſt Hopeleſs, So inve- 

terate an obſtinacy at once widening the 
Diſtance berwixt God and Man,and pro- 
claiming the laters Diſabiliry to find by 

his own wiſdom, Expedients of Reunion. : 
Thus Chriſt heal'd and diſpoſſeſs'd a** 93% 
Dumb perſon, who was able to make en- 

treaties but by the Diſability of pro- 
nouncing them ,g and might truly ſay to " 
the ſecure World, 7 am found of them that '*: 65-1: 3 
ſouzht me not. And when our Saviour 
was come into the wretched World, k- 
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Mat, 3.12, 
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Goſpel, he ſcarce did any for his own pri 
vateRelief, Andrco ſhew, that as he eg 
dnred his Sorrows for our ſakes, that 

bs ftripes we might be healed; ſo were the 
Joys hetaſtedin Relation to Lis, Wereat 
not (which is highly obſervable) in the 


whole Goſpel, that ever he rejoyc'd but 


once,and that was, when his return'd Diſ- 


all the nnmerous Miracles recorded in the 


- 


Wn: 


ciples inform'd him, that they had Vicro-@ 


riouſly chas'd Devils and Diſeaſes out of 
oppreſſed Mortals, and that by his Aath 

rity men had been diſpoſſeſs'd of both rhe 
Tempterand Puniſhment of Sin, He con- 
vers'd among his Contemporaries with 
Virtues, as well atteſting what he was, a 


Prophecies or Miracles could do; and, rofff* 


teach Man, how much he valn'd Him a- 

bove thoſe Creatures that Man makes his 

Idols, heoften altered and ſuſpended the 

Courſe of Nature for Man's inſtructiot 

or his Relief, and revers'd the Laws eſta- 

bliſh'd in the Univerſe, to engage Men 

toobey thoſe of God, by doing Miracles 

ſo numerous and great, that the Jews Un- 
belief may be almoſt counted One, Yet 
wete thoſe wonders wrought for a Gene- 
ration-that aſcrib'd them to the Devil, 
and Return'd them with ſounexemplifi'd 
-an[agratitude, that *tis not the leaſt of his 
wondets, 


Serapbick Love, 
1 the ;that he would vouchſafe to work 
| pri-ny of them for (uch blaſphemous wrerchr 
eca-&s: who were -indeed, as ſome of the 
Water Jews have too truly ſtyl'd them- 
Melves,in relation to their fathers, Chomets 
» 14-yin, Vinegar the Child of Wine,a 
boſt degenerate off-ſpring of holy Pro- 
Wecnitors, He ſuffered ſo much for them, 
i-@hat made him do ſo, that he ſuffered the 
addition of Miſery of being thought to 11.54.15) 
uffer deſeryedly.;, And he was numbred | 
ith the Tranſgreſſors, And though he 
iv'd as much a miracle as any he did, 
Fer did his condition ſometimes appear 


WOT 


witho deſpicable and forlorn, that men cohld 
3, aJÞot know his Deity but by his Goodneſs, 
J, rofÞ®yhich was too infinite not to belong 1n- 


ommuanicably roGod, And though'twere 
Woncea ſaying of ourSaviours,Greater Love - 
With no man than this, that a man lay down 576,15, 
bs life far his friends , yet isnot, what is 3: 
aid of the Love here mentian'd, to be 
inderſtood of Love indefinitely,or gene- 

ally conſidered,but only of thefingle acts 

dr exprefſions of a man's Love to his 
friends compar'd betwixt themſelves. 

and ſo the ailedg'd paſſage ſeems tomean 

but this, That among the ſingle Adts of 
kindneſs to a man's friends, there is not a- 

his fy one more highly exprefſive of a real 

ers, | and 
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and fincere Love, than to part with 
life for their ſakes, This Text therefagh 
would not be Indefinitely applyed co thi 
affeion of Love it ſelf, asit ic could nal 
poſſibly be greater than is requiſite of 
make a man content or willing ro dy 
for his friends; for he that ſacrifices beſidg 
his Life, : his Fortune alſo , his Childre 
and his Reputation, does thereby expre 
more Love to them, than he could do bill 
parting with his Life only for them, / 
ethat is forward to die for thoſe th 
hate him, or, at leaſt, know him not,d 
clofes a more plentiful and exut 
ſtock of Love,than he thar does the ſar 
- kindneſs but for thoſe that Love hit 
And thus our Saviour would be unde 
ſtood, unleſs we would ſay, that he Ou 
practis'd whar he taught; for, he ca 
tolay down his life even for his enemie 
and (likethe kind Balſom-Tree, whol 
healing-wounds weep Soveraign Balm 
cure thoſe that made them) he refas'd nc 
todie for thoſe that kill'd him, and ſhe 
his Blood for ſome of thoſe that (pile it 
And ſolittle was his injur'd Love to tht 
' Uungrateful World diſcourag'd or in 
pair'd by the ſayageentertainment he me 
with init,that, afcer he had ſuffer'd fron 
wretched men(for whoſe'ſakes he lefrHer 
yY 


& 


Serapbick Love, 
th oen to become capable of ſuffering) ſuch 
eretoaerbarous indignities,as might have made * ' 

co tiſhre puniſhments appear Mercy,and even 
Id naffuelty it ſelf ſeem no more than Juſtice; 
fite hen I ſay, to hope for ſo much as his 
© Oferdon were preſumption; he was pleas'd 
fide create Confidence of no leſs than his 
Move, a Virtue, Nor think it, £indafver 
Wpertinent toour preſent Theme, thar 
Minfiſt co mach on what Chriſt has done 
id ſuffer'd for us, fince both he himſelf 

Sforms us, that He and his Father are one: Joh. 10.36 

nd ſome of the Texts already mention'd Orig < 

Wave taught us, that 'twas an effec . of 5, 10, rr. 
0's love alſo to the world, that He 

ve his only breottenSon to redeem it;and, J% 3-16: 

hat God commendeth his Love towards us Rom. 5.8, 
that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt dyed 
ar «s, W herefore | ſhall withour ſcro- 
19yle proceed to obſerve. to you, that ſo 
Weeis Chiiſt's dileRion, that the grand 
ondition of- our Felicity is our Belief, 
at he is diſpoſed to make us happy 
Wa tearms,not only ſo honourable to him, 
iWut ſo advantagious to 1is,. that, I was 
Wbout to ſay , that poſſibly Faithit ſelf 
mould ſcarce beexacted as requiſite to our 
*©appineſs, bur that the condition. dots 
creaſe the tenefir, by vouchſafing us 
old and early anticipations of it - For, 
Faith 


Seraphick £dve. 
#aith being (as che Apoſtle rearms it)j 
fe.M.1. Chance of things hoped for, #nd ewide 
( or conviction) of things not ſeen, i 
our joys to this fide of the Grave, bg 
Heaven down to us, till our freed $ 
can foarup to Heayen3 andidoes us 
a ſervice, as the Jewiſh Spies did tot 
Countrey-men,by bringing them oye 
this' fide 'Fordzn into the Wilderne 
fome of rhe pleaſant arid dtheious 
of the bleſt Land of Proffiiſe. Iſaid,'z 
damor 'thatFaith was the grand Cond 
- {on required in God's Free Zranr of Et 
nal life, Nor: that T 'wonlkd "aſcribe 
, as to a-Lazy; Speculative, and Ba 
' * Faith, in oppoſition to that lively 
'* © active one, which is called by the py 
Tis; 0; arytumns Evipytutm, Faith opera 
wg cg I am informe@by Sr.F, 
chat the: Divorce of Faith 3nd Wor 
as deſtructive to Religion, as tharof $ 
and Bodyis to Life : 'Bur that Twas i 
ling ro mind you, that though true F: 
(which cries like Rachel, Give me Chill 
or elſe 1 die) be ever the pregnant Moth 
of good works , yet are not thoſe we 
the cauſe, butthe Effects 'and Signs 
"God's firſt Love tomen, (however are 
ward the Children may Nurſe their | 
rents, ) As, though che Needle's poin 
Iſ 
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ing the Poles be, by being an EffeR,an 
Argument of its having been Invigorated 
-. by.rhe Loadſtone, or received Influence 
F frotm:ſome other Magnerick Body 3 yer is 
-M cot that Reſpe& - unto the North the 
Cauſe,but cheOperarion ofthe ſron's be- 

"np drawn by the attraQtive Mineral;7hos , 

art 200d, and dof good ſays the Plalmiſt to gg, 
his Maker,” The [= of his Good- 
neſs 'is that which makes it Oors ,, nor 


doth Hedo us g60d;becauferhae Weiare 
g00d,bur becauſe He's liberally ſo;asthe 
Sun ſhines on Dunghils, nor ont/of 'afy 
Iavitation his Bearris find chere; but be- 
cauſe. it.is his Nature to be viffaſbee of 
his Light, Yerwith this difference; thar 


whereay:the Sun's Bounty by beingrathee 
an/Adyantige to us than u' Fiyodr ids) 
fetves our Joy,/ and not our Thanlisz:bes 
cauſe his Viſits are-made Deſigniefly;and 
without any parricalar. Tirention of ads 
dreſs, (by ſuch'4'bare 'neceſſicof Nature, 
as that which makes/Springs tow outils 
to Streams,” when their Beds ate'tdonar- 
foiy to contain the renewed water 'that 
doth inceflantly ſwellthe exuberant Sours 
cesq) God-on'the contrary, fot being ties 
ceflarily kind, is or leſs Freely ot -Ob- 
ligingly ſo, to Yogor Me, for, though 
ſome kind of Communicativeneſs be 

| Eſſential 


98. Seraphick Love. | 
Eſſential to his Goodneſs, yet his Exteqy 
fion of it without Himſelf,and his Vouchs 
Gfing it to this or that particular Perſon, 
are purely Arbitrary,” To omit his Love 
to the numberleſs Ele& Angels; the 
ſtrice Relations betwixe the Perſons of the 
Bleffed Trinity, ſupplying God with It 
_ . ternal Objects, which imploy'd his Kind- 
neſs before the Creation, and Himſelf 
being able to allow his Goodneſs the 
Extear of Infinity for irs Diffuſion, But 
(having glanc'd at this only by the By) 
we may yet further admiringly obſer 
That whereas Men uſually give freelicf 
where they have nor. given before, ar 
make it both the Motive and the Excu 
of their deſiſtance from giving any mor 
That they have givenalready:Gods bout 
ty hath a very different Method, for her 
es to give, becauſe he Hath given, ant 
that he May give. Copſonantly to whict 
when the revolting 1/raelites had broke 
the Contents, whilſt Moſes was bringing 
them the Tables, of the LAW, and had 
thereby provok'd the Incenſed Giver ofi 
to the thonghts of a {udden Extirpatio! 
of ſo Ingrateful and Rebdlious a People; 
we may obſerve, That, whezeas God, as 
unwilling to remember his former Good- 


neſs to them, ſpeaking to Moſes, calls 
; them, 
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7 
chem, Thy people which thow broughteſt out Exod. 32. 


the. Land of «Egypt : Moſgs,on the other ?* 
de, to engage God to the New mercy of 
a Pardon, - repreſents to God his Former 


mercy to them,& calls them God's People, verl. 11, 


which He brought forth out of the Land of 
e/£eypt, with great power, and with a mighty 
hand, And ſo conſpicuous in the Eternal 
Son was this property of the Merciful Fa- 
ther, that when ſick Zazarss's Siſters im- 
plored his Reſcue for their exſpiring Bro- 
ther, the Motive they employ,and which 
Proſper'd their addreſſes, was, Lord, be- 


hold, (not, he who loveth thee, but) he Joh. 11.3; 


whom tho loveſt, is ſick, And as hetakes 
the firſt inducements of his Bounty from 
Himſelf , ſo do his former Favours both 
invite and give Rates to his ſucceeding 
Bleſſings, And there is, reaſon for it : 
For his pure Love being all che Merit,by 
which Man can pretend to the Effects of 
his Bounty ; it is but juſt,that the Degree 
of his Love ſhould Proportion thoſe Fa- 
yours, which'tis our onely Title to and 
that God's Liberality ſhould as well afford 
Meaſures as Motives to it ſelf. 


Nor is God's love leſs Diſ-intereſs'd S:@. 14. 


than Free, Hig grand Deſign upon us is 
but tomake us Inſtruments and Partakers 
of His Glory, and to bring us to eyerlaſt- 

G ing 
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ing Happineſs , by a Way that does as 
well elevate and dignifie our Nature as 

' the Condition reſerv'd for us will, His 
Method of ſaving us. if but compli'd with, 

12, does here,as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Fit ws for 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Lights We 

. being made (as Sr, Peter ſpeaks) Partakers 
of the Divine Nature, havin eſcap'd the 
corruption that is in the world through Luſt, 


So that thoſe things, wherein the nobleſt 
of the Philoſophers plac'd their Felicity, 
ſerve but to Qualific and Prepare Chriſti- 
ans for that Higher Blefſedneſs that is re- 
ſery'd by God tor thoſe that love him; 
and cannot but be heighrn'd and endear'd 
by the Value, which Graces and Virtues 


had given men on Eatth, for ſuch a Noble 

and Rational kind of Happineſs, as is ap» 
portion'd to them in Heaven. W hat ends 

can he have upon us. whoſe Goodneſs 

and his Blefſednels are both Infinite ? He 

was unconceivabiy Happy (in his own 

Self- ſufficiency )beforethe Creatures had 

a Being;and ſure that Felicity that needed 

—7-uid evim immortalibus atque not Themſelves to be 
beatjs, Gratia nofira gueas largtrier ſupreme » needs no- 
Emolumenti » it noftrs quidguam thing that they cando: 
cuſs _ ig gedereanc ? Lucret. Nor was it his Indi- 
oy gence that forcd him 

to make the World, thereby to make new 


Acqui- 
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acquiſitions, but his goodneſs that preſs'd 
him to Manifeſt, and to impart his Gloryz 
and the Goods which he ſo overflowing- 
ly abounds with, Witneſs his ſuſpenſion 
of the World's Creation, which cer- 
tainly had had anearliet Date, were the 
Deity capable of want , and the Crea- 
tures of {upplying it. St. Payl in his E- 
piſtle to Timothy, ſtiles God MaxapO., 
which we tranſlate, The bleſſed God, bur 
may perhaps more propetly- be rendred, 
the hapyy God: ande!ſewherein the ſame * 
Epiſtle he cruly calls him The Happy, as 
well as Only Potentate, God (ſays the A- 


poſtle) that made the world, and all things alt 37.14 


therein, ſeeing that He © Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, dwelleth not, &c. As though He 
needed any —_— that he giveth to all 
Life, and Breath, and all things, And, In 
Him, we live, and move, aud haveour Be- 
ing. And indeed ſo coherent inthe mind 
oft a meer Man, that dots but conſider 
and underſtand the Import of his own 
Notions, is the belief of God's Happineſs 
to that of His Beingzthat | remember the 
Epicurean, Zucreriue himſelf,even in that 
impious paſſage, where he denies Divine 
Providencez and in a ſeeming, but inju- 


.rious Complement,would, under the pre- 


tence of eaſing God of it, deprive Him 
G 3 of 
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of the government of the World; does 
yer confeſs, that rhe Divine Nature muſt 
neceſſarily enjoy a Supreme and endleſs 
Tranquility adding, (to bring this to.ou 
preſent purpoſe ) that 'tis | 


—— Privata More omni » Þrivata þe- 
ric les 4 


Ipſa ſais pollens opibus nibil indigs 


noſtri, 


Whereby he acknowledges, 


That from all. grie's and dangers of 
them freed, 


Rich in it ſelf, it has of us no.need. 


Or,if you will have him ſpeak of the gods 
in the Plura), like a Heathen Poet,thar 


Far above griefs and dangers, thoſe bleſ 
powers, 


Richin their Native Goods, need wont 0 
OUYS, F 


A much Nobler Poet tells us, That th! 

Plal. 24.1. Earth ts the Lord's, and the fulneſs ray - 
the World, and they that dwell therein, A 

Prov. 26. greeably whereunto, that Great Ged the 
vi formed all things, ( as in} our Ttanflation 
the Sctipture calls him (ſays in one of the 


' Seraphick Love, ho. 3 
7 Pſalms, 1f Twere hungry,1 would not tel thee, v1 cc. 
_ far the ets is mine,and he fulneſs thereof, TIT 
le | His Ubiquity excludes, all wiſhes of Re- 
moye, by making his Eſſence uncapable 
of excluſion; for, Whither ſhould he ' 
deſire to tranſport himſelf that is every 
'pe- | where, and can wiſh himſelf in no place 
where heis.not already ? his ſufficiency is 
dig ſuch, that he can ſee no Goods, but what 
'B hegivesor hath, (or rather both beſtows 
and poſſeſſes ) his plenty being ſo unex- 
hauſted a Spring of Goods that his Libe- 
rality does lefs imporeriſh God, than the 
Sun's light does him; or imparced know- 
ledge impairs the Teacher's Stock, And 
therefore,though $: Fames do very juſtly 
* call God,The Father of Ligh:s, whois the Jam. 1.17. 
beſtower of every good and eyery perte&t | 
Gitt,zyer.che Frrend of God, (as Jo Scrips Jaw.2, 23. 
rare calls 4braham)and that Royal Pricft, 
(whom "the Writer to. the -Hebrews Heb. 7. pr 
reaches us to have been (o illuſtrious 479%" 
Type of Him, whom he calls, 7he high yeb. 3. r. 
Prieſt of our Profeſs:0n) lo both of them in 
the ſame Chapter ſtile him, The Poſſeſſor Gen. *'- 
| Heaven atd Earth, No, no, God needs FO) 
not beg From,nor cover In the Creatures 
© ſhallow ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he, 
| not only hath, bur is the ſource, Our 
greateſt ſervices to our Creator muſt be 
G 3 to 


| OUr 


to diſcharge our ſelves, not to adyantage 
him, nor as thinking co add aty thing toa 
' Felicity which were not infinite, could it 
admit encreaſe, Our higheſt Performan- 
. ces, though they be dues, amount not 
u6ro Tributes, but are rather like thoſe 
Pepper-corns of Rent which Free- holders 
pay, not with hope or with intent to et» 
rich their Land-lord,but to acknowledge, 
that they hold all from him, When we 
2dmirethe Sun , our ſecing of his Light 
doth not encreaſe it,it makes it not great- 
er, but only it makes it ours, and when 
we turn away,or ſhut our Eyes, that glo- 
rious Planer ſuffers no Eclipſe, and is not 
at all darkned or impair'd, nor doth He 
; thereby loſe his light, but. We: The ea- 


ſineſs of the ——_ requires, and Ex» 


cuſes its omiſhon. 7f1rhow ſinneſt, (ſays E; 
libs in Fob) what deft thou ag ainft him ? if 
thow be righteous, what giveſt ths him? or 
what recerveth he of thine hand : Thy wick: 
edne{s may hurt a Man,as thou art, andthy 
righteouſneſs may profit the Son of Man, 1n 
ef &,the wicked's ſpite againſtGod is but 
likea mad-mans running his head againſt 
the wall.thatleaves the wall unſhaken, but. 
d: ſhes his own Brains out, God inhabits 2 
Felicity (as well as Light) inacceſsible to 
all igferior attempts: his Soveraign Tran- 

| quility 


 Seraphick Love, 


' quility is ſo ſublimely plac'd , that *cis 


above the reach of all Diſquieting Im- 
prefſions ; and, like the Stars,thar feel nor 
the Diſeaſes their ves Luge Influence 
oduces, Hedoth not reſent the torments 

e Inflits, Gods Juſtice is not leſs Efſen- 
tial to him than his Mercy 3 Witneſs thac 
(the numbers of the Saints and the Re- 
robate confider'd) thouſands fa'l Sacri- 
es tothe ſeverer Attribute, for one that 
proves Capable of the milder, He ſaid, 


He would get hime(elf honour xdion' Pharaoh xxod. 14. 
axd all his Foft, when ke defign'd their '72 *5: 


ruine in-the Red ſea + And Moſer.ſaid, He 


bath triumphed glorionſly in «fefting it, ——_— 


And in Ezekiel he ſays, Behold, I am «- * 


g4infs thee, 0 Sidon, and 1 will beglorifid — TA 


in the midſt of thee, and they ſhall know that 
1 am the Lord, when I ſhall have execated 
my judements in her, and ſhall be ſanttifid 
ix ber. Thus, when a flathof God's Indig- 
nation (kindled by that frange fire they 
preſum'd to offer before him) had blaſted 
the two preſumptuous Sons of Aaron, 


God is ſaid#o have been ſanttifi'd in them Levis. 10. 


that come nigh him, and to have been glori- 3: 
ff d before all the proplez ſuch eminent and 
exemplary Inſtances of Severity, mani- 
feſting him to be ſo Holy in his Laws, 
and ſo Concera'd for them, that even che 

GC 4 Mini- 


86 Seraphick 'Love, 
Miniſters of his Alrars ſhall not violate 
them with Impunity,but find Him (whar 
the Writer to the Hebrews calls him) 4 
Heb. r2, Conſuming fire ; Who will be Glorif'd be- 
29. fore all his people, either by the Obedi- 
ence of thoſe that approach Him, or by 
« their Deſtrution, So ro Evidence, that 
God canderive SatisfaRion as well from 
the Exerciſe of provoked Juſtice, as from 
that of his provoked Mercy , the ſacred 
| Orator uſes this remarkable Antanaclaſis: 
Dem. 13. Ang it ſhall comme #0 paſs that as the Lordre- 
' Jojced over you to doyou good, and multiply 
you 3 ſo will the Lord rejoyce over you to dt- 
ſtrey you, and bring you to naught, Thus, 


though it be my ſaid of God by thePro- 


Lam. 3.33 phert Feremiah,that he doth not afftitF wil- 
lingly,nor grieve the Children of Men : (and 
therefore the determinedConſumption of 
the wholeLand, which our Bibles Engliſh, 
God's work his ftrange work,other Tranſla- 

Va. 28:31. tors read, Opus alienwm ſuum) Yet when 
the ſins of incorrigible offenders are grown 
to that provoking Heighth, that his Mer- 
& intercedes no more to avert or ſuſpend 
the inflitions of ' his Juſticez then how 
much he can ſatisfie himſelf inDeſtroying 
thoſe that wou'd not beP:eſ@ved.may be 
gheſs'd at by that formidable Expreſſion 
in Ezekiel; where, having fore-told what 

26 a 


% 


| $#þaphick Love, 

hFock rhe Sword, the Pamine, and the 
Peſtilence ſhogtd make amangſt che intra- = 
able and dilperg'd 1ſrarlites,he adds, (as 

be- | 2 kind of *Emwouor) Thas ſhall mine anger Exek.13.s 

edi- i be accompliſhed, and I will cauſe my fury to 

r by BY reſt pon them, and I will be comforted. The 

that Y Howlings of the Damned as 'well ſound 

rom © forth his Praiſes, as do the Hallelujahs of 

rom rhe Saints ; thiey both do ſing to him an 

cred | everlaſting” Canticle of praiſez onely in + - 

eſis: | this great Conſort of his, whole inte!li- 

Jre- © gent Creatipn, the defignleſly conſpiring 

iph FF Voices are as differing as the Conditions 

 de- If © of the reſpeRive Singers. Hell's darkneſs 

hos, W doth as well contribute ro, God's Glory,as 

ro- WY Heaven's Ecernal Splendor: As Shadows, 

wil-Y juaiciouſly plac'd, do no leſs praiſe the 

and Painter, than do the livelier and brighter 

n of Colours, '' And as when the Eatth doth 

iſh, ſend black, noifome, and ſulphureous Ex- 

ſla- WY halarions uptoward' the Sky, alas, they 

hen reach' not Heaven, nor diſcompoſe "2. 

wall Spheres;burallthe Storms and Thiinders 

(er- i they produce fall on chat Globe they came 

end from, and there do all their miſchief :So, 

ow | the wicked may wrong God indeed, yer 

ing dotheyreally Harm bur themſelves by all 

bel their greateſt fins, which trouble Him 

chiefly,but becauſe they neceſſitate him to 

puniſh them: for the tranſgreſſions thar - 
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(1 Love. ' 
moſt Provoke God do him; not the le 
Harm. An impious perſaaumay (as E 
lately inform'd ns) hurt a Man, as himſel 
is, not that ſupremely bleſſed Deity 3 the 
Reſult of whoſe Infinice Perfections is 


. reſembling Happineſs, which is as inſep: 


rable from Him as his Efſence, Our 0 

fences may derogate from his Acceſhona 

Glory, not from his Eſſearial Felicity , 

rather,themoſt deſperate Sinners by thei 

greateſt Crimes, can but Change the At. 
tribute they ſhould bring honour to, and 
but oppole the glorifying of his Goodaeh 
to occaſion the glorifying of his Juſt: ce; 
fince he will be infallibly giorifi'd, ſoon a 
late, either by Men's actions, or their ſut- 
ferings;by their Practice of Dunies,or Pu- 
niſhment for Sin, Thus you ſee how little 
God is beholden to you for your Declin- 
ing Hell: Norwill the ſcore be very much 
encreas'd by your Addreſſes & Attempre 
for Heaven, Cn 4 man (ſays Eliphaz,) bt 
Profitable wnts God, as he that is wiſe may be 
Profitable unto himſelf? Is it any pleaſure ta 


the Almighty that thow art righteous? or cit 


g4in unto him that thos makeſt thy way 
ur ? Congruouſly to which ſence t 
miſt ſays, My Gooaneſs extendeth not to 
Thee; The firethat we kindle on God's 
Altars heats and enlightens us,but warms 
not 


4 
i 
{ 
| 


11.;1 "I 
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{ not Heaven at ſo diſtant a remove, noris 
wanted in the Sun's refidence, We have 
mſed} all the Redolence of the Perfumes andin- 
- + cenſe we burn upon by Altars,the Smoak 
--. doth vaniſh c'r it can r2ach the Sky, and 
whilſt cis undiſpers'd,bat Clouds, and but 
Obſcures it, Alas, our beſt foremances 

are as uſeleſy ſervices to God,as the Heir's 
bringing Wax to his departing Father, is 

to him, which adds not any thing to the 

rich man's ſtore, and is þy him defir'd and 
accepted, only to ſeal. away a Fortune 

to his Son, Though therefore it be crue, 
thatGodis pleas'd with our performances, 

yet is that welcome he vouchſafes to give 
them, ſo far fromenabling us by them co 
requite his Love, that it encreaſes the 
equitedneſs of it. 3 {ance he is delight- 

with them, as they afford him juſt riſes 

to reward them, How far from Mercena- 

ry is then God's Bounty ! fince he accepts 

our acknowledgements of his former bleſ- 
fings,” ( chit I to wake them opportu- 


nitics of conferring freſhones3 as good old 

Iſaac defir'd his Son's Veniſon, that from Gen. 29.4. 
e \teliſhing of that @my Moone he 
might take an opportunity to bleſs him, 
And the 4g diſcover how diſin- 
tereſs'd God's favours are, let us further 
condader, how little they are nn 
or 


x Chron. 
29- I I, 16, 


 Seraphich Love. 


for we can give him nothing bur his own. 
(nor, Heaven knows,all chat neither; )and 
both the Will and Power to ſerve hin 
are His, upon ſo juſt and many ſcores, that} 
we areunable to Retribute, unleſs we dg 
reſtore z and all the Duties we can. p 
our Maker, are lefs properly Rehui 
than Reſticutions., When David and his 
Officers had offer'd rowards the ſtructure 
of that Magnificent Temple, which they 
ſeem'd ambitious to make a Manfion 
inferior to Heaven only; the King him- 
ſelf gave three thouſand Talents of Gold, 
and ſeven of refin'd filyer ; and the heads 
of the People, five thouſand Talenrs'(be- 
ſides ren thouſand Drachms) of Gold; ten 
chouſand Talents of filyer,eighreen'thou- 
ſand of Braſs,and a handred thouſahd of 
Tron, (a Treaſure, of which I ſcarce're- 
member 'to have readthelike in any Hi- 
ſtory ) befides a nuihber of all manner of 
precious ſtones, capable of impoveriſhi 
the very Indies: they perfum'd this noble 
and unequall'd offering with a ſolemn 
confeſsion,which perhaps in God's eſteem 
was much more precious than it: 7hine 
0 Lord, ( ſays the Royal Prophet in the 
name of all) /s the greatneſs, and the power, 
and the glory,and the vittory,andthe maje- 


fty ; for all that is in heaven and in carth is 
| / thine. 


Seraphick Love, 
hine, Thine i the Kingdom, O Lord, and 
hint howart exalted as head above all. Both riches 
Band honor come of thee,and thoureigneſt over 
all. And in thine hand i power and might, 
and in thine handit is to make great, and to 
give firength unto all, Now therefore, our 
God, we thank thee, and praiſe thy glorious 
Name, But who am 1: and what is my people, 
that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingh af- 
ter this ſort? for all things come of thee, and 
of thine own have we giventhee, For we are 
old, ſtrangers before thee,ond ſojourners, as were 

all our Fathers, Our days on Earth are 4s 4 
ſhadow,and there « none abiding, © Lord 
our God, all this ſtore that we have prepared 
to build thee an Houſe, foy thy Holy Name, 
cometh of thine hand,ard # all thine own. 


again? For of him,and through him,andto 
him, are all things, Nay, even our Love 
it ſelf (that poor man's Surety and Exche 
quer, that doth pay all his debts by ſup- 
plying him with the Prerogative to Coin 
is defires and wiſhes of an atbitrary 
value) is here unable to diſcharge our 
debts: our Love being too much the ef- 
| f*Q, tobe capable of being che recom- 
penceof Gods, And ſurely, the Divine 

| 7 - Amoriſt 


im, and ohm e recompenſed to him 


Who, ( ſays the Apoſtle,in aqueſtion that Rom. 1. 
importsits own Negative)hath firſt given 35: 3*: 
to 


"_- 
x Joh. 4. 
bo. 


8 Joh. 4+ 
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Serapbick Love. k 
Amotiſts had cauſe ro (ay, that hereinj 
love,,not that we levedGod but that he louet 
#, And, as the (ame Apoſtle elſewher 
ſpeaks,we love him, becauſe he fp ived 
E in effec, welook upon INWOrtnhy 
conteſt, betwizt God's Mercies, and moff 
Mens 7ngracirude, atid but refle@ upag 
the ſinall returti of Love that the greatef 
disburſernenrs of His d6 uſually btir 
home z we cantior bur acknowledge, (4 
Davit in the lately mencion'd Scripture 
did) that out loving God for his Favour 
is one of the greateſt Favors that we love 
hind for. So utirequitable is God's Loy 
and (6 inſolvent ate we, chat that Love 
vaſtly improves che benefic , by which 
alotie we might have pretended ro ſong 
ability of Retribation, And ſo unlimiced 
is this impotence of ours to recompence 
or repiy God's dile&ion, that it extend 
ro, atid fetters our very wiſhes, For God 
enjoys an affluence of Felicity, ſo perfe 
and eritire, that even onr wiſhes can ain 
at nothing for him worthy of him, un- 
leſs infiruted by what he already au- 
ally poſſeſſes, And rhe ſenſe of this ſame 
very Impotence, to fome of the grearet 
proficienits in Seraphick Love,appears not 
the leaſt uneaſie ptoperty of it, It grieves 
us ſenſibly,toſee our ſelyes reduc'd co be 
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only 


Seraphick Love, 
;Þl only Paſfive, and the Receivers in this 
Commerce, We would fain contribute 
"T ſomething , and cannot always refrain 
© from devoting our Wiſhes to encreaſe his 
© Happineſs, ro whom we owe all ours, 
And ſome holy Perſons (particularly Se, 
fl 4»ftin) have by the Exuberance of their 
Pug Gratitude and Devotion, been tranſport; 
cu ed to make Wiſhes, and uſe Exprefhons, 
wherein their AﬀeRions had a greater 
ſhare than their Reaſon, and which argued 
them mach better to _ ow 
much God deſery'd of th:m, than How 
little he needed chem, But, _ ſecond 
M Thoughts, we ſhall find, that the Cauſe of 
Si our Grief Ongar to turn it into our Joy, 
fincethe D we would frame, aiming 
at God's being infinitely happy, are all 
Fulfilled before they are conceived, . and 
ff chat in the moſt Adyantagious and No- 
bleſt way : For,could God's happineſs ad» 
mit Acceſſion by our accompliſh'd Wiſh- 
ſhes, there were then a poſſibility of his 
Wanting ſomething to render it Com- 
plear. And ſure, 'tis a more Supreme feli- 
oy to be by Nature tranſcendenely above 
encreale of Blefſedneſs, than to re- 
ceivethe Greateſt that Mencan Wiſh, 


God's Love : we cannot entertain of 
any 


93 


To promet now to the Conftancy of SefF. 16. 


| Seraphick Love, 

apy Apprehenſions, not altogether Lig. 
worthy of 'him, and criminally Injuriogs 
to him, without believing, That co think 
that he Can'be inconſtanc, is as great x 
Crime as*twere a Miſery to find him fo, 
His Love is like his Eſſence, immutably 
Erernal, reaching from Everlaſting to 
Everlaſting, it preceded the Nativity of 
Time, and will ſurvive its utmoſt Period 
and Obſequies, Having loved his onn 
which were in the world, he loved them wn 
the ind, ſays the Evangeliſt : And when 
St,Fames had told us, That every good gift 
and every perfet? gift is from above, & com 
eth down 7 tt the Father of Eights,he adds 
(ro complere onr Conſolation) with whon 
is no variableneſs,neither ſhadow of turning, 
Of his own Will begat he us of the word of 

trath, And, in effeR, ſince God takes tl 
Motives of his Love to Us, from Himfel 
not from U1s,the Unchangeableneſs of his 
Nature ſeems ſtrongly to infer that of his 
Charity, and our Happineſs jn ic, For, [ 
Mal. 2. 6. 47 the Lord, 1 change not 3 therefore ye Sous 
of Facob are not tonſumed, (ays God by the 
laſt cf his Prophets : And in Feremiah he 
rells his people, 7 have lov'd thee with an 
everlaſting love, And what God once ſaid 
Toſh. x. 5, £O the generous Foſuah, 1 will never leave 
© thee mor forſake thee, is by the Writer - 
= D _ 5 © _ r [4 
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Seraphick Love, 35 

the Hebrews appli'd to Believers in gene- F&-b-13-5. 

ral : for the gifts andcalling of God (ſays the 2g. » 

ſame Author eltewhere) are without re- 

pentance. Nor do thoſe Crofles that ſeem 

due ro his Anger deſtroy the Immutabili- 

ty of his Love, fiance even that Anger is an 

Effect of it, proceeding from a Fatherly 

Impatience of ſeeing a Sport unwip'd off in 

the Face he loves too well to ſee a Ble- 

miſh in it ; and from his Defire to ſee his 

Child an Object fic for a larger Meaſure 

of his kindneſs : As when we beat the 

Duſt out of a Suit we tancy, we ſtrixe not 

out of Anger, but onely to temove that 

which doth Sully it, and hinder ns ro 

rake that Delight in it, which our tond- 

neſs would be pleaſed with a juſt Caute 

to find, As many as I love, I rebuke and cha- Rev.z 15) 

ften, ((ayes our Sawour,) And, 1 know, 0 Phal. 119; 
"W Lord, "(ays the Pſa'mift) that thy Fudg- * n 

f his ments areright, and that thou in fanhfulncſs 

f bas haſt :{flieFed me. The Furnace of Afflicti- 

1 on beg meant but ro Refine us from our 

ou '--:th'y droffineſs, and Soften ns for the 

the Impr-ſhon of God's own Stamp and 

Image, The great and merciful Architect 

 &f] of his Church, (whom not onely the Phj- 

ſaid loſophers have ſtyl'd, butthe Scripture ir 

avey (&lf calls Tyr, an Artiſt or Artificer) Heb. 1. 

10} employs not on us the Hammer and the '* 

H Chizzel, 


Seraphick Love, | 
 Chizzel, with an intent to Wound or 
Mangle us, but only to Square and Faſhi- 
on our hard and ſtubborn Hearts into ſuch 
r Pet. 2.5, living Stones , as may both Grace and 
Strengthen his heavenly Structure, Nor is 
God only thus Conſtant to his Love, but 
to his Lovelineſs, Our Female Beauries 
are uſually as fickle in their Faces as their 
. Minds, and more certainly in the former; 
becauſe, though Caſualties ſhould ſpare 
them, Age brings in a Neceſlity of a 
Change, - tay, a Decay ; leaving our Do- 
eters upon Red and White inceſſaatly per- 
plex'd, by the incertainty both of the Con- / 
tinuance of.their Miſtreſs's Kindneſs, and, 
of the Laſting of her Beauty, (both which 
are neceſſary to the Amoriſt's Joys and 
Quiet): for, ſometimes, when the Mi- 
ſtreſs's humour doth not change ſo Much, 
as to prove guilty of the fault of Incon- 
ſtancy,her Face alters Enough to make her 
Lovers wiſh Inconſtancy no Fault, or, 
that ſhe had committed it, that her Fickle- 
neſs might afford them the Excuſe, of 
Imitationor Revenge, But, in Devotion, 
we are equally ſecure from both theſe 
Dangers, Since God doth not deliſt from 
blefſing us with His Love, nor ceaſes ever 
from deſerving the Heighth of Ours, Nor 
is he only conſtant in making us the Ob- 
jects ' 


 . Seraphick Lowe, 
jets of his Love, bur alſoin bending and 
enclining us to make him the objeot our 
ſtrongeſt affeRtions,; ſo that he nor only 
perſiſts in continuiug to us both the offer 
and the value of his Love, but perſeveres 
ro give usa receptive diſpoſition to wel- 
come it tous, and refle& ir up to Him, The 
want of ſuch a diſpoſition loſt Adam Pa- 


_ radiſe, and the fall'n Angels Heayen 


there being tothe object that muſt ſecure 
our Love ſucha Nature requiſite in refe- 
rence to our affetions, as Philoſophers 
are pleas'd toafcribe to the world's Cen- 
tre in relation.to heavy bodies, which, 
they teach us, that Magnetick Point has 
the donbie Faculty, nor only to draw 
thither, bur ro keep there, Forſo Un- 
roward and Croſs-grain'd are We, in 
point of our own Good, and ſo uafic to 
procure, and ready to deſert, our own 
Felicity, that neither its Excellency is a 
ſufficient Motive to carrry our addreſſes to 
it,. nor its poſſeſhon a competent tye to 
intercept in us all deſigns of Revolts and 
Divorces : but we mult be uſed as peeviſh 
Children are,who, (on the one f1de) when 
their Mouths are out of taſte , and they 
refuſeto take what is neceſſary for them, 
muſt have it not only offer'd them,” but 
forc'd upon them, and be ( as it were ) 

H 2 made 
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made to receive it; and who (on the other 
ſide ) muſt be reſtrain'd from Gadding, 
when the Beauty of the Manſions they live 
in canhot invite their ſtay;but they wotld 
oladly leave the proudeſt Palaces Archi- 
recture can boaſt, to run into the ſtreer, 
and dab :le in the Kennel, All theſe three 
properties of Divine Conſtancy are not 
il ſhadow'd in the operations of the 
Load-ſtone, (a Mineral, inwhich I have 
made too many- Experiments , not to be 
by you allow'd ro mae ſome compart- 
ſons to it ) For, firſt, it never forſakes its 
Inclinations for the Steel: next, being 
united co it, it retains ſo conſtantly its at- 
tractive Qualities, that it gives not. the 
Needle any Motive of deſerting it 3 and 
Thirdly, it doth never rightly roach the 
amorous Steel.. without leaving an -Im- 
preſſion, which ever after diſpoles ir to a 
Converſion ro thit Magnetick Poſture, 
which beſt fits it toreceive freſh Influen- 
ces, To which, ler me add this other Re- 
ſemblance , berwixt God's work on ls, 
and the Load-ſtones on the Iron, thar the 
kind Stone attracts a Needle t : it, not to 
adyantage it (elt by that Union. bur to 
impart 1ts virtue to what 1t draws, Be- 
files, \ bſence and Rivals, thoſe frequent 
Ruineis of other Lovers ha;p neſs, can 
threaten 


' Seraphick Love, c9 


» threaten nothing of formidable to yours, 
Gs For, abſence ( which fo d;yorces us from 
1d that which animates us, that Lovers do 
"i not ſo improperly ſtile it Death, if 
Ns Death be but che ſcpara:ion of Soul and 
_ Body ) by God's Ubiquity we are ſecured 
of from; He is ever preſent with us, or 
ba rather in us, You that not long ſince ſo 
ah highly -valu'd the oppottunitics of con- 
Wo verſing' with your Miſtris for ſome few 
ry momeuts, ſhall here find your priviledges 
ee Improv'd to a permiſſion, nay, an Invita- 
_ tion, of entertaining the Oby-& of your 
Bog Love at all times, No {1 ur renders your 
he viſits unſeaſonable, nr no length rtedi- 
ad ous: He is rather we'comelſt to God thar 
he comes to him ofreneſt, and ſtays with him 
_ longeſt, What favouts were vouchſaf'd 
2 to that ancient Propheteſs, ( who was 
likewiſe one of the firſt Evaugeliſts) who 
ks for many years departed net from the. Tem- Ln z. 2 
pi ple,but ſerved Goa with Faſtings and Prayers &c. 
s, night and day, the beginning of St Luke's 


Goſpel may inform you The midnieht an. 6 ;; 
he Pho &! 4 
Hymns of Paul and Silas did not only not 25, &c. 


y diſturb'or offend him they prais'd, bur 
ws proctr'd the'*viſic of an Angel to bring 
__ them miraculous and unexpected libe:ty, 
ar as a proof of the acceptablene(s of rheir 
= ſeemingly unſeaſonable Devotions, When 


H 3 Enoch 


"10S 
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Gen.5. 22, Enoch had walked with God as many yeats 


23324. 


Pfal. 56.8. 


as theyear has days, God was ſo. far from 
being importun'd or Tir'd by that laſting 
aſſiduity, that vouchſafing him an unex- 
ampled exemption . from death , he was 
plezs'd by anew and a nearer Cut to Hez- 
ven, to admit himto a yet cloſer, mote 
immediate, and more undiſtrated Com- 
munion with himſelf, And when Moſes 
had ſpent no leſs than forty days and forty 
»iehts in converſing (if I may uſe fo Fa- 
miliar a tearm) with God in the Mount, he 
brought down thence, inſtead of a Penance 
for his importunity, ſo fignal and radiant 
2 Teſtimony of God's peculiar Favour, 
that his dazled Countrey- men were as 
much diſabled, as invited, to gaze on an 
objet of .ſo much wonder, And then, 
how proud do we ſee many Lovers of 
their ſufferings, when ſhe but knows of 
them for whom they are endured ? But-in 
Seraphick Love, there is not the leaſt good 
wiſh, or privateſt - ſuffering , nay, not a 
whispering Sigh, orcloſer Thought, that 
filently Groans or . Aſpires in the Amo- 
rous Sou!, but he both ſees and. hears, 
that puts his Servants fears into his Bottle, 
Sweetning and Recompencing the greateſt 
misfortunes that his Love occaſions, with 
ſuch ſupportand joys, as hinder us to feel 

ns - - them, 
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them, and make them deſerve a contrary 
name, Each amorous Soul may ſay to 


God with David, Thou knoweſt my down- Pl. i; 
ſitting, and.-my up riſing, thou underſtandeſt * F 


my thoughts afar off thou comp:(ſeſt my path, 
and my lying down, and art acquainted with 
all mywayes, Aod Chriſt alſo himſelf has 
ſo attentive an Eye upon the amorous 
Soul,that he is held torth inthe A4pocalypſe, 
asrelling theRuler of theChurch ot Smyr- 


»a,T know thy works, tribulation, pover- gy, 1, v 
 t; And ſaying tothe Angel of.che Church s- 


of Pergamus,T know thy works ,e where thou 
dwelleſt, even where Satan's ſeat is.and thou 


holdeſt faſt my name, and baſt not denied my "09003: 


faith, even inthoſe dayes wherein Antipas 
was my faithful Martyr ,who was. ſlain among 
you, where Satan dwelleth, So that no en- 
dearing Circumſtance ot our Love ſcapes 
unobſerv'd by-Him, who has Done and 
Suffer'd ſo. much to engage us-toic, God 
remembers not our Endeavours: to ſerve 
Him, thelefs, for Our having forgotten 


them, When ſawwe thee any way diſtreſſed, wauh. 27 . 
--avd relieved thee 2 will be the Queſtion of 37: &c- 


thoſe co. whom Heaven ir felf will be ac 
the laſt :Day awarded , as having Mini- 


: ſtred\totheir Redeemer, Thole, that in 
.:Degenerate times, ſuck as ours, Lind:- 


wor, did, like Lot in Sodown, mourn tor 
H 4 Their 


% 


Mal. 3. 16, 
17. 


Rev. 2. 9, 
10, 


Seraphick Love. 
"Their Sins, chat mourned not for their 
Own, and condol'd among themſfelyes the 
ſpreading Wickednets of the times they 
liv'd ir 3 though probably the Dangers 
threarned them by the very Sinfulneſs 
they deplor'd, made them affect ſuch Pri- 
vacies in their Conferences, as freed them 
from, the Thoughts of being Oyer- heard 
yet the Scripture informs: us.) and *tis a 
Comfortable as well-as Memorable Paſ- 
ſage) that the Lord hearkned and heard it, 
and a Book of remembrance was written before 
bim, for thens that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his Name Then = he return, 
and diſcern betwixt the righteous and the 
wicked, between bim that ſerveth God, and 
him that ſerweth him rot. 1 know , (ays 
Chriſt, (nor only to the Angel of Smyrna, 
but to each rue Sufferer tor Him) thy 
works, and tribulation, and poverty : Fear 
none of theſe things that theu ſhalt ſuffer, Be 
thon faithful unto Death, and I will give thee 
4 Crown of Life, God is often pleaſ'd toac- 
cept thoſe good Thoughts and !ntentions 
of his Servants,which never arrive at actu- 
al Peformances. Though David built not 
the Temple he defign'd, yet his Son, that 
did it, informs us, that God ſaid unto him, 
Foraſmuch as it was in thine heart tobuild an 
Houfe for my Name, Then didft will inthat 
; it 


Serapbick Love: 
it was in thine heart, crc. And tis the Epi- 


ther our Saviour gives God, Tour Father Mar. 6, 6. 


which ſeethin ſecrtt, cc, Nor need we fear 
our Rivals ſhould Supplant us, fince we 
can have none in Devotion, whoſe Prayer 
and Endeavour it is not, that God wonld 
love us more, For his Love co You being 
(as the chieteſt Merit) the ſtrongeſt Mo- 
tive and Title uato theirs, they cannot bur 
Wiſh him well whom God doth love ſo; 
and cannot Wiſh him better, than by im- 
ploring for him freſh Additions, both of 
that Love of God, and grateful Diſpoſi- 
tions to return. it, Our Saviour aſſures us, 


chat there is Foy inthe preſence of the Angels Luk. 15. 
of God over one Sinner that repenteth, And 7' **: 
the ſole Hyman (except a Viſionary one) I Luk. x. , 
find recorded of the Celeſtial Quire, was 13» 4- 


ſung for a Bleftipg to Mankind, wherein 
(for ought I know) their Love and Sym- 


patby alone concern'd them : For unto ws Ila. 6. 


(Men) the Child is born, and unto us the Son 


& given. Why togk not wpon him the nature of 11.1, 4,16. 


Angels, but the ſeed of Abraham. So Noble 
and fo Difinterefl'd doth Divine Love 
-make Ours, that there is nothing, beſides 
the Object of that Love, that .we love 


more than our Concurrents in it, per- 
chance out of a Gratitude to their cites 
ps, to pay a Debe (of Love and ""__ 
. or 
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for which(alas!) we find our fingleſe| 


.. ..* _ but roo Tnſolvent, 'l 
md Perhaps Inted not mindiyou, Linda: 
'that divers Paſſages of the fore-goi 
Diſcourſe , ſuppoſe the Trath of th 
Do&rine, who aſcribe to God, in relati 
to every Man, an Eternal unchangeat 
and Inconditionate Decree of Election, 
Reprobation. Yet concerning the Ce 
troverſies betwixt the Calviniſts and t 
Remonſtrants,about Prezdeſtination, 8t 
coherent Do&trines, it were Improper 
give you here my ſence, Thoſe that 
truly Pions of either Party, are perh: 
otherwiſe 'look'd on by God than by c 
another, as Contending, which of God 
Attributes ſhould be moſt ReſpeRed t 
one ſeeming to Affirm irreſpeRive De 
crees, to magnifie his Goodneſs ; and tl 
other to Deny them but to Secure the ci 
dit of his Juſtice, And even in Honc 
the ſame Attribute, 'his Goodneſs, thelff 
\ Adverſaries' feem Rivals; the one pan 
-ſuppofing it beſt Celebrated by believu 
it.fo irrefiftible, thar'to whom ſoever "1. 
" intended; he Cannot bur be happy z' at 
tfother rhinking it moſt Extoll'd+ by | 
"10g believ'&fo Univerfal;ctharir will mat 
- Every man happy,' if he'pleaſes : The of 
\Party eleging to HonoarFree-grace, t 
aſgning 


| Seraphick-Love, 
sffigning it (as to Men)an unlimitedly-yaſt 
excentzas the other does, by aſcribiag'ican 


all my haſte, and -the nature of my Theme 
A. make me-.declige rhe Controverſies about 
Predeftination 36x: {ince the-:DoRrine 
that ,maintains.itgis got only by almoſt all 
the reſt of Maa xigd, but by the reſt of the 
Proteſtant Churches chemelves,(the Zs- 
therans, and divers Learn'd Divines ot the 
Church, of Eyeleps ) not only rejected, 
but . deveſted -as lircle, leſs -thah 'Blaſphe- 
at a mous,. (2s.indeed they that judge it an Er- 
rhay ror, cannot bur be tempted toy think it a 
7 ol dangerous one , - and- ob ery, pernicious 
x Conſequence, ſo far forth ag its &&quels 
til are permitted ro,haye inflaenceon Men's 

DJ Practice) I chink it not armiſs ro Adver- 
d hill tiſe. you, that the Doctrine of Praxdeſtina- 
cl tion. is, nor neceſſary to juſtify the Free- 

neſs and . the Greatneſs of God's Love, 
hel For ſo conſpicuous and Refulgenta Truth 
an- is that of God's being the Author of Man's 

Felicity, tharche difpute betwixt the Cal- 
- "offi. viniſts and Arminians is not ſo much con- 
any cerning-che Thing,as concerning the Man- 

vel ner of its being proffer'd ; the former at- 

oF firming Grace to be irrefiſtibly preſented ; 
one the latter, though they deny it to be itre- 

yy -zectable, yet granting, 'nvt only that it is 
in altoge- 


infallibly victoriqus. degree. - Bue rtheugh * 


1d5, 
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alcogether free and undeſery'd, bur alfy 
thar the proffer;s made both with a Pow. 
CI — tis rend-r*d, wf" ci 
accept it, with ſuc wg inn? 
tations, that Man at his elf br 
need .onrribute nothing ro his Feliciry,but 
thenot-wiltully.refafing ic, and may more 
properly beſaid roowe it unto God, th 
the Beg''ar to owe his Alms to his R 
liever, though he open his hand to receive} 
. it, which- he might have declin'd to do, 
be would have wilfully courted his omJ*** 
prejudice. Chriſt paid 2 Ranſom to Re 
deems we, tis true, and he is therefore call'd 
The word that bought ws: but it was God's 
tree goodneſs, both to provide us That 
Chriſt, anato accepe of That Ranſome, 
neicher of which he was oblig'd to do, kn 
and therefore the' Scripture alCribes it not 
tothe juſtice, bur ro the Love of God to fin 
the ««orId, that He ſent his only begotten Son ** 
toredeem #t: and Ss Paylin the 4 


me Text fc 
tells us both. that Ye are juftify'd, Nopeay 
T1 aus eek, freely by his Grace, and yet 
that it is, luz © >mAvrgworw; through the 
Red:mption , ( purchas'd for a Ranfom; 
the Orig nal word Engliſh'd Redemprion, || * 
relating ty rhe price paid for the Redeem- 
ing of Captives ) that i in Feſus Chriſt, 
* I1sconfeſt oa all harids, that Merir _ 
c 


Seraphick Love. 

diſclaim'd, and thoſe that. ſeem to ex- 
xt ſomething from God as' a due, ac- 
| pnowledge, that if his promiſe did nor, 
19;Fheir a&tions could not, makeir ſo'5 and 
fohat tis to his Mercy they owe the-Righc 
buſſehey have to”confide in his Juſtice, Sr, 


= 


ed 4 Crown of Righteouſneſs from the 
Lord, under the Notion ot the Righteous 
Tu1ge , yet tells us.that by Grace we are [- 


Re Wit & the gift of God, Whoſe Promiles, 
1g row hey are made us,allow us indeed to 
d&;NexpeR Heaven from his Juſtice - bur the 


16 © (as St Peter juſtly ſtyles chem) muſt oe ac- 
'Y knowledg'd the puic Effect of his free and 
wndeſerved Goodneſs 3 which to believe In- 
finite, we need but conſider the diſpro- 
J porcion berwixt ſuch a Recompence as E- 
ternal Glory, and the leaſt imperfect per- 
formances of ours: which though they 
needed not pardon, could not.at leaſt 
b challenge any reward From him , whoy 
. | 35 our Creator, has ſuch a Right tocxaRt 
'& of us what ſervices he pleaies, without 
.- | propofing us any Recompence, that our 
| | Exacteſt obedience to all his Commands, 
3 | would yer leave us to confeſs our elyes 


p wnprefitable 


Wal, who having foxght the good Fightsa. Tim. 4. 
Gniſh'd his cow-ſe, and kept the Faith, ex- "*: 71% 


wil #cd,through faith and that not of our ſelves, Br. 2A 


ir 8 making us thoſe great and preacious promiſes, 2 Per.t.4. 
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 Seraphick Love, | 
_— ſervants who have done by 
what it was our Duty to dv 5 and what if we 
had not done, we had a God, wholl ©. 
had the Power, the Right and Provocati. ch 
on to puniſh us, And indeed, ſo conſciouff ** 
are men generally ( if not Naturally ) ff ** 
their being beholding to God for their Fe 
licity, thar even choſe that miſtake or op- 
poſe his way of doing them good, wil 
yer be ſare co find our ſome Notion or & 
ther,under which they may conceive then 
felves-God's debtors for his Bleſſings, ; 
That the more ſober ſort: of Romith Cz © 
tholiks themſelves, aſcribe nor ſo much 
to Merir, (properly ſocall'd) nor ſolitcle 
to God's Grace, as the more Quarelſome fc 
Writers of their party have given the 
more eager diſputants of ours occaſion 
to reproach them, were perhaps no diff 
cult task to manifeſt, if my haſte would 
give me leave, That the Arminians own 
the freeneſs and unmetitedneſs of God's 
grace, the Remonſtrants * Confeffion and 
Apology are very careful to ſatisfy the 
World, And even the Szcinians, ( how 


be 3-1 


ba, 
—_=— 


tle, or uninduſtriouſly ſollicitous to free 
their erroneous Doctrine of Juſtification 
from the objeRed guilt of its tendency to 
draw the Imbracers of it to a fo 
their 
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their own Nets, and thank themſelyes fot Hab.:. 6, 
weld FRET Felicity, W hich btings into my mind 
he 2 paſſage that T lately read in one of the 

chief modern Upholders :of -that Sect, 
Schlichtingius ; who is wont in my Opi- 
nion, where his Subjet will bear it, to - 
diſcourſe as Fairly and as Rationally as al- 
moſt any Writer that I have mec with of 
his Perſwaſionz and who Jabours to re- 
concile Socinwus his Doctrine with the 
Freeneſs of God's Grace, by Confiderarti- 
ens, which, not to Injure him, I ſhall pre- 
ſent you with in his own words, —— Ad 
retundendam wero({ays he,diſpuring againſt 
the Learned Meiſnerws) arrogentiam juſti- 
fcatorum, & ne dicant ſe merniſſe Gratiam, 
non eſt neceſſe, ſervum in homine arbitrium 
inducere ; non debet wirtus tolli ut tollatur 
6 &rrogentia. Suffficit, 1, Quod nec velle nec 
ry perficere poſsint.niſs Deus & voluntatem ex> 
citet & vires augeat, 2. Quodea,que divinis 9% 97: 
yl 4djuti viribus faciunt, nullo modo dignitate 
14 © P1110 divine gratie reſpondeat, ſed in- 
he | (nt0 intervallo ab ea abſint, Nay, though 
the Modern and Degenerate Jews be, up- 
onthe Score of being the great Patrons of 
Mans'sFree-will,not cauſleſly eſteem'd the 
great Oppugners of God's Free grace ; 
yet both from their Famous Rabbi, and: 
wy Leatned Acquaintance, Mena(ſeh Be 

F Iſrael, 
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Tſ+ael, and from divers others of their moſ 
eminent Writers, has the truth ſometime} 
extorted Confeffions,which, though mat 
upon Erroneous grounds, were not very 
far ſhort of Orthodox, To which pur. 
poſe I remember, thar a Jewiſh Profeſſe 
of Hebrew, (who affiſted me in my Studies 
of that myſterious Tongue) being, as rhe 
reſt of his Nation, an eager and peretmp- 
tory Champion of Free-will , conceiv'd, 
thateven that Liberty, which to us ſeemy 
leaſt ro Indebt men to their Creator, did 
tranſcendencly Oblige him unto God, For, 
one Day that we were privately and freely 
diſconrting together of matrers of Reli- 
gion, he rold me, . he thought Men ow'd 
more to. Gods Goodneſs, than the very 
Angels do, For, ſaid he, whereas God, 
without any good Work of theirs , bur 
purely ont of his Goodneſs, conferr'd on 
them that bleſt Condition they enjoy; 
by giving Man a Free-will, by the good 
Uſe of which he may Glorifie his Maker, 
when, by Abuſing it, 'ris in his power to 
Diſhonour him, he allows Man that high- 
eſt Sacisfation and: Priviledge , of Co« 
operating to his own Felicity, * ; 
And now, Lindamor, we are arrived af 
the laſt Property, which qualifies God, 


the ficteſt Object for our Love, which s 
the 


| -Seraphich Love. | 
the ddoehtgioſorfs of 'His to us both in 
the Preſent and the i ature-Life. And Firſt, 


1.4 even in this world we owe God no leſs 


than all the Goods we 'poſſeils, We owe 
him both what we have; and that we 
are: For we may truly ſay of God with the 
Pſalmiſt, 7t « he that hath made #s, and not Pl. rto, 
we owr ſelves, And we were not oniPin his '**! 3 
hands, fo like Clay in the Potter's, that he If. 64. 8. 
might have made us any thingy, bur we 
were ſo purely. that. Negative... from * 
whence we were extracted, ' that He ( if 
he had ne) for ever might have left us 
to our firſt nothing, His Love is:the firſt O- 
riginal and Fountain-blefſing , all che-reſt 
are but as Pipes ( an& Inſtruments). to 
convey, and ſerve but. to hand ir-£o us, 
Your Wir wins you applauſe , Your In- 
duſtry heaps you up Treaſures ; be it-grant- 
ed, But who gave you that wit? and 
did both Give and Proſper that bo.ſted 
Induſtry # Certainly, God as mach gives 
us all: the Goods we poſſeſs, as he that 
pives 2 Beggar a thou'and pounds, gives 

im the Cloaths, and Meac; and all the 
bravery it helps him co;/ Bur befies theſe 
more obyious Preſents of God's Bounty, 
we enjoy- other effe&ts of his Goodneſs, 
which, rhough by che Cu'tomarineſs of 


their: being poſſeſſed, they prove leſs Con- 
TUEre I ſpicuoys 
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fpicnouis ithan- the ;other, yer. grow no leſs 

priz'd, when the. want or Joſs. of thery 
makes: ts-Jenſbple »@f the-crug 1 value. of 
them, "Had Tthedeifare, Lindewoy, toleag 
your ..choughts -wigh me 40: the! Gallies, 
and fhew you therq choſe. wireohed! Cap- 
tives; zthas -are-:chainid' ro. the; Ofrs-thep 
tug; #£,-and:thowgh:expos'd ro allithe Mi 


 feries: land Haidihps of a rempeRyons fea, ' 


have.oftentimes:: cauſe , given. -tHem , by 
theit barbarous ſage 1aſhqiey.to-;fear the 
Oceadi lofs - than, any Pot, ſave Death. 


Could Tdriw'fromyou the Curtains gf fick 


sadtfing:men, ahd pen. to: yoA thar (ad 
Scene, 1where ſome! pine and languiſh a- 
way by Jiſtemyers, that deprive them. of 
all: che :Joys,. Advantages, and ( what is 
rier& eonſfideable;) Uſes of Life, batore 
they *6aſe | cher (of; Lite it {elf3 Others 
breathe-rather chan hve, perpetually tory 
menred either with. their Diſcuſes.or/Phy- 
ſick :ro- portrat+@ wretched Life-, \upon 
tearms that turn it. into a trouble: And 
others ſtraghing with the rude: pangs of 
death , are yer iperchance I:{s tormented 
by them ,! chun by-;the [ſad-profpet of 
their: former: lift) -and the. nemetnbrance 
of thoſe criminal pleaſures, \whigh; yer if 
perhaps leſs troubles them\! ras thy muſt now 
ferege, thats 1havthey. Siege _ 
4 Ou 


ES ATT RnReEPTWTYVRS,COMD 


"Seraphick Love, h 
ShoaldT;Z5ndamer; bring you into Hoſpi- 
tals, and ſhew you there the vations ſhapes 


of Hniifan- Miſery, and how many Souls, 
narrowly Todg'd (if I may ſo ſpeak ) in Sy- 
 necdochical bodies;fee their earthen corta- 


pes moulderaway ro Duſt, rhoſe miferable 


Perſons by theloſs of one Limb atter an» 


other ſurviving but part of themſelves;and 
living'to ſee themſelves dead and buried 
by piece-trical, Should'1; todifpatch, Zin- 
danr;ſhew you all the feveral Companies 
of Mournets,that almoſt make op Mankind 
and diſcloſe ro you how copious ſhowrs of 
Teats doalmoſt every where water(not to 
ſay overflow)chis vale of Miferjes3 you 
would 'petchanceſeecauſe by oy i"thac 
Gol''s priyative(if Irmay{o ſpeak con- 
tend wich'his poſitiv&Fayours;andfhar you 
owe little teſs for AZ? your are nof,than 
for what you are;' ro that diſcrithinaring 
Mercy of his, tro which atone you'awe your 
exemptiod'from Miſejies, as great, as rhe 
Bleſſing it confers on you; For, Who, maketh 
thee to difftr? is :queſtion that may be as 
well asKdin reference to our Externat, as 
ro our'Spitittial condition, Which invites 
me romme>yon, Lindamer,thar youateyer 
more enghg,ato Gods love for protecting 
you fromyhoſe grots Vites thar disfigure 
moſt-menstninds,rhati from ch6fe teſs dan- 

"a I 2 gerous, 


ny 


2 Cor.4.7. 


Seradbick Love, 

gerous, though. more. reſented, diſca- 
les thit. diſtemper.their bodies..'; '..,; - 

For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge.and 
even that vain Conterſation which.you 
Gentlemenare generally pleas'd tqchink fo 
innocent, are. really more. formidable and - 
pernicious, Diſcalss; 3nd” Calamitiess,;than 
thoſe that.reduce.mento take Phyſick, or 
chinſ rhem into Hoſpitals,” Tq evince the 
trath;of which Daradox,1 hope Lſhall nor 
panes mind you of judging of, zhe dan- 
gerQu neſs of Difcaſes by 'the,;Nobleneſs 
of char part affeed,fince I canxet you,that 
he chat cannot erre, ſeems daily to. juſtify 
onr Afſertion,by inflicting ſickneſs and the 
ſharpeſt: ourwarg. Calamities-on, his own 


deareſt Chilthen, to. preſerve them from 


the contagion of Stn, . orcure them of the 
.uofi'a) Habjrudes of, it,. And therefore, 
. ſince, whenwe fee atender Mother apply a 
' painſy! C-uſtick tg the neck of her Fayo- 
npe Infancathreacpes by the Apoplexy,we 
(cruplenor co conclude, that ſhe thinks the 
REY an iſſue.an evil inferior to: Con- 
| vullign-firs : So wheg,we ſee our Heavenly 

_ ..Fatherſcad Ioficmiries and Croſſes to re- 
4: ſcpe thoſe, he loves. from the contagion or 
&4gmiigion of fin; we may ſafely con- 
 Clude.ht thinks atfl;Qion 2 le, evil than 
Guyc, Gnce be {s:too: wiſeandjadulgent a 
23 "; Ws Phyſician 


"Seraphitk Love, 
Phyſician'to Cure wich a Remedy worſe 
than the Cifeaſe, In rheeig"th of Deuters- 
,thereis a cantion giyen the 7fraelites 
teſt Ptoſperity ( which is wont to be a kin 
of Lethe char makes men forget all, bur 
their enjoymencs)ſhould make any of chem 
fay wi'Ws'hearr, My Patyer, and the might of 


wy hand hath zotten met this w:alth. Bat( Cith 
the Text) they ſhall remember the Lord their 
God * for it is ht that giveth them power toget 
wealth. It is not the revolting 7ſraelites on- 
ly; of whoſe ignorance of his Bounty God 
may coryplain,as hedid by the Prophet; by 


whottheſtid,/taught Epbraim to go;taking wit.ui. ; 


thins-by'thiir. Aims, but they knew nat that I 
—_ nd theteare bur roo many of 
whom he rhight ſay; as he did by che fame 


Prophet; For ſhe did wat know that I gave her Hol, r. 
corn. in#wine, and ojl, nid multiply d her $1l- * 9: 


ver and her Cold, whith they prepar'1 for 
Badl:Thivefore wil Iretuyn andtake away my 
Corn in the time with (reps my Wine in the 
Seaſon thereof, md will recov'r my Wool and 
my Flax given to cover her nakedneſs. And 
this wilfmike way for the Deſign 1 kidto 
recommend theadyantagiouſneſs of God's 
Love,” by ſaying , -Thar' as for Spiritual 
Goods, he'gives us in this Lite ſo rich an 
earneſt of expeRed joys, that even the ear- 
neſt is a ſtock large enough to ſubfiſt with 

I 3 Comfort 


116 


Luk 15, 
22. 


Ruth 3, 
20, 


1 John 3. 


- Seraphick Lowe, 
Comfort 0n,and realy our-valuegancrran 
ſcends all thoſe momenrany pleaſures, jt.1e+ 
vires ns to forſake, ta keep up a, Title to 
ternal 'ones, Buit, to, particularize, Gods 


No,God'sloveis ſofar from (lat 6h | 
y' 


LE, 


This bleſt ws muſt be now-m 
Theme, becauſe the narrow Limits, -whie 
my Defizn hath plac'd. to this Diſcourſe, 


| (of the Advantages accruing from; God's. 


Love) will leave no more room untakenup 
by Heayen, : Bur, 


- 4 ned —_ AY T7 p-7 


Seraphith: Lowe. 


FW 4 **1 1190 x l 5 6. ; 
But; Lindamu, before:kiproceedta lat 5.g 1, 


forth £q. you the; Greatneſs, of the-Feligicy, 
zefery'd-'for! us 10- Hebven,)/ it :will,; Lifear, 
be requiſite to/ mind you of the Lawfulsels 
of-having;:am Eye. on. it,-.; For many. not, 
undeſervedly applauded . Preachers ; have 
of-late'been plea('d 40 teach che Pegple, 
char ro Hope for Heaven: is a Mercenary, 
Legal ,-jani therefore -Unfilial Aﬀeccion. 
Indeed; ro Hope ifor-Hegvenas Wages for 
Work 'pectorm'd, or by: way of Merix, inghe 
proper-an |, ſtrict '/Acception of that team, 
were'a Preſumprion,. io- which none ofthe 
Divines;' we:diſſent from, can be tag much 
a0 Enemyyr aor perhaps more fo, thanT an, 
Bur to/rake-in God's Blefſiogs among: the 
Motives ef Loving God,::1s, byt ro do as 


kedid,who 1aid,; 1 love the Lord becauſe &e Plr16.:, 


hatkbeardony voice andmy ſupplications; and 
to!1dok uponthe joys of Heaven,o comfort 
and ſupport usan the hardſhips and loſſes te 
be undergone i-our journey thicherwarg;is, 
to unirateno-:wojſe a Man than Moſes, of 


whom itis (aid, that heefteewed the _ Heb. 1% 


of CbriſÞ greater riches than the Tre 
<£oypiri for ie had refpedt,orturn'd bis Eye, 
(4mifirem)ante the recompence of the reward; 
Itis indeed,” Lind amor, a happy-Frame -of 
mind, to be able-ro love God purely for 
CERT I 4 im- 


wes in * 


[- 


| Seraphio Love, 
himſelf,. without any Glance at our own 


Advantages, - Butthongh I dare not deny, 
chat-it ispoſhble-to!arrain co ſo high and 


thatExcellency fappos'd to be vouchſaf'd 
to ſome men isnorby the Scripture exated 
252 Dury fromall men, Were all the re- 
compence of ' Piery' 'of a worldly Nature, 


to, by 'the Intuition of ir, might-paſs. for 


hoped for, as it will-admir os unto the fru- 
ition of God himſelf *in Chriſt, and-that 
theother joys expected. there are ſo.far from: 
being of a ſenſual or- worldly-narure , that 
they are known not to be attainable; till by 
death,” the Senſes and Bodies themſelves, 
and all the meer[y. animal faculties be abo- 
liſh'd': for a Heaven ſo conſfider'd; Iay,.to 
forgoreadily all the pleaſures of the. ſenles,; 
and undergo cheettully all [the hardſhips; 
and- dangers that are-wour to-attend a Ho- 
ly life, is, Lindemor; ſuch a kind of Merce- 
narineſs, as none, but a Reftgned, Noble, 
and believing Soul,is likely to be guilty'of, 
If--ſhonld ſay,thartear it ſelf, and even the 
fear of Hl}, may be one juſtifiable Motive 
of Men'sactions, though I ſhould propoſe, 
whar thoſe I am reaſoning with would think 
« Paradox; yet ſhould perbaps ay” 


difintereſs'da kindof Love,yer think that, 


and to be here receiv'd, the aQtions' invited: | 


Mercen:ry,- But when Heaven is chiefly. - 
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Seraphick Love. 


2 | therein no more thanthe Scripture does, Zet Hed. 4-8 


Ys 
d 


l, 
d 
d 
, 
[ 
L 


u therefore fear (Ste Writer to che Hee. 


brews) leſt « promiſe being left ud of extring 
| his reſt.,an eemm t0come 
wr icy no Jo you oe 2 Herald ferns 


Gapel. | than” S? Zaul, who ſq ſucceſsfully 
'dthe Erapgelia againſt the Le- 
gal —_— prof 


any means,when 1 have preach atoothers,1 


by 
wy ſelf ſhould be <eafrmng, And 'twas nor 
mo or togk L 2 Git directs 


this admoaiti "ug Friends, 
Be uot afraid of the wp/hs g's the Bob, wt — : 
ifter that have no more that. P y 42 do: ', But  4hg ad 


will forewarn you whom you ſþ 


inoHell 3 Tea, 1 ſay vnto you, (8 geminati 
whigh-the pe Snake Kb ES 


bavebeen cauſcleſs) Fear btn, \Where oe 


Poop given of God, is. pag arty E- . 


ſcriptiye but ratiociaative,( to borrow thoſe 
terms of the Schoolg).in'qrming us not og- 


thof himſelf, I keep n Cary 
f onder wy budy,and bring it into ſuljeZlion, lg 


far, fear him, . 
which after be hath ill'd,. hat power - to hay = | cul 


ly.,whom we thould, and.ſhould nor fear, bur ndgt's 


why fe ſhould fear the one. and: noe the 
other, As when StPawl ſays... 1 know whom 
I haug truſted, he. means What, manner. of 


perſos, how fait hfub(as Sr. Peter Aephere tY 4-] 


calls God) and 
mean 6 from 


ammuipoient ; whenc 
13 jj am perf; lata ——_— 


Serapbick Edo. 


—_— 4 1 uf as er the 
Im) t be added; if ehe Deſipg 
oftholt tex - fs'#were other;chanrs 
Cole co ie of = more Pk 
- erotht been m ing out;: and 
_ whithtougfeems: vey? ciearly held forth-.in 
thoſe and rhe like 
any rh ont of rhe New 'Teftwren 
y miphr have the grezter ns 
Phil. 3. 14. wk (0 our Amagoniſts. Pprtſt 
ward the ent f the pegs the hi cue 
Rev, Cod 1þ elts 'B that 
14. _ gen Tt ap baba 
to dog x fi eve in oe 


1 Tim. & CG pu ap 53# 
19. emf ag AS he rok 
no tome, Hhat th hoc tay hols of 0 hb 
: To them, V rd arient eontineine in w—_ 
rek for Torii) ;- 44 HOW, 
per ont. fe patte Thiif 


fimſelf whoſe whe to R_—_ 
Rom.russ, 16f6 Filtal and ans A tis 21d,” 000k 
Heb. 32,2, #02 wits Fear tht nichor hd F ini foe 
Faith , who for the F che wp as fet efore bins 
endured the ' Eroſs, Fe NA tho f ſhone, ends 
_ .. . ſet down of the right hg of the Throne of 
* *>-God, Nor [et 1 thoul' be Unfilial 
- for. a Child of Co's fnther the R4i- 
"« flag of riſe Paſfions; "which his ply 
- Father 


' bets dh{t to htep that whith t Baoe'comminted 


riprtires , which as 


FT ELETTCEMS TSS. — 


"7 


2 


Serapbich Love. 


Father-intends rohave rais'd in Him, up- 

da-che! ſame Grounds and Motives* that 

Gad is pletifed ro: imploy to excire they, 

And ſmce rhe $criprare 'ſeerys plainly to 
invite-our hopes; 'by recording'St Paths 
having-faid, Every Mi that firiuerh for the 1 Cor. y 
maſtery tcremperatt dn all thaigs ; naw they *5- 

dnt to Cabrain « core Crown, bat wit 
incarreprivies * And by repreſentiig" 6m 
Sevionr himſelf, as faping? in oſt ce, 

Ntjayrey and be exrrdne g/ad, Fo, & Mas 5.14 
109:Rewar din Heavin'"s [aa 


auto Drath, and Proill Te wat 


arty Uma divers 

ing co the like purpb{6 Since," the 
$ feenk thus 40 are oa> babes, 
waujDicmor bd akindof 4ccnfi oft” 
2ptorik cto>delude 726d; nfvitres us!) 2P'6, * 
teachorthar: itipropoferlyt6 tis tHe pO" 
fulleſt, -bgeces:ro: 4Htic- our paſſions "if - 
be ſankab iq cheriſhackdtHatbor' che. 

ons natotatly belongltp to theſe o 


and certainty Cdn lads Got Ns: 
250uv (Creator {nom (che Ftarhe "4nd 1 
Conftnnxion of Mirfs'Sbal;incompitebly 7 
betret rhin-fhe hinleh\iv pleas" ds Foal © 
with: out::Ho CIs Fears ,'to:eh-* 
£386 bk av bis At very iff hecoines 
us, either 0 quanels4eilh: ns Methods of * 
working vn" our Spirits; br to reject 's þ 
cp 


Seraphich. Love. 
help which he has.been pleas'd-to- afforf 
a. Piety, which, for ought ever I could 
obſerye,. does even in; the beſt-Men finf* 
refiſtagce enough to keep any help chat}?®" 
can be employed. co promote ir from-be-% 
Ing ſaperſticious, And-cruiy ,-the- Anis 74 
mating or diſcouraging Influence , thagy * 
Hope,.or the want of it, is wont'to have 


upon ont endeavors,, makes me ap*\ 
preheaſiye, that liace the arias; the 


. . .of Heavgn are nat. able. to make-moſt 


Sef, 20, 


"the. forbidding  thgſe, ſupporting hopes! 


would;ſpon weaken, = decreaſe our ens 
avotzanto none at; 

Bake Lindemer, chough I may nekgoe 
have taken fame: pains: in. ſtudying 'Con- 
troyerfial. Diviniey- yer -I takeofo lirele' 
pleaſure. in' writing! att, 1that: though 
nor only. aſeaſonavle. Daty to-rruth,7bur 

ary, one to the, enſuing part ofthis: 


FT haye preſſed-ine 'ro-ferve in 
this cau(e, yer I ſhall perhaps obtain your 
pardon ſooner than my..own ,. for having 
thas loag ſulpende&zhediſcourſingto you 
of the ;g4dventagionſyeſs of God's: ove 
tO us, . as it gives-u5 here 2 Right, and 
will hereafter give ys admifhon, ao Hea- 
ven, . Heaven, the hight ſear- of ſo-much . 
happinels y that we-ſhall ſcarcely m_ 


bes 
fin 
Se 
mens endeayors other.than very: Languid,' & 
et 
n 
0 
c 
f 
e 
{ 


amongſt 


$ eraphick Love. 
#, 8unongſt-our Joys , that Heaven is' the 
olaffeac of them, There the Excellency of 
the poſſeſſed Goods ſhall as much diſap- 
poinc our expectations, as in other fruiti- 
Jons ithe emprineſs ' is 'wone to do, The 
e rels us, that Fye hath not ſeen, r.Cor.z. 
wor Ear heard, neither heve entred into the 5 
brart of Man, the things which God hath pre-. 
red for them that Iwve him, Such pure re- 
Fd Delights not only ſtoop nor unto 
Senſe ,-but-are ſublime enough even to 
tranſcend imagination, When Fancy hath - 
form'd: and 'ſhap'd the perfeReſt Ideas, 
that its abſtraRionscan make, of Blefled- 
neſs, - our: own more happy experiences 
of | greater, muſt diſabuſe us, when we 
come-to Heaven; which is a ſoil, whoſe 
frairfulneſs: is ſo coffin'd: ro- Joy;/ that 
even - Our + diſapointments and miſtakes 
ſhall chere contribute to our happineſs ; 
which will ſo much partake of his Immen- 
firy, whoſe Gift it is that you ſee the 
Apoſtle gives it a Negative deſcription: 
and to create in us apprehenſions undero- 
gatory''from what we ſhall poſſeſs, not 
onely removesour thoughts from all we 
do- enjoy',- bur exalts. them aboye all 
that: we: can fancy, At which way of 
proceeding, that you may the leſs won- 
der; Bindamer, be plear'd ro confider, that 
2.21110 in 


133 


Fii 
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| FA iſon af the Womb, cannot therepob 


Sergphlek\tLeve. 

in; Heaven: gar. Fagyltiss 4þal};aqt- 0c 
be Gratth'd with ſuitalle and ;goceprabl 
objects; but ſhall be. 'heightned and E 
Largd, and conſequently gur. .Copacitie 
of Happineſs, 5,avell /encregs'd as fill 
AChuld nor yer releas'd out ofthe hows 


| Je ie wr WS, near 
willbe afforded. him.by\hepleafng noiſes 
andthe glitzering | gþjects, that [will pre 
ſear «hemſalves 49: big after iis Birch, 
And $he fame Qhild whillt -he; continug 
ig-his [Nonage, though he may::wwith Ds 
lighns look -ypon Emblems finely draws 
a9d Painted, and may\take ſome pleaſure 
in-bgholding the aeat,and ſurprjzing Cha 
racke$s jagd Flouriſhes of -a (Greek: ani 
Hebrew Bible curiaafly Printed 3:'yer thi 
caguge, then! imagine the pleaſures; the 
(ame gbjects will-afford him, when Age 
and..S$tudy ſhall haye 4ipened and. mftbacy 
ed hisJatelleccuals, and made him'capable 
bach. of uaderſtandipg and reliſhipg the 
excellent. Moralities,,couch'd:inrbofe in» 

egious Emblems, agd the profound and 
Ling Myſteries, wherewich-chat Divine 
Book, che Sgriptuss: eſpecially;ig ies oris 
zee aaa des toan] err) 
Rehgigaus -perules PPEar ; I£ q; 
Suck a double 3d vaytage,Limdenteonamons 


others, 


x miſhon there; beſic 


SS 


CLE. 


' ww... .ss ®@'Q. T & 
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i} others, the admiſſion. inzo Heaven: brings 
ouch- 


ſe, co whom-that B '15:v 


I bak: Fay rg that oy Objeds, (if 
ls AIRY; 10 IPERK 10 NEW | nonRes « 
| " Heaven, that ..their (deas coul d culiar 


emer into. men's thoughts before their 2d- 
ealarg'd capacities; will enable: ns., even 
in-objecs which were not alrogetber un- 
knowg, t9 us before, to , perceive things 
formerly, undiſcern'd,, and derive thence 
boch [New and Greater SatisfaGtions and 
Delights, Wonder not, .Lindawor, that in 
mencioning the. joys of Heaven, I'ſue.the 
expreſſions I find. ;leſs detractory from a 
Theme, as much above our Praiſes, as 
the 'Heaven they, are enjoy'd .in.js above _. 
our . Heads, For, t0ug ach, expreſhons 
amy. ſeem ſomewhat Tumid, and Aſpi- 
ria2,- and ficter much for one that cele- 
brates, than for one that but aſſerts « Yet 
cannot I ſeruple to uſe, ſeeming; Hyper- 
boles .m the mention of Felicities, which 
make the bighek Hyperboles but ſeeming 
ones, For. theſe .Joys, Lindgmor of Hea- 
yen, ate like its Stars, which, by reaſon of 
Qur \xemotened .. rom them, . appear &x- 
tremely lictle, though. really in theme 
(elves. they. are. ſo.-vaſt, that a leſs than 
the. largeſt is.;by, odds .greater than the 
Vigat? : biggeſt 


— 
T_T — 
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_ 


biggeſt objece_ upon 
er Earth it ſelf. And rherefore as if] 
were to© take you with 'me to conrems 
* plate the Planers, I would ſhew youtlicn 
through fuch a Teleſcope, as by a greats 
ning thoſe' bright Objecs' in compariſoq 
of what to the unaſſiſted Eye they 
-pear, doth ſomewhat lefſen the diſadyans 
rage of Remoteneſs ,' and ſhews' them 
with leſs dexraction from their true Magni- 
tudes fo mentioni t 
ties of HeayenT think ic not unlawful 
or Improper to 'endeayour by repreſents- 
tions, 'tranfcending what they appear, 
you Notions lefs/inferior ro what 


. we ſhall taſte for s 
enough , to enable us to r 

the definition of it, We may there: be 
inſtructed how to Name and Rate all 
Goods by thoſe that will Concentre in- 
to the Felicity we fhall -pc 
ſhall be there made up of rhe Confluence, 
Perfection, and Perpetyity of all true Joys, 
For, Heiven will make us happy , not 
( 2s Philoſophy prerends'to do )' by. the 
Confinemenr, bur by the Fruition'of our 
Defires: which ſhall 'neicher fail {in che 
choice' of their objects, nor miſs of the 
enjoyment of them x bur-be; both 


In Heaven, chen , 


Ezrch, nay, than theſ. 


to you the ' Felich 


s, which 


- UNer- 
ringly 
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in the later. 
the Saints we here Admire, and ſhall nor 
- -onely See, and be Like thoſe pious Wot- 


. $eraphick Love, 127 


 ringly Juſt , and infallibly Accompliſt'd : 


In the former of which properties, (as our 
then ReQifi'd Reaſon will conſider things) 
we ſhall think our ſelves happier (yer) than 

We ſhall there Reſcmble 


thies, whoſe virtues Eclipſe theirs, which 
among the Heathen Deifi'd leſs deſerving 


"Heroes; thoſe excellent Perſons that did as 


well Ennoble as 'nſtruct Mankind, giving 
bs cauſe co Glory , and'fo Bluſh that we 
are Men, and whofe ſtoties have the unpa- 
rallel'd Honour of being recorded by In- 


ſpired Pens; Thoſe Spirits, I ſay; of juſt Heb. 12 


Men made perfeft, 2s the Scriptire t-rmes 
them, ſhall be our conſtant and familiar 
Company. into whole blefled Society we 
ſhall not onely be Welcome, but Encreaſe 
it, In Heaven, we ſhall have 2.bleſs'd and 
familiar Converſation with thoſe fame glo- 
rious Spirits, whoſe Nature doth inyeſt 
them with ſuch a Luſtre, that all the Diſ- 
advantage of their Niſguiſes. when they 


Appear tous, doth ſcarce ſuffice ro con- 


fine our Raptures to Reſpedts below Ido- 
latry, and darken them into Objects for 
our Wonder, not Adoration There we © 
ſhall ſee (a Sight worthy Dying for) thar 
Bleſſed Saviour, of whom the Scripture 
does 


Seraphick Love, 
| does ſomuch, and ſo excellently entertain 
us, and who having done-and (uffer'd (6 
much for us,does ſo highly deſerve of us, 
both upon che ſcore of his infinite perfe&t- 
ons,and upon the account of his ineſtimable 
benefits, Yes, there ſhall we ſee that Haly 
'i741r2- & Divine perſon, who, when he vouchſafd 
= # %- (3 his Favourite- Diſciple ſpeaks) ro pitch 
Joh. 1.17, his Tent among ws, and dwell with Men on 
Earth, to fit them by his Merits and Exam- 

ple ro dwell with him in Heaven,did fo ad- 

mirably mix an awful Majeſty. with ag hum- 

ble meckneſs, and the aſſum'd: Infirmities 

of his human Nature, w.th the ſeaſonable 
Coruſcations of his Div.nezand expreſs'd in 
his whole life, ſo perfe&t and exemplary a: 

Virtue, and yet ſo much ſweetneſs and 

J Geantlenefs rowards thoſe aſpirers to ir, 
that were the moſt ſhort of it; that the 

Jews themſelves could ſay of him, That 

Mac. 7:37- He had done all things well ; and his very 
enemies,that were employ'd to apprehend 

him as a MalefaQor, confeſs'd even to 

thoſe that ſent them to do ſo, That xever 
Joh. 7 46. 3341 [pake like him, And his Apoſtles who, . 
had moſt opporunity to pry narrowly in- 

ro his ations, and were of a condition 

and breeding very unlike co infuſe into 

chem Heroick Reſo'utions, did, in ſpight 

of the trequent reproofs their failings ex- 

| torted 
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torted from him, and of the hardſhips that 
attended his ſervice, think even death ir 

ſelf in his Company, more Eligible, than 

Life led onr of itz Let ws alſo go that we may Job.17, 
die with him, ( fays even the diſtruſtful Tho- * * 
2945 tO his fellow diſciples. ) But, Zinda- 

wor, we ſhall there ſee the Sonot God, not 

in that Form of a Servant, which he put on phil. «7, 
that he might ſuffer for us, and exerciſe his 
Prieſtly and Prophetick Funion here be- 


- low; but in that Regal State and Condi- 


tion, which belongs to him by virtue of his 
Ringly Office ; on whoſe ſcore he is ſtiled 
in the Scripture, King of Kings, and Lord of Rev-'ty, 
Lords, all Power or Authority being Can \2 
himſelf ſpeaks ) given him both in Heavens, 
and in Earth, And how Nobly attended 
may we ſuppoſe this Divine M@narch to 
be in his Exalted Condition in Heaven, 
when in his ſtare of Hum:liation on Earth, 
whilſt he was in the Wilderneſs among the way... 1x, 
wild Beaſts, the Angels are recorded tg have | 
miniftred unto him ;and,vhilſt he lay (wath'd 
in a homely Manger, the multitude of the Luk :. 
Czleſtial Hoſt were heard co ſolemnize his 
miraculous Birth, aCcording to that paſlage 
of the Writer to the Hebrews, When he Heb. :. 6. 
bringeth in the firſt begotten intothe World,Che 
faith) And let al the Angels of God worſhip 
him | And yet ſuch confiderable and noble 

K 2 Czea- 


Mal. 3.1, 


Joſh, 5. 
I Z» I 4. 


Dan. 10. 
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Creatures , thoſe immaterial intelligences 
call'd Angels, are, that One of them in One 
night was able to deſtroy above a hundred 
and foyrfcore thouſand Men, .iv the blaf- 
phemous, Seracherib s impious Camp, And 
ſo much .Majeſty, and Superioricy, . does 
their Nature give them in reference even 
to the eminenteſt of Mottals, | hat. when 
the undaunted Foſhus had boldly challeng'd 
one of them,. that appear'd to him. ia the 
likeneſs. of a Man, and demanded, whom 
he was for ; when he knew him to. be an 
Angel. (unleſs he ſuppos'd him to be that 
promis'd Meſſiah, who i: elſewhere call'd 
the Angel of the Covenant, as it is in the 


Original, and in the ſame Text the Lord) 


he alters. his addreſs unto him iato- this 
ſubmiſſive. one, What ſaith my Lord anto hu 
ſervant? And even wiſe and holy Daniel 
himſelf, who was the ſecond Perſon of 
the World for Power , and the fi:ſt for 
much nobler Attributes, Wiſdom , and 
Underſtanding, who ſaw ſo many Go- 
vetnors of vaſt Provinces, and Profeſſors 
of admired Magick , inferiour. to. him- 
ſelf, yet confeſl. s ro the Angel, . that ap- 
pear'd to him, that he was confonnded 
and diſanimated at his preſence. and adds, 
How can the Srrvant "of this my Lord talk 
with this my Lord * Wemay (ately there- 

fore 
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fore expe, that we ſhall then behold onr 
Savour, nor in thoſe diſguiſes which: dif+ 


figurd him'in their Eyes, that only conſt- 
gr'd his ſufferings, but in that eriamphane 


condition\, whe:ewith they are now t& 
wa:ded. The T horns of his (now no more 
Galling, but Adorning ) Crown will ap- 
pear upon that radiant Head of his, more 


131 


glorious, than thoſe of the flaming Buſh, # xod. 3.3. 


wherein God appeared ro Moſes, And 
we ſhall nor ſee that deſpicable form, 
which made the Prophet ſay, (perſonating 
the generality of the Jewiſh Nation con- 
temporary with the Meſſias }) —- —- 


He hath no Form, nor Comelineſs, and when 16a. 53. 2. 


we ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty that we 
ſhould defire, Bur we ſhall ſee him en- 
compalſs'd with ſo much Majeſty, and 
ſhining with ſo much ot his genuine ſplen- 
dor and Beauty , that we ſhall deſer- 


vedly eſteem him Nephle, the Admirable, 1%. g. mY 


And our raviſh'd Souls ſhall by the more 
attentive contemplation of him, bur 
find more cauſe ro imitate the Spouſe 
in Solomon's myſick Epithalaminm 
who having dwelt upon the Beaury of 
the ſeveral parts that concurr'd ro the 
accompliſhing the Divine Bridegrogm, 
exclaims in an — very con- 
tary to the expreſſion lacely mention'd 

K 3 Mm 
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Cant. 5, 
10, 


| Seraphick Love, | 
in the Prophet', He & altogether deſcres, 
or by an Hebraiſm, Moff deſirable, which 
our Engliſh renders, He is altogether lowe- 
ly. His Eyes will there appear as $ 


Rey. 1.14. Fobg repteſents them, of active Fire, and 


Dan. 12,3. 


Mal. 4. 2. 


Heb.1,2, 
3. 


will into the willing Breaſts of the ra 
viſh'd beholders, ſhoot Flames as Pure, 
as Holy, and as deathleſs as thoſe Fa. 
thers of the Church, who believ'd not 
the Angels altogether Incorporeal , may 
be ſuppos'd to have conceiv'd the Sera- 
phims to conſiſt of, Cercainly , ſince (as 
the Scripture informs us) 1t never entred 
into the heart of Man, what God has ve+ 
Sery'd in Heaven for thoſe that lowe him, 
That Glory can be bur imperfectly ex- 
preſs'd by the bare Epithet of Inconceiy- 
able, with which God rewards the me- 
ritorious Sufferings and Obedience of that 
onely begotten Son of his Love, for 
whoſe ſake he is pleas'd to confer on ſo 
many thouſands of Men, onimaginable 
Glories. He that vonchſates ev'n to ma- 
ny of his ſervants a brightneſs like thar 
of the Stars, wiil ſure communicate a 
more radiant Luſtre to the Swn of Righ- 
zeouſneſs, that onely Son of His, whow 
( to borrow inſpir'd exprefſions) he hath 
made Heir of all things , by whom alſo he 
made the Worlds : who bring the tt 
| "il 


* «a. *— ww 8 ww. 
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of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his 


Perſon , and upholding all things by the 
word of his power , whey he had by himſelf 
purg'd our fins, ſate down on the right 
hand of the Majeſty on high, far above all 
Principality, and Power, and Might, and 
Dominion, and every Name that is named, 
not only in this world, but in that which 
i to come, Therby exalting him nor one- 
ly abbve all Earthly Princes and Poten- 
tates, but even above the higheſt Or- 


' ders of the Spirits of the Celeſtial Hie- 


rarchie,- 
But apprehend not , Lindamor, that 
this ' ſablime Exaltation of Chriſt will 


 makehim ceſpiſe the me:neſt of his Saints, 


or diſdain Communion with him, For, 
St Paul afſures us, That he was in the 
form of God, when he vouchſaf'd to take 
upon him the form of a Servant, to make 
us frees and ſure, he that condeſcended 
ſo Far, and ſtoop'd ſo Low, to Invite 
and bring us ro Heaven, will not tefule 
us & gtacions Reception there, In the 
days oft his Fleſh he was pleas'd ro own 
Lazarus, evn in the Diſhonours of the 
Grave, and vouchſat'd him in that deſpi- 
cable condition the glotious Title of his 
Friend, And when he deſcended the Mounc 
of Olives, all the loud Acclamations of 
K 4 the 
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Set. I'9, 


Phil . 2.7, 


Seraphick Love, 


the glad Mulritude, that ſang Hoſannaes tg 
him;and ſtrew'd his way with their Palms, 
Luk. 19. their Veſtments, -and their Praiſes, could © 
37-35-47-not divert him from Deploring , even with 
Tears. Fer»ſalem's approaching Fatez and 
exprefling in the midſt of his Triumphs a 
Concern, for the very worſt and ſtubborn- 

eſt of his Enemies, And, leſt it ſhould be 
thought, that he was thus concern'd for 

- worthleſs Mortals, onely whil'ſt he Shar'd 

\ and Felt the Miſeries of their Condition; 

give me leave to obſeive to you, Lin- 
damor , that immediately after his Reſur- 
recion, whil'ſt the Senſe of the ſudden and 
unexampled Change of his Condition was 

Freſh upon him, and the' Remembrance 

of the Apoſtle's Ingratitude in deſerting 

him, almoſt as Recent z he ſticks not to 

give thoſe very Diſciples that forſook him, 

the glotious Title, ( and that. a more fa- 

Math, 28, Miliar «. ne than we find him to have al- 
10, low'd them on Earth ) of hs Brethrey ; 
Mzr.16.5. and particularly ſhews himſelt Sollicicous 
for that Petey , who, in ſpight of all thoſe 

empty Boaſts, wherewith he not onely 

ſeem'd to defie Death, but Chriſt's Pre- 

diftion too, did not onely forſake his Ma- 

fter, bur Denyed him, He can in Heaven 

be ſo concern'd for his diſtrefled Members 

here on Earth, that not onely he can take 

notice 
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notice of expiring Stephey , thorow that as: 7. 


cloud of fatal Stones that batte'd down. his * 
Priſon; and can, when Sgvl was perſecuting 
the vulgar Chriſtians, cry out unto him , 


Savl, Saul, Why perſecuteft thou Me? as if ,@ 9. 4+ 


He, and thoſe that Love him, were bur 


One: But in the Meſſages he ſends to the 1, the (+. 
Angels or Governours of the ſeven Chur- cond and , + 


ches, he ſufficiently manifeſts, That ſingle 


third 
Chapters 


Chriſtians may be as particularly in his ot the 4po- 
Thoughts, as if they had no other Object ; 4420» 


His Gteatneſs will not make hs Kindneſs 
leſs Familiar, but only more Obliging ; He 
diſdains nor, even after his Aſcenſion, ro 


ſay, Behold, I ſtand at the door and knock, Rev. 3.29, 


if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
' will come in to him,avd will ſup with him, and 
he with me, That King, in the Parable. by 
whom Himſelf is repreſ:nted, is pleas'd 
himſelf ro welcome each Individual truſty 
Servant with a peculiar, Ewge bone Serve ; 
And in another Parable he icruples not to 
repreſent the great Condeſcenfions and Fa- 
miliarity, wherewirh the Lo:d ſhall remune- 
rate the faithful and watchful Servants, by 
telling his Diſciples, Bleſſed are thoſe Ser» 


Matth, 25, 


Luk. 12, 


wants, whom the Lord, when he cometh ſhall 57* 


find ſo watching, Yerily, I ſay unto you, that 
he ſhall gird himſelf and. will make them to ſit 
down to meat and will come forth to ſerve them, 


' mire,if you conſider, that beſides that it is 
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At which expreſſion, you will the leſs ad- 


wrabolical,and probably hyperbolical,and 
nc not do caken (as the French 
ſpeak, a» pied de lalettre) ina ſtrit ſence: 
We find in the Evangelical ſtory, that our 
Saviour diſdain'd not to converſe familiarly 
with Publicans and Sinners, nor even to 
waſh the Feet of his own Diſciples: And 
fince he condeſcended to ſuch Familiarity 
tothoſe frail Mortals, ſo many of whom 
were apt to turn the Fayors of God into 
Wanzonneſs, we may the leſs admire his 
gracious condeſcenſions to thoſe, the Sin- 
leſneſs of whoſe condition will keep them 
from turning his yonchſafements into any 


thing, but qccafions of Joy and Gratitude, 


Marvel not, Lindemor as at an impertinen- 
cy, that I appear ſo ſolicicous to poſſeſs 
you with high apptchenſions of che ſuper- 
eminent Dignity and Felicity of our Exalt- 
ed Saviourz and, that in the loftieſt and 
moſt magnificent expreſſions, the Scripture 
affords me,I haveendeavour'd to make out 
toyou,thatthe bright Sun of righteouſneſs 
is now grownuncapab'e of ſuffering Eclip- 
ſes, bur ſhines. with unclonded and une- 
gquall'd Splendor, and that we ſhall in Hea- 
yen (as the Writer to the Hebrews ſpeaks) 
ſee Feſme, who was maile «littie(or for a ſhort 


while 
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while, beau T1) lower then the Angels, ſer 
the ſaffering of Death,crown'd with Glory, and 
Honowr, For it will make Heaven more Hea- 
vento us,to find him reigning there, who 
hath ſuffer'd ſo much for us; and for whom, 
ifwee'r come thither , we ſhall have (6 
much ſuffer'd, For, fince our Love will, as 
the reſt; of our ſurviving . Graces be per- 
feted and grow compleat in Heaven, the 
ineffable Happineſs of our dear Redeemer 
muſt needs. bring an encreaſe to ours, com- 
menſurate.to the Ardency of our Love for 
him, and we ſhall reliſh no happineſs more 


- than thatz which is therefore ours, becauſe 


be is happy, and ſuppoſes in him, what ic 
confers on us, Beſides thar, ſince the Regal 
Dignity, wherein ( as Mediator ) he is In- 
ſtared; may make us owe our Salvation to 
his Sentence, as well as to his Merits ; Hea- 
ven it ſelf will be ineſtimably endear'd to us, 
by our injoying it upon his account, I need 
not tell you, what a value Lovers are wont 
to ſer upon theleaſt Favours that can be be- 
ſtowedonthem by their Miſtrefſes,and thar 
oftentimes, a worthleſs Ribband, a Braceler 
of Hair, or ſame ſach Trifle, that nothing 
can make precious but her preſenting ir, is 
highlier valued by the tranſported Lover, 
than the richeſt Preſents of Nature, or of 
Fortune, How great a bleſſing muft it _ 
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"be, Lindamer,to owe Joys thar need not en- 
dearing circumſtances to merit the name of 
happineſs,roa perſon (o belov'd, that even 
Heaven it (elf will bring more felicity to the 
amorous ſol, as it is a proof of his Love, 
than: that it is a Donative of his Boun'y, 
As paſſionate Brides do incomparub!y more 
value the Wedding-Rings which th-ir glad 
Lovers give them,as Pledges, than as Gold, 
'Tis (aid of the perſecured and diſgrac'd A- 

AR. 5.41. poſtles,that they rejoyr'd to have been counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name, But if 
they deſcrvedly: rejoyc'd to be allow'd to 
ſuffer for him z of how much Joy ſhall chey 
have j:ſt cauſe, that'ate'admirted to Reign 
with him 2 his having ſupported the Hard- 
ſhips and che Toyls (tor I muſt not now call 
them Evils) to which our atfflited Condi- 
tion of Mortality is expos'd, does ſo much 

Alleviate ther, and refreſh us uader them, 
that in this ſence alſo it may be truly faid, 

Ia. 53. 5. that the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him 
and by his hurts we are healed, But he thatre- 
liev'd usevenby his Croſs, will ſure do more 
for us by his Crown, when he ſhall admit, 
and even invite, each faichful ſervant to nd 

Mat. 25, leſsa Bleſſing. than to exter into his Maſter's 

_ Foy. $0 rich a Source of Happineſs did 

Chrift defiza tromake himſelf co us in all 

his capacities and conditions, that in Hea- 

ven 
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yen and in Earth, it was, and will be, his 
o:acious and conſtant imployment, to ſhare 
our Griefs, or impart to us his Joys and 
he Þ either leſſen our Miſeries by. his ſufferings, 
7e, | or encreaſe ' our happineſs by  kis/|Feli- 
y. | city. ' 
re | Ex»e& not, Lindawer, that I ſhould So- 5 23. 
d | lewnly beg your pardon for this. ſeeming 
d. | Excufion,;rill 1 come ro think it adigrefh-. 
- $ on, toainfiſt on the Bleſfedneſs of Chriſt:in: 
4 | Heaven, treating of the Happineſs, which 
f F thoſe thar Love: him will enjoy -there. 
) W herefore, not to ſpend time in imploring 
7 a needleſs, Forgiveneſs, 1 ſhall proceed ro 
) tell yoo.” Lindemor, that in Heaven we ſhall 
not only ſee our elder Brother Chriſt, bac 
probably: aiſo all our Kindred, Friends, and 
Relations,. that living here in his Fear, died 
in his Favour. For, ſince our Saviour tells 
us, that the Children of the RrſarrefFion ſhall Luk. 20. 
be owyyero!, equal to,or like the Angels; who 3® 
yet in the viſions of; Depiel and Sr, Fohm, 
appear.to be” acquainted with each other: 

nce, in;the; Parable of the miſerable Epi- Luk: 16. 
cure, and the happy Ber gar, the Father of 
the faichful is repreſented, as knowing,-not 
only che perſon,and preſent condition, bur 
thegpaſt- ſtory of Lezarwe: Since the: In- 
ſtructor ofthe Gentiles, confidently expects 
his Converted and Pious Theſſa/oni4x5,to = 

P; 


19, 20. 
Dan. 3. 


| Luk. 15.7, 
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1 Thefl. 2. bis Crown at that great day 5 When the ha- 
ving turned many ts righteouſneſs, ſhall, as 
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the Scripture forerells, confer, a Star-like and 
immortal brighenefs.- Since (which is chief. 
ly confiderable)the knowledge of particular 
ations, and, conſequently, perſons ; ſeemy 
xequifite to che attainment. of rhar greac 
end of God, in the day of Fudgemenr, the 
manifeſtation of his Punitive and Remunera- 


- tive Juſtice: fince, I ſay, theſe arguments, 


beſides divers others, are afforded us by 'the 
Scripturez we may fafely conclude it pro- 
bable, that we ſhall know each-other in a 
place,where, ſince nothing requiſite to hap- 
pineſs can be wanting, we may well ſuppoſe 
(atleaſt, if we can imagine here, whar we 
ſhall think there) that we ſhall nor want ſo 
great a ſatisfaion, as that of being know- 
ingly happy , in out' Orher-ſelves, our 


Friends, Nor is this only probab'e, Linds- 


mor, but *tis not improbable, that thoſe 
friends-chat know us in Heaven, ſhall wel- 
come-us thither, For ,] fince Chriſt'aſſures 
us, that the very Angels (though they be 
ſo far from being 'related' to our perſons, 
that they are forreigners ro our very Nature) 
receive acceſſion of Joy tor a'relenting Sin- 
ner, that by repentance begins to tirn'ao- 


. wardsGod you- will not'think it abſurd, 


that in' a place where Charity ſhall nor 
only 
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only continue (as St Pav/{peaks)but grow * Gay Th 


cfeR, our dear friends ſhould rejoyce to 

e u5,not only begin to turn towards God, 
but come home4o him. Nor is it unlikely, 
that our tranſported ſouls ſhall nr 
congratulate each other, their having now 


fuily eſcaped the numerous Rocks, and 


Shelves, and Quick-ſands, and threatning 
Storms, and go leſs dangerous Calms, 
through which they are at length arrived at 
that peacefyl Haven, where innocence and 
delight (which are here ſo{eldom matrch'd) 


- are.inſeparable companions, both of each 


other,and each bleſſed refident, With thoſe 
friends we here lamented, we ſhall there 
rejoyce. And 'twill be bur need, that the 
Diſcovery of: each others Virtues thould 
bring us toa mutual knowledge of our per- 
ſons; for otherwiſe, we ſhall be ſo chang'd, 
that we ſhould neyer know qur friends z. 
{ and ſhould ſcarce know our ſelves, were 
not an eininent encrgaſe of Knowledge a, 
part of that happy change) For thoſe de- 
parted Friends, whom at our laſt Separa- 
tion, we (aw disfigured by all the ghaſtly 
horrors of Death,we ſhall then ſee _—_y 
about theMajeſtick Throne of Chriſt, with: 


their once wile Bodies trans figured into the Phil.3-31- 


likeneſs of bis glorious Body, mingling their 
glad Acclamations with the Hallelujahs of 
Thrones, 


__ - " 
Thrones, Principalities; and Powers, aiifff - 


Gen. 46. 
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the moſt dignifi'd F.ivourites of the Czle 
ſial Cour” T-rieed not tellyou, Lindemy, 
that we ſhall betmore juſfly Tranſported & 
this Meeting, 'than was good old Facob a 
that of his Son Foſeph, whom having long 
mourn'd for Dead- 2nd loft, he found -no 
on'y Alive, but a great Favourite , ready to 
welcome Him to an unknowh Court, Fox, 
whereas the Ptriarch faid to his Son, Now 
let me Dye; forte" 1 have [fem thy face; the (es 
ivg of out Friends 'in Heaven will aſſure bg, 
that we fha'l for ever Livewith them-chere, 
The Re-unioinof Friends being there as pri 
viledg'd/ from Divorce, as that of Soul and 
Body, (which ſcarce will be more ſtrict and 
ſatisfactory) For; here indeed, if our Friends 
do not allay onr Love of Aﬀection by un- 
welcome Acrions,or theit cotitagious Suffer. 
ings, we common'y dote'on them to a De 
gree; that, as it-were, Reduces God to de- 
prive us early of them, and Snatch out Idols, 
and his Rivals, from us: But there, out, on 
both ſides, compleated Graces, will-aot only 
Deferve , but: Allow a: higher Strain\ of 
Friendſhip, *The near Contemplation and 
Fruition of the infinitely tranſcendent Per- 
fections of "the Creator ; keeping all our 
Kindneſs to the Creatures, not only Subor- 
dinate to' the Love we owe to God, bur 
Grounded 


cw. a © _ 
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- Grounded On it5 as Excited Needles,when 


they ſtick faſteſt ro each other, owe their 
Union to their having both been touched by 
the Load-ſtone, to which,they have there- 
fore Both of them ſtronger Inclinations,than 
Either to the Other, 


underſtand thoſe Deepand Obſcure Myſte- 
ries of Religion, which, the profoundeſt 
Clerks that love not to Flatter themſelves, 
acknowledg, they are unable fully co Com- 
prehend; being, after all the Toyl and In- 
duſtry of their anxious Enquiries. reduc'd ro 


\. fit down with the Apoſtle's & Babes, in Ad- Rom.t1, 


miration of that Depth,whoſe Bottom they 3 
cannot Fathom, There we hall underſtand 
thoſe obſcure pafſages of ( That Divine 
Book,and uncapable of Flattery) the Scrip- 
ture, which, notwithſtanding all that Bold 
Criticks,and Learn'd Expotitors, have Ar- 
tempted to illuſtrate ir, does ſt:l| continue, 


. in many Places, Obſcure, There, diſcerning 


how exquiſitely the ſeveral Parts of Scrip- 
tureare fitted to the ſeveral Times, Perſons, 
and Occurrences, wherein their all-foreſee- 
ing Author intended moſt to uſe them , we 
ſhall diſcern not only a Reconcieableneſs, 
but a Friendſhip, and perfect Harmony, be- 
twixt thoſe Texts, that here ſeem-moſt at 
Variance,' and ſhall diſcover not only the 

L Sence 


There, | amniney'& we ſhall \:risfaRorily Se8. 24. 


Seraphick Love. | 
Senſe of the obſcurer paſſages, but the Re- 
quifſireneſs of their having been written (6 
obſcurely.T hat ſtrange and peculiar,as well 
as otherwiſe crvptic2l method and ftile of 
Scripture,which oftencoſts us ſo much ſtudy 
to find it rational, we ſhall there diſcover 
to be admirable, and worthy of irs Omni- 
ſcient Author, There, | hope, we ſhall have 
clearly expounded. to us thoſe Ridles of 
Providence, which have, but roo often, 
rempted ev'n Good men, toqueſtion Gods 
conduct in the government. of the world 
whilſt the Calamities and Perſecutions of 
Virtue,and Innocence , ſeem approv'd by 
him, who accumulates Proſperities on their 
criminal Oppoſers, There, we ſhall be con- 
vinc'd, that all theſe ſeeming irregularities, 
which the heathen thought fit co impure to 
the giddy Whimſies of a blind female De- 
ity, arenot only conſiſtent with God's Ju- 
ſtice and Goodneſs, bur are Productions of 
it, And though ſuch a Belief do here, to 
intelligent perſons, ſeem perhaps a greater 
piece of ſelf-denial, than to refrain from 
Wine, or Gold,or Miſtreſſes, yer in Hea- 
ven it will appear as reaſonable, as here we 
find it difficult, For, as Bildad ſpeaks in 
* ** Fob We are but of yeſterday. and know nothing, 
becanſe our days upon Earth are but a ſhadow, 
Aiid the ſhortnels of our Tranfitory lives, 
| | nor 
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not permitting us to continue long enough 
ſpeRators here, to ſee above a Scene or 
two at moſt of that great Play, ARed by 
Mankind upon the Stage ofthe World, 'ris 
no wonder we are apt to harbor finiſter 
Thoughts of the contriver of a Plot, whoſe 
neither Beginning not End we are acquaint- 
ed with, Which yet is little leſs injurious, 
than *rwere to cenſure the lofty Tragoedian 
Seneca, or ſome other matchleſs Artiſt, ha- 
ving peruſed but a piece of ſome Tragedy, 
whereof the latter part never arrived-at our 
view, Bur, when once God's whole Plot (if 
I may ſo ſpeak) and ConduRin the Admi- 
niſtration of the World, ſhall come to be 
diſclos'd; all thoſe Revolutions and Oc- 
currences of Eimpires, States, Families, and 
Particular Perſons, which Men ate here (o 
prone to Quarrel with, will there appear 
ſo juſt, ſo requiſite, and ſo ſeaſonable, thar 
thoſe very things, which here tempted us 
to deny God , ſhall rhere engage us to 
praiſe him; and we ſhall not ſo properly be * 
fatisfy'd with his Providence, as raviſh'd, * 
Bur eſpecially, we ſhall be tran{ported with 
Wonder and Gratitude, when God ſhall 
youchſafe to diſcover to his particular ſer- 
vants, the reaſons of his Diſpenſaticns to- 
wards them, and make out to them not only 
the Neceſſity and Juſtice, but ey'n Merci- 

L _ fillgeſs 


2 Pet. 3. 
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Seraphick Love, 
fulneſs of thoſe very Afflitions, that were 
moſt imputed to his Severity, (ao Stroke 
from God's Paternal Hand, either lightning 
Sooner, or falling Heavier, or ſtaying Lon- 
ger, than the Occaſion, that Extorted ir, 
exaced) and convince them, that their 
Hopes were never Diſappointed, bur to Se- 
cure their Title to better things than thoſe 
they hoped for; nor their Iateriour Inte- 
reſts prejudic'd, bur for the Advantage of 
their Supreme ones, Yes, all that unwelcom 
Darkneſs, that here ſufrounded our pur- 
blind Underſtandings , will vaniſh at the 
dawning of that Bright, and (as St, Peter's 
* Expreflion may be interpreted) Eternal 
day ; wherein, the Reſolution of all thoſe 
Difficulties , which here Exerciſ'd (and 
perhaps Diſtreſs'd) our Faith, ſhall be gran- 
red us to Reward it, And TI muſt profeſs 
to you, Lindamor, (as Unfaſhionable as ſuch 
a Profefſion may ſeem in a Gentleman not 
yet Two and Twenty) that I find the ſtudy 
ot thoſe excellent 1 hemes,God's Word, & 
his Providence, ſo Difficult, and yet ſo Plea- 
ſing and Inviting, that could Heaven afford 
me no greater Bleſſing than a clear Ac- 
comprt of the abſttuſe Myſteries of Divinity 
and Providence, I ſhould value the having 
my Underſtanding Gratifi'd and Enrich'd 
with Tiuths of ſo Noble and precious a Na- 
cure, 


Seraphick Love, 


ture, enough to Court Heaven at the rate 
of renouncing for it all thoſe unmanly Sen- 
ſualities ang trifling Vanities, for which; 
inconfiderate Morrtals are wont to forfeir 
the Intereſt their Saviour ſo dearly bought 
them in it. 

Nor ſhall we only converſe with Saints ge. 25. 
and Angels, 'but with that infinicely more 
glorious Deity, that made them, what they 
are, without at all impoveriſiing himſelf, 

In Heaven, we ſhall enjoy (its Maker) God, 

and ſee Him as he is,, who (as the Scripture 

rellech us) ſhall then be a// i» af{': Com- , 7c6., +. 
prifing all the Goods, we value inthe Crea- » Cor. 15. 
cures, as Eminently and Fully, as the Sun **: 
doth the Light that Twinkleth in the 

Stars, 

If one that was none of the leaſt of the Anara- 
Philoſophers, ſc1upl'd not to tell the Man gras. 
thatask'd him, What he was born for, ti.ar, 

It was to contemplate the Sun; It our beſt 
Naturaliſts themſelves, though the Dark- 
neſs that is here caſt upon Things, and the 
Dimneſs of our Intellectual Eyes, (which 
I remember Arifotle firly compares to thoſe 
of an Owl at Noon-day) permit us to dif- 
cern bur very little of that Wildom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, which he has ex- 
preſs'd in the Creation, ate yet often tranl- 
ported and raviſh'd with a juſt Admiration 
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of the perfeQions he has displayed in his 
Workmanſhip, If the wiſe Queen that 
came ſo far to viſit Solomon, was put almoſt 
into an Extaſte, by the ſight of his,(though 

' Wiſe, yet Humane ) ordering of things ; 
2 Pet, 1 And if the Angels themſelves (as St Peter 
= informs us) deſire to look intothe myſterious 

contrivances of God, in order to Man's Re- 
demption: How great a ſatisfaQtion, Lin- 
damor,may we juſtly conceiveit muſt needs 
be, to be admitred to ſee ſo much of God, 

, as Heaven will diſcover to us? eſpecially, 
ſince ſo much of our future happineſs will 
confiſt in that Beatific vifion, ( as the 
School-men juſtly call it) that St Fohncon- 

x Joh.3.2, cluded, that we ſhall be like God, becauſe we 
ſhall ſee Him as He s, And our Saviour 
himſelf paraphraſes our Czleſtial Felicity 
by this Bleſſed Viſton,where he ſays, Bleſſed 

Ma:. 5. e, 4rethe pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God: as 

'on the other ſide, the writer to the He- 
brews employs the being deny'd the fight of 
that Divine ObjeR, as a deſcription of ex- 
rreme wretchedneſs, in that Text where, 
having exhorted thoſe ro whom he writes, 

Heb 1, £0 follow peace and holineſs ;, he adds, as the 

14,  formidableſt Menace which he could make 

| uſe of, to deter them from lighting his ex- 

hortation, without which, no Man ſhall ſee 
the Lord, And by this viſion our _ 
eems 


Serapbick Love: 
ſeems to deſcribe the happineſs even of 
Angels ; where, forbidding the (candalizing 
of any of thoſe little ones that believe in 
him, he adds, to enfo ce what he {ad ſaid, 
chat their Angels ds always ſee the face of his Ms-'8. 
Father in Heaven, We (hall be {o taken up 
with the Contemplation and Fruition Of 
that Glorious obje&, (in whoſe Infinity a!l 
goods are included and dilated ) that AgES» 
numberleſs as the joys that Beatific 
Viſion abounds with, will ſcarce afford us 
leifure for a diverſion to any other plea- 
ſures, than thoſe it ſelf creates, Which are 
ſo Numerous and ſo Entire, that we ſhall 
there deſire nothing that we have nor, eX- 
cept more Tongues to ſing more Praiſes tO 
him, or at leaſt a capacity-ro pay him 
greater thanks for what we have, And 
even thoſe deſires, God's gracious accep- 
tation will make, in being conceiv'd, Ac- 
compliſh'd : for, otherwiſe Heavens Reft- 
dents ſcarce know any other want, than 
chat of need to wiſh: The, Complear 
Blefſedneſs of their Condition, reducing 
| them to a happy uſeleſneſs of wiſhes, by 
affording them a full Praz- poſſeſſion ot all 
the objects of defire, There Time, like 
Fire, having deſtroy'd what ever it could 
prey on, thall at laſt die ir ſelf, and ſhall 
go out into Eternity, Whoſe Nature is 
L'4 {uch 
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ſuch, that though our Joys, after ſome Cen- 
turies of Years, may ſeem to haye grown 


Elder, by having been enjoyed ſo many 


Ages, yet will they really ſtill cogtinue 


- 


New, nor, onely . upon the (cores of their 


Welcomneſs and ' Freſhneſs, but «f 


their perpetually Equal (becauſe Infigite 
D.ſtance from a Period, There, our Feli- 
city fhall alwayes be thE"Same , yer ever 
New. Wearinels arguing imperfeRion, 
either in the ObjeR, or the Appetite; the 
Former of which- is Impoſſible in God, 
and the Later ſhall ceaſe' in Heaven. 
Where our Felicity ſhall be ſo great, that 
Variety (ir ſelf) ſhall not be needed as a 
Part of it And, if Heavendo admit Yarie- 
ty, it may be ſuppoſed ſuch a one, as ſhall 
conſitt in a }urther Knowledg of the Firſt 
Obje& (God,) nor a Forſaking of it; and 
ſuch as ariſ-s from the fix'd Beholding of 
the changing-necks of Doves, or ſuch as 
we may {ce 'n the diverſift'd Refrations of 
the ſame (p.rk'iing Diamond, In God, 
there is (if | may fo ſpeak) ſuch a various 
I!entiry, that the Fruition of him both Sa- 
tisfics and Creares Defires : though That, 
without -ariery - 2nd T his, without Diſ- 
quier, Orner Delights, like the uſual 
Clozrhes we wear, quickly grow Stale; and 
12 foon worn outs Whereas Ccaeleftial 
Plea- 


n 
y 
Ee 
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Pleaſures participate the Prerogative of 


not Impairing by being uſed Long, But as ** 
the amorons Needle, once joyn'd unto the 
Load-ſtone, would never, uncompel['d, 
forſake the inchanting Mineral , bur, after 
Apes, cling no leſs cloſely to it than at the 
firſt Moment of their Union : So do the 
Saints .in Heaven , with the lame Undi- 
miniſh'd freſhneſs ever poſſeſs their 
Joys, as if each moment were the Firſt that 
they poſſeſs'd themin, And, if their Hap- 
pineſs donot improye by laſtinger Enjoy- 
ment, 'tis perhaps, but becauſe it was at firſt 
uncapableof Increaſe. Or, if our Pleaſures 
do admir' Acceſſion, they ſhall receive ir 
from our Aſſurance, that we ſhall taſte them 
for Ever, and perpetually repeat (or ra- 
ther continue) the ſame renew'd Fruitions 
Toan Eternity, endear'd by nothing more, 
than by the quiet Leiſure ic will afford us, 
undiſtratedly ro Employ it, in Celebrat- 
ing of the Author's Praiſes, and in a Con- 
dition, happier in that by it we grow paſt 
Doing , than paſt Suffering Ill, In Hea- 
ven, (ina word) our inexhauſted Joys will 
be ſo Numberleſs; and ſo Immenſe, that 
we ſhall Need (as well as Have) Eternity 
it ſelf ro taſte them fully, 


+ Bur, Lindamor,.it was not my Deſign to $8, 26, 
| 


give 


che Jews Garments in the Wilderneſs, of Deur-39. 


I52 Ter Seraphick Love, | 
give you 2 particular Topography of thi 


Czleſtial Canaan; but only in a few word 
toler you ſee, that 'tis 4 Land flowing with 
Milk and Honey, And though I acknow- 
ledge, I have given you but dark deſcrip- 
tions ( and ſometimes rather Poetical thay 
Chorographical) of what the Apoſtle ſtile, 
Col. 1. 12. The Inheritance of the Saints in Light : ye 
ſince, to whert our Longings, for Fruitive 
(or experimental) knowledge, it is re 
ſerv'd among the Prerogatives of beingin 
Heaven, to know how happy we ſhall be, 
when There: and fince, what the Scripture 
hath reveal'd of Paradiſe,ſeems meant ra 
ther ro quickenour Obedience, than ſa 
tisfy our curioſity z I may for thoſe pur- 
poſes, have perhaps tolerably perform'd 
that task (of Heavenly Topography) by 


the acknowledgements of my diſability to 


do it worthily, I ſhall now onely add this 
property of our expeRed Bliſs, that the 
vaſt multitude of partners does detraRt no- 


thing from each 


vate ſhare, nor does 


the publickneſs of it leſſen Propriety in 
it, This Ocean of Felicity being (o ſhoar- 
leſs, and ſo bottomleſs, that all the Saints 
and Angels cannot exhauſt it, it being as 
impoſfible for an Aggregate of Finites, to 
comprehend or exhanſt one Infinite, as tis 
for the greateſt number of Mathematick 


points 
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thzYPoints to amouut to, or conſtitute a Body, 


Our Neighbor-Regions do all enjoy the 

benefit of Light as well as We, yer we 

enjoy not leſs, than if they enjoy'd none, 

Jadeed there is.this difference berween the 

Son of Righteouſneſs and that of Heaven 

that, whereas the later, by his preſence, 

Eclipſes all the Planets, (his Arttendanrs;) 

the former, though radiant with a 

much mightier ſplendor}, will, by kis pre- 

ſence, impart to his Saints : according to 

that of the Apoſtle 3 When Chriſt, who is our C9 3: 4: 

life, ſhall appear then fball we alſo appear with 

him in Glory, So that the Elect in relation 

to this Sun, ſhall not be like Stars, which 

his ſhining obſcures and makes to diſap- 

pear z but like poliſh'd Silver,or well-glaz'd 

Arms , or thoſe vaſter Balls of burniſh'd 

Braſs, the tops of Churches are ſometimes 

adorn'd with, which fhine nor till they be 

ſh.n'd upon , and Cerive their glictering 

Brightneſs, and all the dazling Fire thac 

environs and illuſtrates them, from their 

being expos'd (unskreen'd) ro the Sun's re- 

fulgent Beams, 7 am my beloved's, and my Cant.i6.3; 

beloved is mine, ſays every Saint (with the 

Spouſe in the Carticles) ' ro his Redeemer, 

David ſays of them thar pur their truſt- in 

God, That he ſhall abundantly ſatis fy them Pſal 38.6. 

with the fatneſs of his Houſe, and make them 
drink 


Seraphick Love, 
give you 2 particular Topography of thaz{Poin 
Czleſtial Cas4a»; but only in a few word 
to let you ſee, that "tis a Land flowing with 
Milk and Honey, And though I acknow- 
ledge, I have given you but dark deſcrip- 
tions ( and ſometimes rather Poetical thay 
Chorographical) of what the Apoſtle ſtilg, 

. The Inheritance of the Saints in Liekt : ye 
ſince, to whert our Longings, for Fruitive 
(or experimental ) knowledge, it is re 
ſery'd among the Prerogatives of being in 
Heaven, to know how happy we ſhall be, 
when There: and fince, what the Scripture 
hath reveal'd of Paradiſe,ſeems meant ra- 
ther tro quickenour Obedience, than ſa- 

our curioſity ; I may for thoſe pur- 

poſes, have perhaps tolerably perform'd 
that task (of Heavenly Topography) by 
the acknowledgements of my diſability to 
doit worthily, I ſhall now onely add this 
property of our expeRed Bliſs, that the 
vaſt multitude of partners does detraR no- 
ivate ſhare, nor does 
it leſſen Propriety in 
it, This Ocean of Felicity being ſo ſhoar- 
leſs, and ſo bottomleſs, that 'all the Saints 

'and Angels cannot exhauſt it, it being as 
impoſſible for an Aggregate of Finites, to 
comprehend or exhanſt one Infinite, as tis 

for the greateſt number of Mathematick 


thing from each 
the publickneſs © 


of 


points 
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Points to amouur to, or conſtitute a Body, 

Our Neighbor-Regions do all enjoy the 

F benefic of Light as well as We, yet we 

enjoy not leſs, than if they enjoy'd none, 

Jadeed there is this difference berween the 

Son of Righteouſneſs and that of Heaven 

that, whereas the later, by his preſence, 

Eclipſes all the Planets, (his Arttendants;) 

the former, though radiant with a 

much mightier ſplendor, will, by his pre- 

ſence, impart to his Saints : according to 

that of the Apoſtle 3 When Chriſt, who is our © 3: 4+ 

life, ſhall appear they fball we alſo appear with 

hiws in Glory, So that the Elect in relation 

to this Sun, ſhall not be like Stars, which 

his ſhining obſcures and makes to diſap- 

pear z but like poliſh'd Silver,or well-glaz'd 

Arms , or thoſe vaiſter Balls of burniſh'd 

Braſs, the tops of Churches are ſometimes 

adorn'd with, which ſhine nor till they be 

ſh.n'd upon , and Cerive their glictering 

Brightneſs, and all the dazling Fire thac 

environs and illuſtrates them, from their 

being expos'd (unskreen'd) to the Sun's re- 

fulgent Beams, 1 am my beloved's, and my Cant.is.3; 

beloved is mine, ſays every Saint (with the 

Spouſe in the Carticles) ro his Redeemer, 

David (ays of them thar pur their truſt in 

God, That he ſball abundantly ſatis fy them Pſal 38.6, 

with the fatneſs of his Houſe, and make them 
drink 
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drink of the River of his Pleaſures: As if | 


meant to inſinuate, that, As when a muly 


tude of Perſons drink of the ſame RivaM,., 


none of them is able to exhauſt ir, and 
each of them may have the full liberty 
Drinking as much as he Can, or as muchg 
he Could, though none but Himſelf ſhould 
be Aliow'd to Drink of it : So, whoſoever 
enjoys God, enjoys him Wholly, or atleaſt 
doth enjoy him ſo Eatirely, in Relation 
that Man's Capacity, that the Fruition of 
whatſoever reſts unenjoy*d of God, is for- 
. bidden by the Immenfity of the ObjeR,and 
not the Prz-poſſeſſion of his Rivals, The 
Angels, though of a Nature Differing from 
ours, and thereby plac'd above the perſonal 
Experience of our ſufferings and infirmities, 
do yet ſo ſympathize with us, that (as our 


Luk.'r5. 5. Saviour informs us) they rejoyce at there- 


entance of a ſinner, And,though the Mem- 
ers of the Church- Militant, and thoſe of 
the Triumphant, live as far aſunder, as Hea- 
yen is from Earth, andare not more Diſtant 


as to Place, than Differing as to Conditions, 


yet St, Paul. reckons all the Saints to be bur 


Eph. 3.15. one Family in Heaven and Earth, It then the 


diſparity of Reſidences, of Qualities, and of 
Conditions, cannot Now hinder the Lovers 
of God from being ſo concern'd in one ano- 
ther; how much of endearing Kindneſs may 

we 


7 Seraphick Love, 
* ſuppoſe, that they will Enterchange 
_ \ m4 both their Love ſhall be Perfectes. 
Vein all thoſe other Graces too that are pro« 
] per to Cheriſh & Encreaſe it, For, the ſame 
UF Apoſtle, who, to afliſt us, to conceive the 
frictneſs of the Union both berwixt Chriſt 
apd his Saints, and the Saints among them- 


ire his Body, Members in particularzteaches 
gs to make this Inference, That (to expreſs 


ber ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with it ;, and 
if one Member be honour d, all the Members 
rejoyce with it, Yes, Lindamor,in that bleſs'd 
Condition, our Wills being perfectly con- 
form'd gntoour Maker s,no Saint norAngel 
can enjoy his Love without poſſeſſing a pro- 
portionate Degree of Ours, And then; ſince 
perfect Friendſhip apprepriates to each 
Friend the Croſles and Proſperities of the 


—— =. 


lier obliged by David, than by the King's - 
kindneſs to his Son) each ſeveral Beatitude 
in Heaven ſhall (in ſome ſort concern the 
| whole Society, and) be Ours. As Aſtrono- 
mers teach us,that the Parth receives Addi- 
tion of Light by the Sun's Beams Beſtow'd 
upon the Stars, and from the Moon reflect- 
ing upon Her, And becauſe our Perſonal 
Capacities are too too Narnow, tg contain 
E: All 


ſelves, tellus, that He is the Head, and they * Cor. 13. 


his Doctrine in his own words) 1f one Mem- "* *7) *& 


other ,(as good Barzillai could not be high- 25+ 19. 


'Seraphick Love, 


All thatjoy, we are (by the ſtrange Arid 


metick ot Friendſhip)in a mannet my 
ply'd into as many happy Perſons , as the 
areSainrs & Angels bleſs'd in Heaven, ( 
perfe&t Union' to our common Head, 
mutual Communion with each other, x 
plying and bringing home every Felicity 
Their to us, This friendly and reciproal 
Sympathy,teaching us each Glorify'd Sainy 
Bleſſedneſs, and him ours, by a bleſs 
Circulation, which makes us encreaſe , 
our reſenting them, thoſe joys (of others ) 
whoſe encreaſe we reſent, But my thought 
are engaged in fo good a Company, Lis 
damor, that they keep me from conkf- 
dering, how faſt the hours pafs, and haye 
almoſt made me forget, that the time which 
my occaſions allow'd me for ſcribling to 
you, is ſo far ſpent, that not now at laſt to 
reprieve you from the perſecution of my 
. blunt Pen, were to be almoſt as injurious 
tro my own affairs, as to' your Patience, 
Hereafter yet I may poſſibly make you ſome 
amends for this, with Riper Diſcourſes of 
the Nature and Duties, or (if you will) the 
Properties and Returns of this Love, to 
which I have hitherto prefented you fome 
Motives. To (thelaſt of ) which I might 
add, Thar, our love to the Creature is an 
Earneſt, but ro God 'cis a Title; the one 
makes 


Ser apbick Love. 
makes us the objects, byr the other makes 
+& the obje& ours; "Thar, fince there is in 
Love ſo ſtrang a Magick, as to transform 
'Y the -Lovet into the Objet lov'd, we 
ovghe to be extremely careful of the De- 
dication of a paſhon, which, as it isplac'd, 
muſt either dignify onr Nature, or De- 
rade it: And not to addreſs to. any 
ower ( or, which is.all one, to-2ny/ other ) 
obje& , the higheſt Tntenſity of a Love, 
which cannot ſtoop without our Degrada- 
tion, And theſe 1 might expatiate on, and 
Recruit them with many other Motives, 
additional to thoſe I have already infiſted 
on; but that Imay more properly reſerve 
them to the treatiſe of the properties of thar 
Love, whoſe Nature fo partakes that of its 
objeR, that there can hardly be produc'd 
more powerful motives to it, than the Con- 
ditions of it, Since then ( as I freſhly inti- 
mated) I cannot but fear that your tir'd Pa- 
rience , as well as my urgent occaſions 
( though theſe will recall: me to morrow 
morning tomy own Weſtery Hermitage ) 
doth at preſent ſummon me to leave 

| you ; and finceI cannot do ſo ifia happier 
place than Heaven, I ſhall ſuſpend my tare- 
wells, onely to beg you to believe, that ſo 
Noble a Motiveot exalting Friendſhip, as 
the ambition of rendring mine a fic m_ 
or 
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'- Seraphick Love. 


for Yours, hath ſo improv'd my Kindnefg 


that my Aﬀection , without wronging i 


Greatneſs, could not Expreſs it (elf by 7 


any leſs Attempt, than this of gaining ye 
- 4 Greateſt, = the moſt Deſirable val 
Googs, by elevating (that Noble Harbin 
ger of your Soul) your Love to Heaven: 
Whoſe Joys alone are not Inferiour tq 
thoſe which the Being made Inſtrament1 
to procure them yon, would really Create 
m, 


My deareſt Lindamor, 


Tour moſt Faithful l mo 
'  Aﬀettionate, and moſt 
Humble Servant, 


ROBERT BOYLE; 


From Leeſe this 6 
of Avg. 1648, 
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A Hilſt this fourth Edi- 


Py 
"ieu ',, 


tion of the fore-ge- 
ing Treatiſe was 
#pon finiſhing, it 
hapned , that « 
Devout and very 
Ingenious Friend of 
the Authors, having preſs'd to have 
the Peruſal of ſome Occaſional Me- 
ditations #hat lay by him, on ſeveral 
Subjetts, met, among others, with that 
which follows ; And finding the Sub- 
je to be of Affinity with what is ra- 
ther Touch'd than infiſted on, in the 
65 page of the pait Treatiſe, Touch- 
ing ' Mens Inability to Praiſe God 
| Worthily , and having « great deat 
of Partiality for the Refletion , would 
needs have it annex'd as it was, to the 
newly finifhd Edition : Notwith- 

-. Banding 


w © 
«,% 


ending the Author's having 'tao 
fr to wree, That, beſides the 


pejaiies that are made neceſſary by the 
Su 


limity of the Theme, ſh Occaſsonal 
Papers, eſpecially His, are wont to have 
peculiar Unaccurateneſſes , as being de- 
ſorn'd rather to entertain the Writer him- 


ſelf, than any other Reader, 


; 
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(Receiv'd in April, 1 66 2.) 


Containing an Account of what paſſed on 
the KING's Coronation-day , in 4 
little Conntry Town, 


2 Neednot, Pyrocles, at- 
ter what we have been 
reading, tell you, that 
the Writer of this 
> Letter thinks that 
both in what he has 
faid of the King, and 
in what he has done to Solemnize His 
Coronation , he has behaved himſelf 
rarely well. For doubt not, but you 
eaſily diſcern by his way of Writiog,that 
he is highly Catisfied wich his Pertorm- 
ances, and expeRs that he ſhall, it 

M 2 not 


 - — 


— 


162) 


not be Thanked by the King, art leaſt be 


Mention'd in the News-book, But 
'twill, I fear, be requiſite to tell you, 
that this honeſt Man is not alone of 
his mind; for being his Landlord's 
Bailiff, he is eſteem'd ar that rate by 
his Neighbours, and look'd upon as a 
Man very conſiderable in his Pariſh, 
and is perhaps thought to have aright 
to Piry moſt of thoſe that do not Ad- 
mire what he has now been doing, 
And yer, You andI, who pretend not 
to be Courtiers, can, in his Rural Ex- 
comiums, and in his ill-contrived way 
of Honouring his Prince, eaſily diſcover 
ſo much that might have been Mended, 
and ſo much that might be Laugh'd ar, 
that , if the King, according to His 
wonted Graciouſneſs, vouchſife this 
Action his Smiles , it muſt not be in 
conſideration of the ſuitableneſs of 
the Performances to the Occaſion, 
but, partly as they proceed from a 
Hearty, though. ill-expreſs'd, Loyalty 
and Love, and partly , as they afford 
Him a Subje& of Merrimenr, ' And 
not onely- the nice Criticks , who 
have teen thoſe Magnificent Solem- 
nitics, and heard the. Eloquent Pa- 
; negyricks, 
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(163) 
negyricks, wherewith the principal 
Cities and Aſſemblies in the Nation 
have thoughc they did but, Part of 
what they ſhould z and not onely 
choſe Aſhduous Courtiers, who, by 
the Honour of a nearer Acceſs have 
Opportunities ( deny'd co others ) of 
diſcovering thoſe Particularities that 
may beſt give a high Veneration for a 
Great Perſon and a Great Prince, to 
thoſe that are qualifi'd to diſcern and 
relliſh ſuch things; not onely theſe, I 
ſay, will have a quite other Opinion of 
the Rural Praiſes, and Antique Cere- 
monies that were ſo well lik'd a hun- 
dred Miles from London ; bur this 
Conntty-man himſelf, it he were ad- 
mitted to the Court, and bred a while 
there, would in time ſee ſo great a dis 
ſtance betwixt what he has done, and 


what a perſon better bred might have 


done, that he could not: remember 
without Bluſhes, what he now looks upon 
with Triumph, 

And now I muſt on this occaſion 
confeſs ro You, Pyrocles , that I have 
( on other Riſes ) ſeveral fimes been 
revolving in my Thonghts , whar 
the Angels think of thoſe Praiſes 
M 3 - « and 


| (164) 
and Deſcriptions of God that Men 


deviſe, { For I intend not. here to 
| ſpeak of thoſe the Scripture ſug- 


veſts) and wherein we , are moſt Ap- 
planded by others, and do often- 
times perchance Appland our ſelves, 
For thoſe Cceleſtial Courtiers ( if 
I may fo call them) have ſeveral 
Advantages to affiſt them in the 


Celebration of our common Maſter , , 


which we poor Mortals want, . For 
Firſt, They are free from thoſe Self- 
iſh and Inordinate Aﬀe&Rions , that 
too ofren hinder us, either from DiCſ- 
cerning the Excellency of divers of 
Gods Attributes and Woayes , or 
from duly Acknowledging ic, They 
have no Sins to keep them from delſ- 
crying the Jaſtneſs of what .he does 
They have no Ingratitude to oppoſe 
the fuller Reſentments of His Good- 
neſs 3 -and they are not tempted, not 
to- diſcern and adore His Wiſdom, 
for fear they ſhould appear Cul- 
pable for repining -at His Diſpenſa- 
. tions, And indeed, their Longevity 
allowing them the full ProſpeR from 
end. to end, of thoſe intricate tran- 
ſaRions -of Providence , of _ ; 
ort- 
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a part ; they are queſtionleſs far more 
farisfi'd with the incomparably becter 
Contrivances they diſcern in the Ma- 
nagement of human Afﬀairs, than we are 


- with the Condud or Plots of the moſt 


$kilfully written Plays and Romances, 


\Befides, Thoſe happy Sprits, of whom 


the Scripture cells us, that they ftand 
_ God, and that they Cconrins- 
ally ſee Hit face, have by that Privt- 
lege, the blefled Opportunities of dif- 
covering in the Deity chey Contem- 
plate and Serve, many Excellencies , 
which even They could never but by 
Experience” have form'd any thoughrs 
of z and they fee in one anothers 
Solemn Adorations and Praiſes, a 
way of Honouring the Object” of 
them , ſo much tranſcending the ut- 
moſt of what We here aim at, rhar 
their Homages to their Creator may 
well be ſuppos'd- of 2 farr Nobler 
Kind than ours, And laſtly, When 
I conſider, how mach leſs unworthy 
Thoughts and Expreffions touching 
Things Divine the fame Petfon 


. may have, when come to his full 


Maturity of Age and Parts, and 
M 4 whilſt 


* ſhott-liv'd Mortals cacommonly ſee but 


Luke r, 
Math, 18, 


—— 


whilſt .he was bur a Child in both; . 
" and when I conſider, how much 


more Advyantagious Conceptions of 
the Wiſdom diſplayed in the Uni- 
verſe , and particularly in the Con- 
trivance of a Human Body, one that is 
a true Philoſopher, and a skilful A- 
natomiſt, may have, in compariſon of 
a man ilhterare, and unacquainted 


with Diſſetions: When, 1 ſay, I- 


confider thefe things, and compare 
the dim Twi-light of Human Iatel- 
lets in this Life, with that Clear and 
Radiant Light , which the Sctipture 
aſcribes ro Angels, I cannot but think, 
that , having to the Privilege of a 
" much Nearer Aeceſs than is allow'd 
Us to contemplate God's PerfeRi- 
| ons, the Advantage of having incom- 
parably more Illuminated Intellets to 
apprehend them with, they muſt 
frame othergueſs Conceptions of the 
Divine Atttibutes, and glorifie the 
Poſſcfſor at an othergueſs Rate, than is 
allowed to Thoſe, whoſe Underſtand- 
ings are ſo dim, and whoſe Refidence is 
fo remote from that bleſſed Place,where 
the Perfetions they would Extol are 
moſt Dilplay'd, | 

Aſiſted 
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(167) kay 

Aﬀiſted by theſe and: the like Ad- 
vantages, Pyrocles, thoſe happy Spi- 
rits may well frame Notions, and 
employ expreſſions in honour of their 
Maker , ſo farr tranſcending Outs, 
that, though the Angel's Goodneſs 
keeps them, doubtleſs, from behold- 
ing them with Contempt , yet, we 
may well think, they look upon them 
with ſuch a kind of Pity , as that, 
wherewith great Wits and Conr- 
tiers look upon the Miſtakes and 
ImperteRions of what they Did and 
Writ, when they were but School- 
boys; and as that , wherewith , when 
we ſhall be admitted ro the Society 
of the Angels, we ſhalt look back 
upon our former ſelves, No , Py- 
rocles, to Praiſe God is a Debt, 
which , though we ſhould ever be 
Paying , we muſt alwayes Owe , 
not onely becauſe the renewed Ob- 
ligations will laſt as long as wes 
but becauſe, though the entire Sum 
were poſsible ro be paid , we have 
no Coyn of the Value that would 
be requiſite to make a Payment of 
that Aature, *Tis true indeed , that 
ſome men ſay much, Mote than others 


upon 


Heb, 18, 
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Spirits of juſt Men made perfef# can 
but imperfetly celebrate, It may 
be too, that the Praiſes we -pay to 
God procure Us ſome, from Men , 
and perhaps even from Orators and 
Encomiaſts 5 and hough I hope no 
Man can ſo far flatter himſelf, as to 
think he can Flatter what he can ne- 


_ verdoRighr to; yet, the Zealouſneſs 


of our Endeavours , and the Ap- 
plauſe that others entertain them 


with , may perhaps tempt as to think, - 


that, becaufe in our Exprefſions we 
have Surpaſſed our Selves, we have 
almoſt Equalled our Theme: as if to 
make our Praiſes too great for any 
other Subjet , were ſufficient” to 


make them great enough for God, 
* Bur alaſs, how widely muſt we be mi- 


ſtaken ! fince our Expreſhons, if 
we. ſpeak ſence, can at beſt but full 

repreſent, our Conception?', and thoſe 
being but the Notions of a -Finire 
Creature, muſt needs fall extreme- 
ly ſhore of PerfeRtions , which were 
not what they are, if they were not 
Infinite, No, when we have em- 
ployed 


[ an 2 Jabje&, op which none' 
os ſay Enough, and which, even the 


(169) 


1 ployed the loftieſt os, and 


exhauſted all the celebrating To- 
picks and Figures of Rhetorick x 


" when we have dreſſed Metaphyiical 


Abſtrations in Poerick Raprures ; 
when we have ranſacked what ever 


- things are moſt Excellent among the 


Creatures, and having Defzcated 
them , and Piled them up tqgether, 
have made that Heap but a Riſe to 
take our ſoaring flight from ; when 
we have ſummed up, and lefr: Beneath 
our Expreſſions, all that we are here 
wont to acknowledge Above them; 
nay , when Inſttuted, as we'l as In- 
flamed , and Tranſported by that 1#- 


acceſsible Light, that is Inhabited , 


by what we Adore, we ſeem Raiſed 
and elevated above all that is Mor- 
ral, and above our ſelves, and fay 
things, that nothing elfe could either 
Inſpire or Merit; even they, I lay, 
thoſe Expreffions , which any other- 
wiſe applyed would be Hypetboles, 
do but expreſs. our Devotion, nor 
the Divine Obje& of it, and declare 
How mnch we honour Him , ra- 
ther than What He is. -And it 
deed, none but the Poſſeflor of an 
Infinite 


im. 6. 
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what the Poſſeflor of other Infinite 
Perfections deſerves to have ſaid of 
Him, And what ever zealous $kill 
we Praiſe God with, we do |farr leſs 


_ Honour Him than ' Injure Him , if 


Roy,14,4» 


we think our aſpiringeſt Praiſes can 
arrive ſo farr, as, I ſay not to Reach, 
but ſo much as to Approach their Sub- 
—_.-- | 

But , ler not this inevitable Impo- 
tence ( Pyrocles ) Trouble, or Diſ- 
courage Us, Thoſe bleſſed Souls , 


that follow the Lamb whithtrſorver he + 


goes, do (as we are taught in the A 

calypſe ) make it their Buſineſs, and 
find it their Happineſs, to ſpend a 
great part of their Eternity in Ex- 


'tolling Him , by whom they are 


plac'd in a Condition, where they 


| can have no Employment, but whar 


is Holy and Noble, And even here 
below, the Praifing of God is a work, 
wherein we Imitate, though we do 
not Equal the Angels, and are bu- 
fied in the ſame Employment, though 
not with the ſame Skill, Nay, Hea- 
yen it felf exempts not its Reſidents 
from an Impotence which belongs 
ro 


Infinite Intellect can be able to ay, | 
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1 þ Mt 


" xo Creatures, not as they are Imper- 
| fe& ones, but as they are Creatures. 


Even the Members of the Church 


Triumphant do not Triumph over 
- this neceſſary Impotence3 their Praiſes 


may need Pardon, even in a Place 
where they can Sin no more : And 
they can expeRt bur from God's 
Goodneſs, the Acceptance of thoſe 


- Praiſes, that are Improv'd, as well as 


Occaſion'd, eyen by their being made 
Partakers of his Gloty, Nay even 


in the Prophet 1ſaiab's Exftatick Viſion, 1, . .. 


the Seraphims themſelves, that are 
introduced, as anſwering one ano- 
thers glad Acclamations ro God, 
are likewiſe repreſented, as Coverin 

( our of reſpet) their Faces wit 

their Wings, But, Pyrocles, as 1 was 
ſaying, this unavoidable Diſability ro 
ſay things Worthy of God, need not 
at all trouble us; ſince we pay our 
Homages to one, whoſe Goodneſs our 
expreſſions can as little equal, as they 
can his other Attributes, He that Cre- 
ated us, will not Impure it to uss 
that we a&t but as Creatures; And 
ſince he has declar'd, that where 


-there is 4 willing Mind, 4 Man is ac- 


cepred 
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+ -- Higheſt thiogs I. could ſay of che Di- 


cepted "according t0 what he has, and 
not according to what he has nt, | © 
The - Impotence I have' been ſpeak- FÞ 
ing of, oughe to bring us rather Joy | 
than Trouble, fince the infinite Di- - 
ſtance betwixt us, without leſſening 
his favourable Acceptance of our | 
Praiſes , ſuppoſes the boundleſs Per- 
fetions of Him, whom thoſe Praiſes 
(through his Goodneſs) help to give Þ, 
us an Intereſt in; And no Son would 
repine at His Royal Father's Great- 
nels, how Immenſe foeyer, being 
ſure, that Greatneſs would not le<fſen 
his Kindneſs. For *tis leſs Deſirable 
ro be able to deſcribe the Power and 
Excellencies of him we have an In- 
tereſt in, than to have an Intereſt inone, 
whoſe Power and Goodneſs exceeds 
what ever we can Say or Fancy of 
chem, 

To conclude, Pyrocles, fixce on the 
one fide God is moſt truly ſaid in the |, 
Scripture to be ſo Gloriows, ' that he i 
Exalted above all Bleſſing and Praiſe, 
and conſequently , chough 7 could (to 
uſe St. Paxl's phraſe )- [peak with the 
Tonewes of Men and Angels, yet the 


vine 


"7" vine PerfeRtions , muſt needs be there- | 
'$ Fore far Below them, becauſe a Crea- 
} ture were able to ſay them, And, fince 
on the other fide, it is of Us Men, that 
God vouchſafes to fay , Whoſo offereth ec. 50.23; 

Praiſe, elorifieth Me; and his tranſcen- 

4 dent Excellency is ſo far from being in- 

- conſiſtent with. a reſembling Graciouſ- 

neſs, that ſuch a Benignity is one of the 

- moſt conſpicuous parts of itz 1 will nor 

. forbear to pay my Praiſes unto one , 

i whoſe Deſerving infinitely mere than! 
> cani offer, keeps him not from Accept- 
1 ing as much leſs than he deſerves, Bar 


then Imuſt nor Preſume to fill my month 
with his Praiſes , without Senſibly ac- 
knowledging, that there is not any 
Subject, whereon my Expreſhons can 
| more wane Eloquence, than on this 

Subject z even Eloquence ir ſelf would 
want Expreſſions, 


FINIS. 


